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N the Preface to the firft volume of this work *, Mr. 
& Gibbon obferved, that the decline and fulf of the Roman 


empire might be divided into three periods. The firft of thofe 
“begins at the age of Trajan and the Antonines; and ends with 


the fubverfion of the weftern empire, about the commencement 
‘of the fixth century, The fecond period, according to our 
guthor’s divifion, extends from the reign of Juftinian to the 
age of Charlemagne ; and the third comprifes the interval be- 
tween the laft mentioned epoch and the taking of Conftanti- 
nople by the Turks. The fubje& hitherto treated by this 
elegant writer is the firft of thofe periods, the execution -of 
which is at length accomplithed, with fuch diftinguifhed abi- 
lity.as entitles the author to the firft rank among the hiftorians 
in the Englifh language; and muf univerfally excite a defire 
that he would profecute the narrative through the feveral pe- 
riods above mentioned. | 

The former of the volumes now under our confideration, 
begins with the feventeenth chapter, which treats of the foun- 
dation of Conftantinople. The learned hiftorian, after dif- 
playing ah pt motives which determined the Roman em- 
peror to se.cheice of. this fpot, proceeds to deferibe, with 
great accuracy, the geopraphical fituation of Byzantium, .afit 
the various, advantages attending it. The rapidity with which 
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the new city increafed, in refpeét both of extent and inhabit 
ants, was proportioned to the extreme. partiality of Conftan- 
tine, who, by rendering it the feat of the imperial-court, drew 
thither a number of families from the ancient capital, as well 
as from various other parts of the Roman dominions. ‘The de- 
dication of it was celebrated with great folemnity in the year 
330, or, according to other authorities, in 334. 

Having related the foundation of the new capital, the au- 
thor next inveftigates the complicated fyftem of policy which 
had been introduced by Dioclefian, and was improved by his. 
immediate fucceflors ; an inquiry the more neceflary, as it 
tends to illuftrate the fecret and internal caufes of the decline 
of the Roman power. In profecuting this interefting fubje&, 
Mr. Gibbon takes an extenfive profpect of the conttitution and 
manners of the Roman empire; delineating the hierarchy, the 
patricians, the pretorian prefeéts, the prefe&ts of Rome and 
Conftantinople, the proconfuls, vice-prefects, governors of the 
provinces, &c. He next takes a view of the profeflion of the 
law, the ftate of the army, and the feveral minifters of the 
palace ; after which he gives a diftin& account of the Roman 
finances, including the general tribute, or indiétion, the ca- 
pitation-tax, -and the free gifts. In elucidating thofe various 
fubjeéts, our author difcovers a depth of hiftorical and political 
refearch, and a juftnefs of obfervation, which merit the warmeft 
applaufe. 

The eighteenth. chapter opens with the character of Con- 
ftantine, which, as being excellently delineated, we fhall lay 
before our readers at full length. 

‘ The character of the prince who removed the feat of empire, 
and introduced fuch-important changes into the civil and religious 
conftitution of his country, has fixed the attention, and divided 
the opinions, of mankind. By the grateful zeal of the Chrif- 
tians, the deliverer of the church has been decorated with every 
attribute of a hero, and even of a faint; while the difcontent of 
the vanquifhed party has compared Conftantine to the moft ab- 
horred of thofe tyrants, who, by their vice and weaknefs, dif- 
honoured the imperial purple. The fame patlions have in fome 
degree been perpetuated to fuceeeding generations, and the cha- 
racter of Conftantine is confidered, even in the prefent age, as an 
object either of fatire or of panegyric. By the impartial union 
of thofe defects which are confefled by his warmeft admirers, and 
of thofe virtues which are acknowledged by’ his moft implacable 
enemies, we might hope to delineate a juft portrait of that extra- 
‘orditiary man, which the truth and candour of hiftory fhould adopt 
‘without a blufh. But it would foon appear, that the vain attempt 
to blend fuch difcordant colours, and to reconcile fuch incon- 
fiftent qualities, muft produce a figure monftrous rather than hu- 
man, unlefs it is.viewed ip its proper and diftinct lights, a 3 
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careful feparation of the different periods of the reign of Cen 
ftantine. 
‘ The perfon, as well as the mind of Conftantine, had been 
enriched by nature with her choiceft endowments. His flature 
was lofty, his countenance majettic, his deportment graceful ; 
his ftrength and activity were difplayed in every manly exercife, 
and from his.earlieft youth, to a very advanced feafon of life, he 
preferved the vigour of his, conititution by a ftri¢ct adherence to 
the domeftic virtues of chaftity and temperance. He delighted 
in the focial intercourfe of familiar converfation } and though he 
might fometimes indulge his difpofition to raillery with lefs re- 
ferve than was required by the fevere dignity of his ftation, 
the courtefy and liberality of his manners gained the hearts of 
all who approached him. The fincerity of his friendfhip has 
been fufpected ; yet he fhewed, on fome occafions, that he was 
not incapable of a warm and lafting attachment. The difadvan- 
tage of an illiterate education had not prevented him from form- 
ing a juft eftimate of the value of learning; and the arts and 
{ciences derived fome encouragement from the munificent pro- 
tection of Conftantine. In the difpatch of bufinefs, his diligence 
was indefatigable; and the active powers of his mind were al- 
moft continually exercifed in reading, writing, or meditating, 
in giving audience to ambaffadors, and in examining the com- 
plaints of his fubjects. Even thofe who cenfured the propriet 
of his meafures were compelled to acknowledge, that he me 
feffed magnanimity to conceive, and patience to execute, the 
moft arduous defigns, without being checked either by the pte- 
judices of education, or by the clamours of the multitnde. In 
the field, he infufed his own intrepid fpirit into the troops, whom 
he conducted with the talents of a confummate general; and to 
his abilities, rather than to his fortune, we may afcribe the fignal 
victories which he obtained over the foreign and domeftic foes of 
the republic. He loved glory, as the reward, perhaps as the 
motive, of his labours. The boundlefs ambition, which, from 
the moment of his accepting the purple at York, appears as the 
ruling paffion of his foul, may be juftified by the dangers of his 
own fituation, by the character of his rivals, by the confci- 
oufnefs of fuperior merit, and by the profpect that his fuecefs 
wouldenable him to reftore peace and order to the diftraéted em- 
pire. In his civil wars againft Maxentius and Licinius, he had 
engaged on his fide the inclinations of the people, who compared 
the undiflembled vices of thofe tyrants, with the fpirit of wifdom 
and‘juftice which feemed to direct the general tenor of the’ admi- 
niftration of Conftantine. 
¢ Had Conftantine fallen on the banks of the. Tyber, or even 
in the plains of Hadrianople, fuch is the character which, with 
a few exceptions, ’he might have tranfmitted to poferity. But 
the contac of his reign’ (according to the moderate and indeed 
tender fentence of a writer’ of the fame age) degraded him from 
the rank which he had acquired among the moft deferving of the 
Roman princes. In the life of Auguftus, we behold the tyrant 
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of the republic, converted, ‘alinoft by imperceptible degrees, 
into the: father ‘of his coutitry and of human kind, In that of 
Conttantine, we may contemplate a hero, who had fo long in- 
fpired ‘his fubjeéts with love, ‘and tis enemies with terror, dege- 
nerating into .avcrueloand diffolute monarch, corrupted by his 
fortune; or raifed by condueft above the! neceflity of ‘diffimula- 
tions) The general peace which he maintained during the laft 
fourteen yearsoof his: reign; was a period of apparent fplendor 
rather thanof real profperity ; ‘and’ the old age of’ Conftantine 
was difgraced by. the oppofite yet reconcileable vices of rapaciouf- 
nefs and prodigality... The accumiilated treafures found in the 
palaces of Maxentius and ‘Licinius, were lavifily confumed : 
the vatious innovations introduced by the conqueror, ‘were at- 
tended with an encreafing expence; the coft of his buildings, 
his'court, and his feftivals, required an immediate and plentitul 
fupply 5 :arid the oppretiion of the people was the only fund which 
could fupport the magnificence‘of the fovereion. © His ‘unworthy 
favourites, enriched by the*béundlefs liberality of their mafter, 
ufurped with impunity the privilege of rapine and corruption. 
A fecret but univerfal decay was felt in every part of the public 
adminiftration, and the emperor himfelf, though he ftill retained 
the obedience, gradually loft'the efteem, of Ins fubjects. The 
drefs and manners, which, towards the decline of life, he chofe 
to affect,: ferved only to degrade him in the eyes of mankind. 
The Afiatic pomp, which had been adopted by the pride of Dio- 
cletian, affumed an air of foftnefs and effeminacy in the perfon 
of Conflantine. He is reprefentéd with falfe hair of various co- 
lours, laborioufly arranged~ by the fkilful artifts of the times; a 
diadem’ of a new and more’ expenfive falhion; a profufion ‘of 
gems and pearls, of collars and bracelets, and a variegated flow- 
ing robe of filk, moft curioufly embroidered with flowers of 
gold. In fuch apparel, fcarcely to be excufed by the youth and 
olly of Elagabalus, we are at a lofs to diftoverthe wifdom of 
an aged monarch, and the fimplicity of a Roman veteran.. A 
mind thus relaxed by profperity and indulgence, was incapable 
of rifing to that. magnanimity which difdains fufpicion, and dares 
to forgive. The deaths of Maximian and Licinius may perhips 
be juttified by the maxims of policy; as they are taught in the 
{chools of tyrants ; but an impartial narrative of the executions, 
or rather: murders, which fullied the declining age of Conftan- 
tine, will fuggeft to our moft candid thoughts, the idea of a 
prince, who could facrifice without reluctance the laivs of juf- 
tice, and the feelings of naturé, to the diftates either of his. paf- 
fions or of his intereft.’ at it ore tesa, | 
In delivering an account ,of, the empercr’s family, the au- 
thor’draws a jaf and amiable reprefentation of. the virtues; of 
Crifpus,’ whofe unhappy fate will fix upon.Conttantine the in. 
delibl¢ reproach of the bafeit violation of parental’ duty» and 
affection. By feveral writers the cataftrophe of this’ prince hus 
7 is Doipsa De "been 
“an 


~ 














Hiftory of the Decl neand Fall of the Rien Empire. 165 


been aferibéd to thé arts of his ftepmother Faufta, whofe im: 
placable hatred, or whofe difappointed Joye, as, our author ob+ 
ferves, renewed in the palace of Conftantine the ancient tray 
gedy of Hippolitus and of Phedra.,. The only, public event of 
importance in the reign of Conftantine, ‘after this period, is the 
Sarmatian war, the termination .of which: he furvived but! a 
fhort time ; ending his memorable life at the palace of ‘Aquay* 
rion, in the fuburbs of Nicomedia,: whither he had retired 
for the benefit of the air, and: with’ the hope of recruiting his 
exhaufted ftrength by the ufe of the warm baths, | 

Mr. Gibbon developes, with his ufual accuracy and dit. 
cernment, the dark intrigues which fucceeded the death of Con- 
ftantine, and terminated in the maffacre of ‘a number of ‘thé im- 
perial family ; fo early under the Roman government’ did the 
new capital become the fcene of thofe'domeftic horrors’ which 
have fince fo often ftained it with ‘the blood of the Ottoman 
princes ! 

After aferies of tragic events, of ufurpation, and of ¢ivil 
war;. we behold, .in) the nineteenth chapte¥, ‘Conftantius® folé 
emperor of the Roman world. | This divifion of the work.cém~ 
mences witha fhort account of eunuchs, which may hot prove 
sat oe Sects to our readers. : ' 


The divided provinces of the empite were agaity united ‘by 
she victory of Conttantius ; but as that feeble prince was" defi 
tute of perfonal merit, either in peace or war; ‘as he feared: his 
generals, and dittrufted his minifters; the triumph of his anns 
ferved only to eftablifh the reign of the eunuchs over the. Romah 
world, Thofe unhappy. beings, the ancient production-of orien- 
tal jealoufy and defpotifm, were introduced into Greece and 
Rome. by the contagion of Afiatic luxury. Their proyrefs was 
rapid; and the eunuchs, who, in the time of Auguitus, had heen 
abborred, as the monftrouis retinue of an Egy ptian queen, were 
gradually admitted into the families of matrons, of fenators, anc 
of che emperors themfelves.  Reftrained by ‘the fevere editts of 
Pomitian and Nerva, cherified by the pride’ of Diocletian, te- 
duced to. an humble ftation by the prudencé ‘of Conftantine, they 
multiplied in the palaces of his degenerate fons, and in‘enfibly ac+ 
quired the knowledge, and at the length the direGtion, of the, feeret 
councils of Conftanuus. The averfion and contempt which many 
kind has fo uniformly entertained for that i imperfect, {pecies, ap= 
pears to have degraded their, character, and. to have rendered 
them. almoft as incapable. as they were fuppofed. to, be,, of cons 
ceiving any generous fentiment, or of performing, any worthy 
aéion. But the eunuchs were {killed in the arts of flattery and 
intrigue ; and they alternately governed the mind of Conftantius 
by his fears, his indolence, and his vanity. Whilft he viewed 
in a deceitful mirror the fair appearance of public profperity, he 
fupinely permitted them to intercept the complaints of the in- 
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jured_ provinces, to accumulate immenfe treafures by the fale of 
jultice and of honours ; to difgrace the moft important dignities, 
by the promotion of thofe who had purchafed at their hands the 
powers of oppreffion, and to gratify their refentment againft the 
tew independent fpirits; who arrogantly refufed to folicit the pro- 
tection of flaves. Of thefe flaves the moft diftinguifhed was the 
chamberlain Eufebius, who ‘ruled the monarch and the palace 
with fuch. abfolute fway, that Conftantius, according to the far- 
cafm.of an impartial. hiftorian, pofleffed fome eredit with. this 
Anger favourite. ..By. his artful fuggeftions, the emperor was 
perfuaded to fubfcribe the condemnation of the unfortunate Gal- 
lus, and to add a new crime to the long lift of unnatural murders 
which pollute the honour of the houfe of Conftantine.’ 


_,_In:anote on this, paflage. our author obferves, that Xeno- 
phon;;.in the Cyropedia, has ftated the fpecious reafons which 
engaged Cyrus to entruft his perfon to the guard of eunuchs. 
He had remarked in. animals, that although the praétice of 
caftration might abate their fiercenefs, it did not diminifh their 
ftrength or fpirit ;. and he . perfuaded himfelf that thofe who 
were feparated from the reft of human kind, would be more 
firmly attached to the perfon of their benefactor. But, Mr, 
Gibbon juftly obferves, a long experience has contradiéted the 
judgment of Cyrus. Some particular inftances, he adds, may 
occur, of eunuchs diftinguifhed by their fidelity, their valour, 
and. their abilities; but if we examine the general hiftory of 
Perfia, India, and China, we fhall find that the power of the 
eunuchs has uniformly marked the decline and fall of every 
dynatty. 

On nfentioning the Annotations, we take this opportunity 
to obferve, that we think they are far mfor¢ commodioufly 


placed at the bottom of the page, as in thofe two volumes, 


than they’ were at the end of the firft. They afford convincing 
proof not only of the author’s minute inveftigation of hiftorical 


authorities, but of his judgment, his tafte, and his’ extenfive 





knowlege of polite literature, As one inftance of his critical 
fagacity, we beg leave to mention his conjecture refpecting a 
paffage in Eutropius relative to the character of Conftantine. 
‘ In primo imperii tempore optimis principibus, ultimo mediis 
comparandus. From the ancient Greek verfion of Poeanius (edit. 
Haverchamp. p. 697.), Iam inclined to fufpeét that Eutrepius 
had originally written vix mediis; and that the offenfive mono- 
fyllable was dropped by the wilful inadvertency of tranfcribers. 
Aurelius Victor exprefles the general opinion by a vulgar and 
indeed obfcure proverb. Trachala decem annis preftantiffimus ; 
ditodecim fequentibus latro; decem novifimis pupillus ob im- 
modicas profufiones,’ ‘aes. ‘ ; 
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The remainder of the nineteenth chapter is occupied with 
the elevation and death of Gallus, the danger and elevation of 
Julian, -the Sarmatian and Perfian wars, and the victories of 
Julianin Gaul. The charaéter of Julian has been variouily re- 
prefented by anciemt writers, according to the different pre- 
judices which they had imbibed. By fome he is extolled with 
the higheft panegyric, and by others, ftigmatifed with all the 
feverity of cenfure. Mr. Gibbon has treated the fubject in a 
favourable, but, we think, an impartial manner. 

‘ Befides the reigning ‘emperor, fays the, Julian alone fur- 
vived, of.all the numerous pofterity of Conftantius Chlorus. 
The msfortune of his royal birth involved him in the dif- 
grace of Gallus. From his ‘retirement in the happy coun- 
try of Tonia, he was conveyed under a ftrong guard to the 
court of Milan ; where he languifhed above feven months, in 
the continual apprehenfion of fuffering the fame ignominious 
death, which was daily infliéted, almoft before his eyes, on the 
friends and adherents of his perfecuted family. His looks, his 
geftures, his filence, were ferutinized with malignant curiofity, 


and he was perpetually affaulted by enemies, whom he had never. 


fended, and by arts to which he was a ftranger. But in the 
{chool of adverfity, Julian infenfibly acquired the virtues of firms 
nefs and diferetion. He defended his honour, as well as his life, 
againft the enfnaring fubtleties of the eunuchs, who endeavoured 
to extort fome declaration of his fentrments:: .and whilft he cau- 
tioufly fupprefied his grief and refentment, he nobly difdained to 
flatter the tyrant, by any feeming approbation of his brother's 
murder. julian mott devoutly afcribes his miraculous deliverance 
to the protection of the Gods, who had exempted his innocence 
from the fentence of deftruction pronounced by their juftice 
~ againft the impious houfe of Conftantine. . As the moft effectual 
inftrument of ‘their providence, he gratefully acknowledges the 
ftéady and generous friendfhip of the emprefs Eufebia, a woman 
of beauty and merit, who, by the aicendant'which fhe had gained 
over the mind of her hufband, counterbalanced, in fome mea- 
furé, the powerful confpiracy of the eunuchs, By the inter-. 
ceffion of his patronefs, Julian was admitted into the Imperial 

refence; he pleaded his caufe with a decent freedom, -he was 
heard with favour; and, notwithttanding the efforts of his ene- 
mies, who urged the danger of {paring an avenger of ithe blood 
of Gatlus, the milder fentiment af Eufebia prevailed in the coun- 
cil. But the effects of a fecond’ interview were dreaded by the 
eunuchs; and Julian was advifed to withdraw for a while into 
the neighbourhood of Milan, till the emperor thought proper to 
affign the city of Athens for the place of his honourable exile, 
As he had difcovered from ‘his earheft youth, a propenfity, or 
rather paffion, for the language, the manners, the learning, and 
the religion of the Greeks, he obeyed with pleafure an order fo 
‘agreeable to his wifhés. Far from the tumult of arms, and the 
Areachery of courts, he {pent fix months amidft the groves of the 
—s De ee academy, 
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academy, ina tree intercourfe with the philofophers of the agé; 
who {tudied to cultivate the genius; to encourage ‘he vanity, and 
ta inflame the devotion of their royal pupil. Their kibours weré 
hot unfuccefsful; and Julian inviolably preferved for Athens 
that tender regard, which feldom fails to arife in a libefal mind, 
from the recolfeétion of the place where it has difcovered’ and 
exercifed its growing powers. The gentienels and affability’ of . 
manners, which his terhper fuggefted and his fituation impofed, 
infenfibly enzagéd the affections of the ftrangers, as well as citi- 
zens, with whom: he: converféd. Some of his fellow-ftudents 
might pethaps examine his behaviouf with an éye of prejudice 
and averfion ; but Julian eftablifhed, in the fchools ot Athens, 
a yeneral prepofleffion in favour of his virtues and talents, which 
was foon diffufed over the-Roman world. 

* Whilft his hours were paffed in fudious retirement, the ems 
prefs, refdlute to atchieve the generous defign which the had_ 
undertaken, was not-unmindful of the care of his fortune. The 
death of the late Cafar had left Conftantius invetted with the 
fole command, and opprefied by the accuinulated weight of a 
mighty empire. Before the wounds of civil difcord could be 
healed, the provinces of Gaul wete.overwhelined by a deluge of 
Barbarians, The Sarinatians, nolonger refpected the barrier of 
the Danube. The impunity of rapine had increafed the bold- 
hefs and numbets.of the wild Haurians : thofe robbers defcended 
from their craggy mountains to ravage the adjacent country, and 
had even prefuimed, though without fuccefs, to befiege the im: 
portant city of Seleucia; which was defended by a gurrifon of. 
three Roman legions, Above all, the Perfian monarch, elated 
by viétory, again threatened the peace of Afia, and*the prefence 
ofthe emperor was indiipenfably required, both in the Weft, and 
inthe Eait, For the firft time, Cofiftantius fincerely aeknow- 
ledged, that his fingle ftrength was, unequal to fuch an extent of 
eare and ot dominion, IJnfenfible to the voice of flattery, which 

“affured him that his all powerful virtue, and celeitial fortunes 
would itil continue, to triumph over every obftacle, he liftened 
with complacency to the advice of Eufebia, which gratified his 
indelénce, withopt/ offending bis fufpicious pride. As fhe per- 
ceived that the. rethembrance of Gallus: dwelt on the emperos’s 
mind, the artfully;turned. bis attention to the oppofite charaéers. 
of the two brothers, which from ‘their infancy. had been com-’ 
pone to thofe of Domitian and of. Titus: She: accufiomed her. 

ufband to confider Julian.as a youth of a mild unambitious dif- 
pofition, whofe.allegianee and yratitude might be fecured by the. 
gift of the purple, and who.was qualified.to fill, with honout,, a, 
fubordinate ftation, without afpiring. to difpute, the commands, 
or to fhade the glories, of: his fovereign and benefactor. After 
an obftinate, theugh fecret ftruggle, the oppofition of the fas 
vourite eunuchs fubmitted, to the afcendedcy of the emprefs ;. 
and it was -refolved that Julian, after celebrating, his nuptials 
with Jelena, fifter of Conftantius, fhould be appointed, with the. 
title of Cafar, to reign.over the countries beyond: the Alps. 
, iy ater Although 














Macaulay Graham’s Hiffory of England. - 169. 
_.* Although the order which recalled bim,to,court was proba- 
bly accompanied by. fome intimation of his approaching great-. 
nefs, he appeals to the people of Athens-to witnefs his tears of. 
unidiffembled forrow, when he was reluctantly torn away ‘from 
his beloved retirements He trembled fot his life, for his fame, 
and éven for his virtue; and his fole confidence was derived - 
from the perfuafion, that Minerva.infpired all his adtions, and 
that he was proteéted by, an invifible guard of angels, whom for 
that purpofe fhe had borrowed from the fun and moon. He aps 
proached, with horror, the palace of Milan; nor could the in- 
genuous youth conceal his indignation, when he. found him(feélf, 
accofled with falfe and fervile refpect by the afiaffins of his family. 
Eufebia, rejoicing in the fuccefs of her. benevolent fchemes, ems 
braced him with the tendernefs of a fifter ; and endeavoured, 
by the moi foothing eareflés, to difpel his terrors, and reconcile 
him to his fortune, But the ceremony of fhaving his beard, and 
~ Ins aukward demeanor, when he firft exchanged the cloak of a 
Greek philofopher for the military habit A a Roman prince, 
amufed, during a few days, the levity of the Imperial court.’ 

It is with pleafure we obferve, that in the two volumes now 
before us, the fentiments of the learned hiftorian are likely to 
be lefs controverted than fome of the repréfentations in the. 
firft. He feems to have cautioufly avoided’ the imputation of 
religious prejudices; and though his fubject fometimes leads’ 
him into the moft abitrufe do&rines of theology, he never’ 
deyiates into fuperititious, credulity, and feldom into philofo- 
phi¢ {cepticifin. [Te be continued. | “al 
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The Hiffory of England. By Gatlierane Macaulay Graham, 
| ' [Concluded, from p- 131+) , 


"© cénfure vice, and to.applaud virtue, a5 well as,to ex- 

* ‘hibiv a faithful natrative of-tranfactions, are the moft va- 
luable’ purpofes'of' hiftery., Invrefpedt to the lat of thofe ob- 
jeats; the jadginent of the writer isfrequently warped with the 
prejiidices of education’ or party’; but the two: former proceed. 
fom fentiments. which are ‘conformable to the feekings of every 
ingenuows and: well difpofed mind. :' Whatevér may be the po- 
‘litical .view,, therefore, of Mrs. Macaulay’s Hiftory, in fome 
parts of, the. work, its moral tendency, doubtlefs, merits: ap: 
probation. In this important province the’ exercifes the pre- 
rogativeof a hiftorian!, with becoming impartiality, hardly 
evercondemning ‘where cenfure isnot evidently due, or endea- 
Vourihgto extenuate the guilt of any.public delinquent, On. 
fiany occafions ao her’ reftexions aré’ ingenious and philofo, 
hical ; of which‘ kind we’ meet with the following: paflage in 
the volume on which we have ow entered. eh 
eyo rie . é e 


























170 Macaulay Graham’s Hiffory of England. 

«The peace of Nimeguen, at the fame time that it exalted 
the character of Lewis in the eyes of all-Europe, as a. confummate 
politician, degraded, ‘In an equal proportion, the conduct of the 
kine of England. The cavaliers, and all thofe.who from motives 
of intereft, prejudice, or perfonal affection, had been inftrumental 
in the re-eftablifhment of Charles in the power of his anceftors, 
now, according to the memorable prophecy of Sidney, found 
the King’s glory in ‘their own fhame: they beheld with an ex- 
treme Tegret, and with fome degree of felf-condemnation, ‘an 
opportunity offer to raife their Gountry to a ftation more glorious | 
pi fhe had ever before attained; whilit her king, from criminal, 
mean, and pecuniary motives, had fecretly fold -his alliance to 
ELewis, and was bribed into’an intereft contrary to thofe of the 
people ‘he had been called to proteét: they beheld with a natural 
degree of refentinent, the ingratitude with which the whole 
party were treated ; and Cavalier and Prefbyterian abandoned, . 
neglected, or perfecuted, as times-and occafion required They 
beheld, with fear atid indignation, the head of the Protetlant 
church’ confpiring again ft the fecurity of the reformed religion,.. 
and entering into a concert with Francé-to cut.off .a proteiant fo- 
ciety, by the ruin ofthe States General; and they difcovered in this 
prince and the heir prefumptive to the throne, who had openly ac» 
knowledged his converfion to the Romifh faith, a {trong inclina- 
tion to lay afide the ufe of parliaments, and to fet up a govern- 
ment,on difcretion, according to the model ‘which they had ob- 
ferved in France, ‘They beheld, in Scotland, the voice of free-' 
dom totally fupprefled: from the flavery of that kingdom, they 
gitionally inferred the arbitrary difpofition of the king ; and ia 
the oppreffive manner in which fovereign power was there exer- 
cifed, they faw the miferies and hardfhips they had to endure 
after the total lofs of their liberty. ; 

‘ As the flavery of the Scots was entirely owing to the ani- 
mofities of party, it is to have been imagined that fuch a concur- 
rence of circumftances, fuch grounds for fears.and apprehenfions, 
would have foftened the rancour of faction, would have-unitéed 
churchman, prefbyterian, and fanatic, in one firm bond ef union, 
and, on the principles of felf-prefervation, have diverted their 
different purfuits to: one important obje¢ .of. national fecurity, 
Thus would the fpeculift, unexperienced in the various abfurdi- 
ties of the human character, reafon :.but there is in party a fpi- 
rit. of oppofition which fets at defiance every, rational confidera- 
tion, every moral, every religious. principle ; and even motives 
of felf-prefervation, where the object of danger is not imniediate, 
give way to its irrefiftible violence. ~~ at £10 
"© Thofe religious factions in England? which had taken:place 
from the period of the Reformation, ‘which»had fupported, even 
beyond the power of ftanding armies, ‘the tyranny of the.Tudor 
pice, which had mightily increafed: ifthe late civil conten- 
tions, from a variety of ‘mutual provocations, which times and 
opportunity afforded, were worked.up to fo high a_pitch of im- 
placable hatred againft each other, at the period of the Reftora- 
? : : ! Se "tops 
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gion, that, except a few individuals, whofe liberal views of relie 
gion led them to more rational fentiments, the obje¢ts of national 
concern became with the very beft but fecondary. That general 
intereft, which links individuals formed into focieties in one 
common tie, was equally forgotten by all parties: the triumph 
over a hated fect, in:a great meafure, compenfated for the infults 
offered to the whole community; and if the churchmen ever 
made oppofition to the moft dangerous pretenfions of the court, 
it was not fo much from any reluctance to diminifh the freedom 
of the conilitution, as the apprehenfions that an abfolute power 
in the crown would be ufed to the eftablifhment of Popery, or, 
what was equally dreaded, an univerfal toleration.’ 

In regard to fome of Mrs. Macaulay’s obfervations, how- 
ever, we cannot help differing from her in opinion, though 
we muft acknowlege, at the fame time, that they are ex- 
tremely plaufible, and are generally founded in principles 
_ which difcover an attachment to virtue. In the fubfequent 
quotation fhe reprobates the idea of holding forth a pardon 
for the difcovery of any accomplice in an att of felony. But 


is there not greater danger of encouraging depravity by pre- 


cluding the conviction of acriminal, than by a meafure which 
naturally tends to deftroy mutual confidence between the mem- 
bers of an unlawful confederacy? 


‘ It is juftly obferved, fays the, by thofe who reprefent the 
popifh plot as a mere fiction, that the promife of a pardon is a 
{trong temptation for a man who finds himfelf ex pofed to the feve- 
rity of a capital punifhment, to effect a jail-delivery at the ex- 

ence of the innocent as well as the guilty; but, at the fame time 
that thefe ftrict lovers of juftice are, on fome grounds of reafon, 
very fevere on the zealous profecutors of the popifh plot, for the 
taking this method to produce a full difcovéry, they feem to for- 

et that it has been the regular proceeding of government, in all 
ages, and in all probability in all ages has been fatal to inoffenfive 
citizens, The chief duties of fovereign power is to preferve the 
morals as well as the lives of the people committed to his care ; 
the tempting, therefore, the fubject to ‘the crimes of treachery 
and perjury, with the hopes of reward, or pardon, and the ex- 
empting thofe from punifhment who add treachery to capital of- 
fences, is 2 mode’ of corruption which tends to weaken, if not 
deflroy, in the minds of the community, all thofe principles of 
honour and integrity, on which the happinefs of fociety depends, 
and is {carcely to be juftifiedeven by the exigence of an occafion.’ 


The following account of the celebrated Andrew Marvell 
may not prove unacceptable to our readers, 

‘ Andrew Marvell reprefented the town of Kingfton upon 
Hull twenty yéars fucceffively in parliament ; and though a man 
ot low fortune, and the laft member who received the pay allowed 
dy conftituents for this public fervice, he, in oppoftion to pri- 
re 4 _ vate 
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vate intereft, invariably purfued what he regarded as the intereft 
of his couhtry, andthe duties of his office. 

¢ The manner in which Marvellexerted his abilities, rendered 
him obnoxious to government, at the fame time thatthe power 
and activity of his genius gave hima confequence which {ubjected 
hins to trials, which have “proved very fatal to the virtue of mo- 
dern patriots ; and among thefe the following is an inftance, 
which contradiéts that profligate modern maxim, ‘* That every 
man has his price,” and fhews, that there is no age fo abandoned, 
in-which human nature is totally divefted of thofe orhameénts of 
the {pecies, which juftify thé wifdom of God in the création of 
man. The king having been one night agreeably entertained in 
Mr. Marvell’s company, on the nextday fent the lord treafurer 
Danby to find out his lodgings. -Mr. Marvell lodged up two pair 
of ftairs, in a little coust.in the Strand; and when the lord trea- 
furer abruptly opened his door, he told him, that he believed 
he had miitook his way. The treafurer replied, not now I have 
foutid Mr. Marvell, aind procee. éd to affure him, that he came 
with a ees) trom the king, which was to know what his ma- 
jefty could do to ferve him. Mr. Marvell facetioufly an{wered, 
that it was not in his majefty’s power to ferve him; and then in 
4 more feriousimanner told the treafurer, that he knew the nature 
of courts well, ard that whoever is ditfinguithed by a prince’s 
favour is always expected to vote in his intereft. His majefty, 
replied the treafurer, has only a juft fenfe of your merits, in re- 
gard to which alone he defires to know whether there is any place 
at court you can be pleafed with. . Thefe tempting offers of the 
treafurer had no effect, though urged with earneiinefs, Marvell 
fill infifting that he could not accept them with honour, for he 
muft either be deemed ungrateful to theking in voting againft him, 
or falfe to his country in giving into the meafures of the court ; 
therefore the only favour he begged of his majefty was, that he 
would efleem him'as dutiful a {ubjed as any he had, and more 
in his proper intereft in refufing his offers than if he had embraced 
them, The lord Danby finding, that no arguments could. pres 
vail on Marvell to accept a place, told him, that the king had 
ordered him a thoufand pounds, which he hoped he would ac- 
cept, tll he could think what further to afk of his majely. This 

a was rejected with thé fame fledfaftnefs of mind as the firft, 

though as foon as the treafurer was gone, Marvell’ ‘8 circiih indoes 
obliged hiin to fend to a friend to borrow a guinea.’ 


We meet with a number of inftaxices which evince Mrs. Ma: 
caulay’ s fagacity in hiftorical’ inveftigation ; ; and we muft in 
juftice award to her the fame praife in her enquiries re{pecting 
fubjetts of a judicial nature, In treating of the various plots 
that Jo much attratted the public attention in the reign. of 
Charles the Second, fhe fifts the evidence on each fide with 
all the acutenefs of a Jawyer, and {he forms her own opinion 
ise pertinent and decifive obfervations. Whether her ret 
mark, 
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mark, however, .relative to. profedlional habits, in the follow- 
ing extract, be entirely well. founded; we fhall leave to the 
confideration of the gentlemen of the long robe, who are bet 
acquainted with the fact, and moit capable of defending their 
own caufe. In relating the trial of lord Stafford fhe thus pro- 
ceeds : | 


* The unequal conteft in which the prifoner was engaged, the 
unexpected.manner in which he had acquitted hinrfelf, his great 
age, his long confinement, and the preient harrafled ftate of his 
mind, were circumftances of commiferation which held in fuf- 
pence the refentments of party, the incentives of policy, and the 
zeal of bigotry, and for a while foftened the whole afleimbly inte 
a generous fympathy, when Sit William Jones refumed the evi- 
dence againit the prifoner with fuch force, art, and addrefs, that 
all the baneful paffions were again inflamed, and a violent in- 
dignation fiitdeedad the momentary tendernefs. It is ah avowed 
truth, that the confciences of lawyers are governed by rules pe- 
culiar to themfelves, and entirely eppofite to the ideas which pre» 


vail with honeft men of other profeflions ; a circumftance which, - 


though of a very important'nature, has little weight with courts 
of judicature ; every judgment is direéted by the bench or the 
bar, and the triumph gained by Sir William Jones, is a ftriking 
inftance amoneft a variety of others, which difgrace our annals, 
that trials at law are often the mere mockery of juftice; and, 
that the depriving an individual, pleading for his lite, of the 
advantage of having the laft word with the court, is, 1n reality, 
the depriving him of every advantage naturally attendant. on that 
thuch-boafted part of the Englith conftitution, the trial. by juries 
and peers.’ | TRE A Oe : 

In perufing this work, we.fometimes méet with a paf- 
fage, which, though it might fuit, the epiftolary form of 
writing, fuch.as Mrs, Macaulay’s Letters. to Dr. Wilfon, 
feems not equally well adapted to the dire& hiftorical nare 
_ Tative. © - , 


* Mr. Hume afferts, fays fhe, that, contrary to the harfh and, 
malignant drawing of bifhop Burnet, there js;a full contraft.and 
dppofition between the characters of the emperor Tiberius and 
Charles the Second: and that the emperor feems.as mugh to. 
Have furpaffed the king in abilities, as-he falls fhort of him ip 
virtue: but here we muft obferve, that Mr. Hume, laying afide 
his ufual partiality for all princes, does not, in the refpect of ca- 
pacity, do the Englifli monarch juftice 3. Charles extricated him- 
felf trom the. difficulties:mto which hig ill condu& and treachery 
had involyed-him, with an addrefs which merited the approba- 
tion of a Machiavel; and neither Tiberius or Senivs Hold have 
conducted; the.clue.of aydark and ‘crooked policy with more {kill 
his copteft, with the exclufianifts.’ cmmegtigy 53 
ebong, .2gstioang {79M nab od of Jon. t The 


than was manifett:in the. cOndudt-of: this ‘prince; ii the whole Jf 
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The fair hiftorian appears to have been fometimes led intd 
unneceflary digreflions, by inferting in the narrative fuch col- 
lateral remarks, as in the preceding volumes of the work fhe 
had thrown into annotations. We fhould almoft be tempted 
to imagine, that, in a few places, fhe has had recourfe to this 
ingenious artifice from private motives ; at leaft the following 
paffage has, in our opinion, noother title to be introduced than as 
it might prove a foil to her own narrative, which required not 
the aid of any fuch contraft. Speaking of the innovations on 
the privileges of the citizens of London, fhe thus proteeds : 


* On the infolent and violent treatment of thefe fix aldermen 
by the military, Ralph obferves, that feveral of the oppofite 
party looked on whilft the outrage was committed, not only with 
compofure but fatisfaction, as preferring the narrow dirty fervice 
of their particular faction to the peace, dignity, freedom, and 
independence of the city in general. It is reported, that one 
Duncomb, a banker, declared his aftonifhment that fo many of 
the citizens fhould take fuch pains in this affair, feeing they had 
nothing to apprehend from the court, their only defign to obtain 
fheriffs to their mind being to hang about nine or ten perfons, 
who were noxious to thofe in power: but what will yet more ef- 
fe&tually fhow the temper, the fpirit, and the-conduét of that 
mad roaring party which brought fuch confufion into the govern- 
ment, and fuch deftruction on the conftitution, that they were 
themfelves obliged to have recourfe to the daftardly and dan- 
gerous expedient of calling in a foreign power, to repair the da- 
mages and reduce the tyranny they had erected, is the account 

iven by their great advocate Mr. North, of the triumphs which 
tollowed the fuccefsful innovation of the court. ‘The fheriffs 
opened their hall, fays this writer, and began the courfe of feaft- 
ing the feveral companies, which they carried on with great plen- 
ty, jollity,. and fplendor ; and the fancy went farther, for fome 
focieties without the city, as the Temple in particular, de- 
fired the honour of dining with fheriff North, and made him a 
prefent as the way is. The muficians, who had been for a while 
excluded, were now reftored to their pofts ;, and as if they had 
been lately rétired to Parnaffus, and had come back inclined to 
poetry, were no niggards of their vein in celebrating the retti- 
tution of their faculty, they chanted out their mafter’s name in 
words at length ; as for inftance, 


The worfhipful Sir John Moor, 

After ages that name adore, © 
rang in all companies; no perfon was ever more popular and cried 
up.in the city than he was, and_ his health conftantly drank, im 
the rhyming poets fenfe, with adoration. - Wat Tyler was not 
more celebrated for courage and conftancy, than was that 
magiftrate : chearfulnefs appeared in all places publie and private, 
in the room of the fnarling back-biting minatory trade carried om 
before. It is not to be denied, but at merry-meetings, good- 
| : fellowfhip, 


J. 
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fellowfhip, in the way of healths, ran into fome extravagance, 
as that which they call huzzaing, an ufage then in its perfection ; 
and the ufe of it in healths was not unlike the aflemblies of the 
Levantine merchants, that at every health cried che viva! fo at 
all the Tory thealths, as they were ealled, the cry was reared of 


huzza! which at great and folemn feafts made no little noife, 


and gave advantage to the Whigs to charge the Tories with bru- 
tality and extravagance, both clergy and laity, which had per- 
haps been lefs, if there had been no diforders made by the other 
party to occafton rejoicing as after a recovery,’ 


Though Mrs. Macaulay has occafionally admitted a few 
quotations which might have been fpared, fhe has in general 
adopted good authorities ; and, among others, the frequéntly 
cites fir John Dalrymple’s Memoirs, whofe teftimony, how- 
ever, with regard to Sidney’s penfion from.the French king, 

fhe feems inclined to confider in the light moft favourable to 
the character of that popular republican, for whom the fo!- 
lowing laboured apology concludes the latter of thefe vo- 


lumes. 

‘ If I was addrefling a public renowned for candour and: for 
difcernment, I fhould fay, that fuch a life as that of Sidney’s, 
fupported by his writings, and-fealed with his blood, was more 
than fufficient to counterbalance any affertion which could be 
made in his disfavour: I fhould obferve, that the inflexibility of 
his temper in matters in which he believed himfelf to be in the 
right, would not fuffer him meanly to fupplicate his own father 
for money, or in the fmalleft point to recede from principle, 
though reduced to great ftraits and difficulties in a foreign coun- 
try: I fhould affert, that it was more probable that Barillon 
might charge his mafter with money which was never paid, than 
that a man of Sidney’s high fpirit and inflexibility. of temper 
fhould be prevailed on to take money from the court of, France 
for any mean and difhoneft purpofe : but, in the prefent ftate of 
manners and opinions, I fhall exclude every fuppofition and every 
argument which might rationally be drawn from eftablifhed cha- 
a and an incorrupt and active integrity, manifefted by a 
long fucceffion of repeated acts of forbearance, felf-denial, and 
perfogal danger. I fhall allow in its fulleft latitude Mr. Barillon’s 
affertion, that Algernon Sidney, who had been fome.years fup- 

rted in thofe extremities which his integrity had brought him 
into, by a penfion from the, French king, received two feverad 
fums of money from the fame prince after his return to England, 
and ‘* I believe, fays the minifter, he may be gained to: your 
majefty’s fervice :” but what was this fervice ? Was it betraying 
the liberties of his country toa foreign or domettic tyrant ?. was 
it to increafe the power of France te.the.preiudice. of his native 
country? No;.it.was to procure the diffolution :of_a,bafe and 
venal parliament. it.was to difband an army raifed on the defign 
ef eftablifhing defpotifm in England; it was to pull a a 
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176 Macaulay Graham’s Hiffory of England. 
minifter who had been the principal agent,in concluding the 
king’s infamous mon¢y-negociations with the coyrt of France, 
‘and who had been the promater of corruption in parliament, and 
of arbitrary power in the ftate. ‘* The fieur Algernon Sidney, 
writes Barillon to his mafter, is a man of very high defigns, which 
tend to the re-eftablifhment of a republic; he is in the party of 
the Independents and other fectaries, and this party were matters 
during the late troubles ; they are not at prefent very powerful 
in Serhingeen, but they are ftrong in London; qnd it is through 
the intrigues of the fieur Algernon Sidney, that one of the two 
fheriffs, named Bethel, has been elected.” Let that party, who 
inveigh againft Sidney for his prejudices in favour of a republic, 
fay ‘if this conduét-was a deviation from principle ; and if not, 
what becames of the affertion that Sidney was bribed by the court 
of France? Does not bribery confift in the engaging a man to 
do that for money which: is not agreeable to -his inclinations, his 
opinions, and his principles ; and which he would not otherwife 
have done withoutit ?. If any part of lord Howard’s evidence is 
to becredited, he faw Sidney take fixty guineas out of his pocket 
for the purpofe of forwarding the defigns of the popular party 
againft Charles. It is highly probable that as the faction in Eng- 
Jand, on whom Sidney had any influence, were compofed of In- 
dependents, the generality of whom were in mean circumftances, 
that great part of the money which he at different times received 
from the court of France, might have been expended in ufeful 
donations to {upport his credit and ‘his ‘influence with his parti- 
zans : but fuppofe it was really pocketed for his own ufe and emo- 
lument, there is fufficient matter in the apology written by him- 
felf, and: publifhed atter his death, to juftify ‘him fully on this 
point. After relating feveral attempts which had been made to 
affaffinate him in his exile, Sidney proceéds as follows: *¢ The 
aoa of this perfecution obliged me to feek the protection @f 
fome foreign prince, and being then in the vigour of my age, 
had reputation enough to have gained honourable employments ; 
but all my defigns were broken by meffages and letters from this 
court, fo as none durft entertain me; and when I could not com- 
prehend the grounds of dealing with me infuch away, when | knew 
that many others who had been my companions, and given, as | 
thought, more jut caufes of hathedt ainft thém than f had done, 
were received into favour, or fuffered to live quietly, a mijn of 
quality, who well’ knew the temper of the court, explained the 
myftery to me, by letting me know that I was diftinguifhed from, 
the reft becaufé it was Known that [could not‘be corrupted.” If 
a Fabricius thould‘arife from the dead, and ‘make any objection 
to Sidney’s having condefcended to accept, in ghefe circumitances 
of perfecution, a decent fupport from the bounty of a liberal 
monarch, we fhould attend with gravity to his feruples, and en- 
deavyour to remove. them f into the nature and exts 
gencies of'modern life: we fhould affert, that it was a juit and 
competent knowledge of the value of external muh 





which gave the {tamp of virtue to acts of forbearance: we thould 
argue, that a total indifference to a {tate of poverty or affluence, 
as it ina manner annihilates all temptations to every fpecies of 
venal corruption, it in a great meafure weakens the merit of pub- 
lic and private integrity ; and that a man’s reje€ting, with a be- 
coming contempt, ‘every external advantage which would natu- 
rally follow a deviation from principle, did not lay him under any 
obligation to refufe advantages which were in no manner connett« 
ed with any fuch derogatory circumftances ; and that thofe noble 
féntiments which led great minds to defpife the wages of iniquity, 
could be no rational bar to the receiving emoluments and favours 
from the liberality, the oftentation, or the perfonal affection of 
an individual, who did not require any facrifice of the nicett 
rules of honour, or the ftricteft dictates of principle. Arguments 
like thefe might, in all probability, have convinced the Roman 
conful,. that the regard which Sidney paid to the alleviating his 
neceflities, when fuch an alleviation could be obtained without 
any deviation from principle or honour, rather heightens than 
decreafes the merit of his acts of forbearance :_ but with what face 
of ferious argument can we encounter the overftrained delicacy 
of an age, who, on all occafions where the detraction of an illuf- 
triows character is not in queftion, acknowledge fuch a neceffity 
in the article of money as to authorife every {pecies of venality, 
although attended with the moft deftructive confequences, and 
aggravated with the additional crimes of deception, treachery, 
and the breach of private and public trutt. 

‘ This ridiculous charge of corruption, though it has been the 
loudeft, has not been the only attack which has been made on 
the moral character of the illuftrious patriot, whofe perfecutions 
and fufferings we have juft narrated. Mr. Hume, whofe partiali- 
ty on the fide of the court in this part of his hiftory, is a greater 
difgrace to his admirable genius and profound fagacity than any 
other page of his hiftorical writings, accufes Sidney of ingrati- 
tude, in having obtained a pardon of the king, and then entering 
into meafures to difturb his government. In. all my refearches 
on this fubjeét, I have not found this pardon to be afcertained ; 
and as I have before obferved, I cannot difcern any occafion for 
fuch a particular. pardon, The brutal Jeffries only reproached 
the prifoner with the grace he had received in the general act of 
indemnity, and in the letters of thanks which Sidney wrote to 
the French minifter, who tranfacted this bufinefs of his return to 
England, there is only mention made of a paffport from ,the 
king: but provided that Sidney’s having received a pardon was a 
proved tact, whoever: reads in his Apology the ftate of the cafe, 
will find that all the ingratitude and bafenefs lay on. the. fide of 
the king, who,. with the arm of injuftice and: oppreilion, per- 
fecuted to death the man from whom his family had received in 


their diftrefs perfonal obligations, and to whofe interpofition he 


owed the prefervation‘of his life.’ 
~ Vou. LI. March, 1781. N We 
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178 Dr. Dominiceti’s Medical Anecdotes. 


We may obferve that in a few places, this extraordinary fe- 
male writer appears to be a little carelefs in refpect to words 
‘and phrafes. Manauvre, however fafhionable, is, we think, 
not a term becoming the dignity of hiftory; neither can we 
fubfcribe to the elegance of fuch expreflions as the two follow- 
ing: ¢ the parliament had received its cue ;? ‘ on this item Lewis 
exerted all the arts of intrigue.’ Such trifling blemifhes as 
thofe, however, cannot affeé&t the merit of the work, which is 
in general fupported in a due elevation of ftyle, and in many 
places enriched. with reflexions that do honour to the writer’s 
underftanding. 





Medical Anecdotes, of the laft Thirty Years, illuftrated with Me- 
dical Truths, and addreffed to the Medical Faculty; but in an 

- efpecial Manner, to the People at large. With an Appendix, 
and copious Index. By B. Dominiceti, M.D. 8~wo. 6s. 6d. 
tn'boards. LL. Davis. 


Or perufing this volume, one might almoft be induced to 
’ imagine that the age of chivalry was returned, fo bold and 
general’ is Dr. Dominiceti’s challenge to his adverfaries, fo 
magnificent his declarations of heroic virtue in the caufe of hu- 
manity, and fo fimilar to the practice of thofe champions is the 
expedient with which he fets out on his polemical enterprize. 
His firft care is to prefent the public with the copy of a certifi- 
cate from the herald’s office, affirming the nobility of his fa- 
mily. Of what confequence this teftimony can prove to Dr. 
Dominiceti, we do not know; but we fhould-be of opinion 
that his own perfonal atchievements are, in refpect of import- 
ance to himfelf, entitled to greater confideration than the rank 
or merit of his anceftors. On this head alfo we meet with par- 
ticular information: it-appears that in March, 1754, Dr, Do- 
- miniceti opened an apparatus in the city of Briftol, where two 
years after he conftructed another upon a larger plan. In.1764, 
upon folicitation, he removed, with his family and the move- 
able machinery, of his invegtion, to London. Immediately on 
his arrival he erected his apparatus in a houfe at Millbank; 
Weftminfter ; ‘and he informs us that he prefented to the Roy al 
Society, and the College of Phyficians, an Addrefs A 
tory,of iis inventions, which, he fays, contained many unde- 
niable faéts.. To this addrefs we are told that various certi- 
ficates and affidavits of reputable citizens at Briftol were an- 
nexed; fignifying that by means of thofe inventions upwards of 
Jive hundred very angeles cures had been performed on patients 
deemed 











deemed ixckrable by the moft able phyficians and furgeons. 


farther informs us, that from the opening of the apparatus oe 


Briftol, he has with unremitted affiduity, and attention, though 
furroundéd with incredible obftruétions, prattifed his inventions 
with every pleafing and flattering circumftance of fuccefs, to 
the inexpreffible comfort and fatisfaétion of a variety “of pa- 


tients, of whom he has had upwards of fixteen thoufand under 


his care, down to the year 1780. 

Encouraged by the fuccefs of his plan, Dr. Dositnicet eftab- 
lifhed two more apparatufes at Chelfea, calculated to receive 
twa hundred perfons daily, with every becoming attention to the 
rank, the fex, the diforder, and the ei Sack of the. pa- 
tients; and in 1779, a third apparatus has been opened, nn- 
der the care of his fon, in Panton-{quare, near the Hay- 
market. In forming and improving thofe,feveral.apparatufes, 





Dr. Dominiceti affirms that he has difburfed upwards of thirty- 


Jeven thoufand pounds. ‘Admitting this to be a fa&, who might 
not be almoft tempted to believe that Dr. Dominiceti is in pof- 


feffion of the philofopher’s ftone, for which fo many enthufiaftic 


enquirers have racked their invention without effe& ? This 


amazing expence may appear more extraordinary, confidering 
how much laudable attention, in conftruéting his apparatufes, 


the doctor has paid to their economical properties. For he 


tells us, that with the afliftance of fuch a fire as is commonly _ 
ufed in the kitchen ef a private family, to boil or roaft.afingle. 


joint of meat, a dimmer of three courfes may be drefled, and 


bread baked for one hundred people, with the utmott eafe 5. 


and that with the fame fire, and at the fame time, “more than 


thirty bedchambers-may be ‘thoroughly warmed, and in each, | 


without any additional fire, the linen and woollen garments 
may be dried, and any quantity of water kept boiling. 


Among Dr. Dominiceti’s various contrivances, he mention$” 
his haying laid claim ‘to the reward for the difcovery of a prac- 


ticable and effegtual method. of turning falt-and putrid water 
frefh and fweet. ‘ On this fubject, however, we cannot help 
obferving, that: he -feems to have beet: greatly mifinformed 
with refpe& to the condnG of Mr, dawn, and the frtends of 
that gentleman, 

. Afies A variety, of preliminary: matter, Such: as, letters cer- 
tificates,: a lift of alufirions:perfonages iho have honoured Dn! 
Dominiceti's apparatus with a minute infpection, 8c. the dod 


ter: proceeds to relate’ @ number of” cafes” ‘in Whith ‘has! gnedjl® 


cated ‘baths,’ famigations, fridions, &é. ‘have been uféd Wik? 
factefsi'°' Tn recjting iF he pil Cafes, ‘we are’ préferited ‘only witl 
the injciati qBikebs UF ¢ altieh ts names ; ;. and to each’ BF 


cafes th the dotkor fabjoing 4. crema He beging. ‘with, fhe es, 
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nereal diforder ; on which fubje&- the following extract con 
tdins the two firft cafes and remarks. 


‘CASE the FIRS T.—VeEnerzear. 
© Contained in a letter addreffid to me from I, N. 


oo STR, : 

+4 1 fuffered the greateft torment and mifery for four years and a 
half in confequence of a violent ftrain I had received in one of 
my: thighs, while I was attended by a furgeon of the firft emi- 
nence in London for a virulent. gonorrhea, accompanied with 
boils and ulcers, and a {mall eruption all over the body. Befides 
loading me with internal medicines every four hours, he applied 
numerous fomentations, mercurial unctions, plaifters, blifters, 
ahd excruciating cauftics to the part affected. Thefe remedies, 
inftead of affordiiig me the leaft grief, brought on a violent fever, 
accompanied with a {welling my thigh, which, in the courfe 
of two weeks fell down, and reduced it to a fize confiderably lefs 
than the other. My anguifh now became intolerable. I enjoyed 
no reft, night or day, though I. fwallowed large quantities of 
opium ; pe when I attempted to walk, the fweat flowed down 
in large drops. . In this defperate ftage of my diforder, through 
the advice of my friends, Meff. I. D. and E. D. I came to your 
houfe. It is but juftice to acknowledge, that, by going through 
your mild and pleafant operations twice every day, the benefit I 
received was little fhort of miraculous. The fever gradually left 
mie; the thigh recovered its natural fize; and at the expiration 
of eleven weeks, every complaint being effectually eradicated, 
I-was aftonifhed to find myfelf in the full poffeffion of my wonted 
health, activity, and vigour. I, N.” 

‘ The Remark. Poorl. N.! Thou, like to Job of old, waft af- 
fii€ted and tormented from the crown of the head to the fole of 
the foot. How would a Dominiceti have been cenfured, and 
how juftly, had he treated a patient as thou waft treated? What 
excufe can ‘* a furgeon of the firft eminence” in his profeffion. 
plead for the cruel treatment? If we fhould not fufpect his 
knowledge, muft we not fear for his honefty? This gentleman 
could not have fuffered more from the ignorant quack. 


‘CASE the SECON D.—Venerzcan, 
© Contained in a letter addreffid to me from G.M. 


“SIR, 

-*6 ] had been above three years afflicted with flying pains in my 
head and joints, and with a callous carnofity in the urethra; by 
which misfortune I could make only two or three drops of water: 
at atime, and thofe with excruciating torture. Deprived both 
of appetite and reft, I was frequently forced to get out of bed 
e'% . . . . 
in the night, and walk about in great agony and diftraction. To 
this melancholy condition I was reduced by the improper ufe of 
injections of ‘the folution of mercury and fugar of lead, added to 
loads of mercurial pills, for the cure of a fimple gonorrhea. I 
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was fucceffively attended by feveral of the moft eminent furgeons? 
who falivated me, and daily encreafed my torments by the ufe o 
bougies. This laft expedient proving ineffectual to procure a 
paflage, they abandoned me to my fate. I muft acknowledge; 
indeed, to the honour of Mr. B—, in whofe houfe I liad been 
eight months, that, when he found the fmalleit bougie could no 
longer pafs, he humanely introduced me to you. In this ftate 
of defpair I came to Chelfea. By means of your pleafant baths 
and fumigations, you was able in two days to pafs through the 
urethra into the bladder feveral of your new-invented fiddle- 
ftrings. The introduction of thefé hardly gave me any pain, and 
in a few minutes after I firft tried them, my urine began to pafs 
freely. Contmuing the comfortable ufe of your baths, and of 
your catguts and fumigations into the urethra, &c. the carnofity 
was in fix weeks totally deftroyed, and the urinary paffages cleared 
from all malignity; and in nine weeks I was difcharged in a ftate 
of perfect health, which, I am happy to add, I continue to en- 
joy. G. M.” 

© The Remark, What a length of time to have been under 
cure. without remedy, without relief, afflicted, and tormented ! 
Was this occafioned by ignorance, or the love of money, in the 
praftitioners? For the credit of the profeffion, we will not fup- 
pofe the former; to preferve the character of the gentlemen, we 
will not fufpect the latter. Will reafon approve of fuch improper 
and deadly expedients? Doth not humanity abhor, and fhudder 
at, fuch unneceflary, fevere, and cruel experiments? Quackery, 
by its delufive promifes of a cure, and falfe pretences to fcience, 
could not have been more hurtful and mifchievous, nor refleéted 
more difgrace and fcandal upon the art of healing. Dr. Domi- 
niceti, in the fhort {pace of nine weeks, accomplifhed with eafe 
and pleafure to the patient, what a number of the faculty, men 
not ignorant and unlearned, but well verfed in the theory and 
practice of phyfic and furgery, did not accomplifh in the {pace 
of three years, even with the application of racks and tortures, 
and never could have accomplifhed ; for they had cruelly deferted 
and abandoned him. I enlivened the hopes of the patient by 
adminiftering comfort in his affliction ; they, by driving him to 
defpondency, increafed it, The one made life, the other death, 
defirable. Howefuperior to the regular profeffor was the fup- 
pofed quack! To adeplorable ttate will every patient be re- 
duced, whofe phyfician or furgeon hath recourfe to mercuriaf 
remedies, bougies, or injections, fo pernicious to the conftitu- 
tion? ited meen aps 

The cafes and remarks on the venereal difeafe are fug:eeded 
by reflections on the modern practice of curing that diftemper, 
with extra&ts from, and obfervations upon, the productions 
of feveral writers who have treated the fubject. 

We fhould not be furprifed. to find Dr: Dominiceti a de- 
termined enemy to medicines, the bafis of which was lead ; 
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but that he fhould fo indifcriminately reprobate the ufe of 
mercury in, the venereal difeafe, may be accounted the moré 
extraordinary, confidering that his remarks feem to indicate 
the exiftence of fomething mercurial in his own conftitution. - 

Dr. Dominiceti next treats of the nature and cure of the 
feurvy ; and alfo gives cafes and remarks on particular difeafes 
produced by the fcurvy, whether fimple, or complicated with 
the lues venereéa. Among thofe are the ftone and gravel, ftop- 
page of urine, a diabetes, the palfy, and the dropfy. On 
the laft of thofe fibje&ts we meet with an atteftation of two 
cafes, fent by the late fir John Fielding to the mayors, chief 
officers of corporations, and aéting magiftrates in the counties 
throughout England. Next follow cafes of the confumption ; 
of nodons and {chirreus tumors; and of ulcers, fiftulas, can- 
cers, the leprofy, an inveterate itch, diforders produced by 
the {mall-pox, with cafes of the bilious and flatulent colic. 

For the gratification of our readers we fhall lay before them 
the following anecdotes of fir John Fielding, who appears to 
have been for fome time moft intimately connected with Dr. 
Dominiceti. 

¢ In the month of July, 1766, my acquaintance with Sir John 
Fielding commenced ; and on the eighteenth day of the fame 
month, I was favoured with the firft vifit from him, in company 
with William. Kelynge, Efq. Thomas Kynafton, Efq. and 
Sampfon Wright, Efg. three gentlemen of approved worth alfo, 
who had-the honour to fit on that bench, over which he pre- 
fided with fo much applaufe to himfelf, and with fuch effential 


advantage to his country. 

‘ The compliments being over (and, I muft confefs, on the 
part of Sir John, they were rendered not .a little flattering to 
me, by ‘the accounts he declared he had received, from every 


different quarter, of my medical fkill and fuccefs) he begged to - 


confult with me on acomplairt of hisown, which, he'protefted, 
had, notwithftanding the beft advice, and the beft affiitance, of 
the faculty, continued to torment him, more or lefs, for up- 

wards of eighteen years. 
. ¢ In the prefence of the above-named magiftrates, no fooner 
had I, with my ufual franknefs, explained to him every circum- 
ftance of my general practice, and of my particular.one, in dif- 
orders fimilar to that which he had mentioned, than, addrefling 
himfelf to his friends, he obferved, that nothing could be more 
rationdf,” nothing more efficatious, than the methods I had de- 
fcribed, and concluded with éxprefling his‘refolution, if it might 
fuit my prefent convenience, to become, at once,i my gueft,and 
my patient. di? heise - i 7 a 
-¢ Fhe next day, with his lady, he accordingly fixed his pro- 
tempore refidence at my hgufe; where, entering more fully inte 
ghe; nature of kis fituation than he had done at out firft interview, 
° he 
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he told me—what hardly a perfon in the kingdom, but myfelf, 
did not already know—that the caufe of his long blindnefs, as 
well as of the continuance of that inveterate diforder which he 
now defired my afliftance to remove, originated from the lamenta- 
ble ignorance of a furgeon in adminiftering mercury to him, 
while he was yet a young man, and an officer of the guards;— 
an ignorance, which, though irreparable in its effects, and con- 
ftituted criminal, by the verdi& of an Englith jury, was .only 
punifhed, however, with a pecuniary forfeiture—with a mulé,. 
atrifling, inadequate, mulct of five hundred pounds. 

‘ Leaving my houfe every morning at eight o’clock, in ordet 
to attend the important duties of his office in town, and regu- 
larly coming back in the evening at fix, Sir John continued to. 
reap the benefit of my inventions, twice a day, for about four 
months; when, finding, to our mutual fatisfaction, that his 
complaints were effectually banifhed, and his priftine health and 
chearfulnefs reftored, he returned home. . , 

¢ Even then, however, and for nine years after, fo delighted: 
had he been with thofe operations, which, when finking into the 
vale of years, and haftening to his grave by the encreafing ra- 
vages of along-rooted, mifmanaged, diftemper, had made him, 
as it were, a new man, that he could not (till death, in depriv- 
ing him of his firft lady, {natched from him. an ineftimable jewel) 
be happy without vifiting me at leaft every Saturday evening, 
ftill with that jewel by his fide, in order to indulge in the luxu- 
rious recreation of my baths, and to enjey with my family, till 
the following Monday, the pleafures of that refined, that rational 
fociety he loved. 

¢ Thus it was, that I became honoured with the envied friend- 
fhip, the yet more envied protection, of one of the moft refpectable, 
and of all others certainly the moft ufeful, magiftrate of the age. 
Thus.it was, that Sir John Fielding, never more pleafed than in 
converfing with my patients, in learning, from their ewn mouths, 
the particulars of their paft and prefent ftate, and in relating to 
his friends the aftonifhing cures performed on them, at length 
(having for that purpofe obtained the royal approbation) fpon- 
taneoufly undertook, in his official capacity, to diffufe the fame 
of my inventions throughout the. Britith dominions ; courting for 
fuch aéts of public humanity no reward but what accrued to him 
from the feelings of a benevolent mind, indulged in the fublimeft 
of all gratifications, and even fpurning at the idea, that it fhould 
for a moment be conceived he wifhed for any other, 

.* After the lofs of his companion, his nurfe, his wife, his 
every thing that was dear to him—or rather, after, what for 
wife reafons had becothe neceflary, his fecond marriage—my 
vifits from Sir John were lefs frequent, though ftill, in f{pite of 
the manoeuvres which had been practifed to prevent it, not lefs 
amicable. Till his diffolution, indeed, our mutual regard re 
mained unimpaired; nor, even in appearance, would it have 


fuftained the fmalleft diminution of its wonted public difplay, 
: N 4 had 
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had it not been—with extreme reluétance I repeat it—for the ill- 
omened interpofition of a woman and phyfician. Happy had it 
been if that interpofition had not tended to accelerate—what it 
was my pride to have protraéted—the death of my friend. 

¢ With a new wife—and of how many other hufbands has it 
been the fame lot !—with a new wife, Sir John found himfelf 
{addled with a new doétor; and, as fortune would have it, who 
fhould this. laft perfonage prove to be but the celebrated Dr. 
W—., whofe celebrity 1 have, in the foregoing pages, had too 
many occafions to render more celebrated full ? 

‘ The conftant language at Brompton now was, ‘* Really, Sir 
John, I am furprifed you can be at the trouble and expen¢e of 
going every week in this manner to Chelfea for thofe baths; I 
am {ure you continue well enough, and don’t want them.” —~ 

‘ Of thefe gentle remonftrances the defired effect was foon pro- 
duced ; and it is well-known, that, when one leading point has 
been gained, the others generally follow, as mere matters of 
courfe.—T he fubfequent topics, therefore, from being of a pri- 
vate, became of a political, nature; nor, on a fubject of fuch 
general import, could the amazing encreafe of foreigners in this 
country efcape notice. 

‘¢ Why,” it was faid, and repeatedly faid—** why encourage 
that Italian, your Dominiceti, as you call him, when we have fo 
many fine medical gentlemen of our own, born in England, and 
educated at Englifh univerfities >—Indeed, Sir John, it is highly 
wrong for a perfon of your confequence in the ftate to give a 
public fanétion to this man’s inventions: you have already made 
one half of the faculty your enemies by it; and truly, if you 
perfevere jn thus ruining their practice, there is no knowing what 
may be the confequence.”— | 

* Could attacks like thefe be refilled >—No.—All-generous as 
he was, my friend fuffered them to operate upon his eafy mind ; 
nor, howéver I might regret, could I condemn, the external 
facrifice he made of his benevolent intentions, when I refleéted 
on the many proofs I continued to receive, that internally there 
was no ceffation of his good wifhes, and when I could fot but be 
fenfible, that fuch facrifice was the fine qua non of enfuring to 
him that domettic felicity he prized fo dear.’ 


Dr. Dominiceti informs us that he intends foon to publith a 
Treatife on the Gout and Rheumatifm, and alfo a Treatife on 
Female Diforders. Thofe different publications are to be fol- 
lowed by a Treatife on Fevers, an enlarged Work on the Dif- 
eafes treated in the prefent Volume, a Pharmacopceia, and a 
Treatife on Mineral Waters, 

It would feem as if Dr. Dominiceti had received great pro- 
vocation from the faculty, on whom he is now determined to 
have revenge. It is probable, that, on the fubject of the doc- 
tor’s inventions, both parties may entertain a préjudice that 
warps their opinions, and prompts them to declarations that 
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are inconfiftent with fair experiment and candour. We would 
admit the utility of medicated baths, fumigations, and fric- 
tions, in many cafes of the venereal, as well as other difeafes ; 
but we would not, therefore, in the former, abfolutely con- 
demn the eftablifhed ufe.of mercury, as a method of cure uni- 
yerfally deftructive to the conilitution. Dr, Dominiceti, how- 
ever, has avowedly commenced hoftilities ; and if he cannot 
perfuade his opponents to have recourfe to his apparatus, he 
will, we doubt not, at leaft endeavour to feat them by the 
force of invective, which, we muft acknowlege, he manages 
with no {mall degree of i ingenuity and addrefs, 





ff Selection of Hebrew Poems tranflated. By John hee, of 
Queen’s College, Oxford. fo. 35.6d. Evans, 


WE have already, in feveral critiques on various perform- 

ances, given our opinion concerning religious, or what 
is generally called divine poems, which, though apparently 
written with good and pious intentions, are, for the moft part, 
very dull, unedifying, and even fometimes tedious and difguit- 
ful: and under this predicament muft fall, we apprehend, the 
volume now before us, which is called a Sele&tion of Hebrew 
and Chaldee Poems, tranflated from various parts of Holy 
Scripture. There is, unfortunately for our author, a natural 
pathos, and noble fimplicity, in the Sacred Writings, which 
no modern numbers, however excellent, can equal, much 
lefs improve or furpafs ; all imitations, therefore, tranflations, 
parodies, &c. appear languid and imperfect ; all the attempts 
of ode, rhyme, and blank verfe are vain and fruitlefs, and 
like paint upon the cheek of native beauty, but deform and 
difgrace what they were meant to heighten and adorn.’ The 
yerfifier of Scripture forgets that it is impoffible to clothe any 
one thing in nature in a new drefs, without running the ha- 
zard of difguifing it, and the more beautiful the obje&, the 
more will it fuffer from external appearance, and a change 
of habit. Some of the moft affeCting and fublime paflages from 
the Pfalms and Prophets are in this work of Mr. Farrer’s fo 
metamorphofed, that we can trace in his ill-painted copy very 
few features of the divine original. In confirmation of our opi- 
nion in this particular, we will lay before our readers, that 
they may judge for themfelves, the fecond poem in this col- 
leGtion, from the firft chapter of the fecond:-book of Samuel, 
being a verfion of the celebrated lamentation of woe on the 
death of Sanl and J. 
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Farrer’s Hebtew Poems 


* On ‘yonder hills that kifs the fky 
The flower of Ifrael droops her head ; 
Her fweets are loft, her beauties die, 
And all her vernal charms are fled. 
On yonder hills that kifs the tky, 
Pathetic lute, with forrow {well, 

In battle flain the heroes lie; 

© Jacob, how thy mighty fell ! 


* Forbear, O Fame, with haughty ftrains 
In Gath to tell the gloomy tale : 
Forbear on Afcalonia’s plains, 

To bid the fatal theme prevail ; 

Left Paleftina’s maids rejoice, 

And ftrike the gay triumphal fhell: 

Left heathen maids with choral voice 
Sing loudly how the mighty fell. 

‘ No more, ye hills, may genial dews 
Your foil with liberal bounty crown ; 

No more may heaven its boons diffufe, 
And fhower the ripe oblation down: 

For there the joys of Ifrael fled ; 

Your crimfon rills proclaim too well ; 

For there the chiefs and heroes bled, 
Th’ anointed king, the mighty fell. 

¢ With valour heaved the prince’s breatt ; 
An arm of fate the monarch rear’d ; 
They fmil’d, and Ifrael’s fons were blef ; 
They frown’d, and all Philiftia fear’d. 
As eagles fleet, as lions keen 

They glow’d the martial foul to quell ; 
"Fhe bow was bent, the {word was feen, 
The warrior bled, the mighty fell. 


‘ When Peace her downy wing difplaid, 
And Plenty crown’d the joyful year, 

In all their mein the Graces play’d, 
And all their words were kind and dear. 
Their virtues bleft a laughing land ; 
With joy, ye fons of Ifrael, tell; 

O tell with tears, how hand in hand 
The royal pair, the mighty fell. 

 O now, ye maids of Ifrael, fing 

The fweet, the fad, the tender lay ; 
Bewail your lord, bewail your king, 
And weep your pearly eyes away : 

Who bade you fcarlet robes to wear, 
Who gave your charms the winning {pell, 


Who clad in gold—my lute, forbear ! 
_On yonder heights the mighty fell. ~ 





And, 
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‘ And, oh my fecond felf, my friend, 

For thee mine eyes with forrow flow : 

To mournful lays, dear fhade, attend, 

And hear me touch the lute of woe. 

Sweet was thy foul, thy love fupreme 

Did every female love excel ; 

In vain I wake the pleafing theme ; 

On yonder heights the mighty fell. 


* On yonder hills that kifs the tky 
The flower of Ifrael droops her head ; 
Her {weets are loft, her beauties die, 
And all her vernal charms are fled, 
On yonder hills that kifs the fky, 
Pathetic lute, with forrow fwell, 

In battle flain the heroes lie ; 

O Jacob, how thy mighty fell!’ 


And now let us (forgive, gentle readers, the unfafhionable 
employment) turn to our Bible, and contemplate the beauties 
of the following pathetic elegy: — 


‘ The beauty of Ifrael is flain upon thy high places: how are 
the mighty fallen! 

* ‘Tell it not in Gath, publith it not in the ftreets of Afkelon - 
left the daughters of the Philiftines rejoice, left the daughters of 
the uncircumcifed triumph. _ 

‘ Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let 
there be rain upon you, nor fields of offerings: for there the 

Shield of the mighty is vilely caft away, the thield of Saul, as 
though he had not been anointed with oil. 

a Seems the blood of the flain, from the fat of the mighty, 
the bow of Jonathan turned not back, and the fword of Saul re- 
turned fiot empty. 

‘ Saul and Jonathan were lovely, and pleafant in their lives, 
and in their death they were not divided : they were fwifter than 
eagles, they were ftronger than lions. 

* Ye daughters of Ifrael, weep over Saul, who clothed you 
in {carlet with other delights, who put on ornaments of gold 
upon your apparel. 7 

‘ How are the mighty fallen in the midft of the battle! O 
Jonathan, thou waft flain in thine high places. 

‘ I am diftreffed ‘for thee, my brother Jonathan: very plea- 
fant haft thou been unto me: ihy love to me was wonderful, 
pafling the love of women, — 

‘ How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war pe- 
rifhed ! 

It is impoffiible to read this elegant lamentation, as it here 
ftands, without blaming, in fome meafure, the rafhnefs, and 
pitying the falfe tafte of any man who could think of improving 
it by-the jingle of rhyme, or wire-drawing it, as Mr. Farren 

has 
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has done, into a piece of mert modern fing-fong. Compare 
the plain fimple yi bi of * the beauty of Ifrael flain in 
her high places,’ to ‘ the flower drooping 1 its head on hills that 
kifs the fky’—* the daughters of the uncircumcifed triumph,’ 
with * Paleftina’s maids ftriking the gay triumphal thell’— 
* they were lovely in their lives’ fays the Scripture <¢ their 
words (fays Mr. Farrer): were kind and dear’ —* ye daughters 
of Ifrael weep over Saul’ fays David. — This, our author'thinks, 
was not enough, and therefore bids them ‘ weep their pearly 
eyes away’ not becaufe, as feripture plainly fays ‘ he clothed 
them in fcarlet’ but becaufe he * bade them fcarlet robes to 
wear, and gave their charms the wixning-/pell.?— All thefe 
tinfel ornaments, this glow of poetical colouring, added by 
our tranflator, it is evident, only marrs the beautiful fenti- 
‘ment, and deftroys the dignity and fimplicity of the original. 
In Mr. Farrer’s verfion of the 114th Pfalm, we meet with 
the fojlowing lines: 
© Portentous nature, quake with fear » 
The Lord thy fovereign fire is near ; 
Who from the flinted /cene, 
To crown his eleé&t Hebrew’s toil 
Commands the fountain ftream to doi, 
And makes the defart green.’ 


This, we fuppofe, was meant for a tranflation, or imitation, 
of that fublime paffage : 

‘ Tremble, thou earth, at the prefence of the Lord, at the 
prefence of the God of Jacob. 

‘ Who turned the hard rock into a ftanding water, and the 
flint-ftone into a fpringing well.’ 


Here the earth 1 is changed, by the poet’s mind, into * por- 
tentous nature ;’ and the flint-ftone is called a ‘ fliuted fcene,’ a 
ftrange and turgid phrafe. In the word. ele, which, at beft, 
is a ftiff expreffion, the accent, we may obferve, contrary to 
all ufage, is laid upon the firft fyllable ; and the fountain- 
ftream (i. e. the ftream ifluing from the. fountain) that it may 
rhyme to toil, is found not only to dub4/e, which it probably 
might, but, which David we believe never thought of, to 
boil alfo. The ‘ making the defert. green,’ as mentioned in 
the laft line, isan addition by Mr. Farrer, and not to be met 
with, as we remember, in the Holy Pfalmift. 

In his tranflation of the 13th and 14th Chapters of Hfaiah, 
our author informs us (fee p. 42) that 

‘ The mountains echo to—the founds of flate.? 


Sounds of ftate is, we imagine; a mew phrafe to fignify 


trumpets. He tells us a” little after that the Medes fhall 
eka | - Dash 
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‘ Dah the children on the aveeping ftones.’ 

that 
© Dark flaguation on the realm fhall reign.’ 

and that he 
‘ The golden city bows her head in clay.’ 


In the found of numbers what a difference is made by the 
alteration of a fingle word! dowinag the head in the duff, is a 
common expreflion, and paffes off very well ; but how ridicu- 
lous the idea becomes, when a poet talks thus of bowing his 


head in clay / the Scripture plainly fays ‘ the worm is fpread 


under thee, the worms fhall cover thee ;’? but our author, with 
a view, we fuppofe, of heightening the calamity, cries out, 


« Around thy corfe fhall filthy worms be fpread, 
Crawl at thy royal feet, and daugwet o’er thy head.’ 


This, by the extraordinary pains taken to illuftrate the paf- 
fage, inftead of awakening ferious thoughts, makes it even 
ludicrous, and tends rather to raife laughter than admiration. 

Works of this kind, therefore, thould, in general, be ftyled 
not tranflations from, or imitations, but durle/gues of Holy 
Scripture. 

At the fame time that we neither approve of the plan or 
execution of this work, juftice obliges us to acknowlege that 
there are parts of it not without merit, as our readers will fee 
by the following fhort quotation from the beginning of his 6oth 
chapter of Ifaiah. 


‘ Arife, O fun; from yonder eaftern bower 
Difpel the darknefs and the clouds of night ; 
On Salem’s head the tide of glory fhower ; 

- Arife, O God, in full perfection bright. 
Imperial Salem, caft thine eyes around ; 
Thy joyful children from afar advance ; 
The fongs of nations through thy halls refound, 
And alien princes.through thy palace dance : 
The fons of Sheba gold and incenfe bring, 

And hail with vocal joy thy Saviour and thy King : 

‘ The fons of Kedar at thy fhrine attend 
With pure oblations from the bleating fold: 
The fons of Ocean at thine altar bend ; 
The fhips of Tarfhith offer piles of gold. 
The ftranger kingdoms fhall rebuild thy wall; 
Thy ptoud oppreffors bow the fervile knee ; 

_ Thy late defpifers at thy feet ‘fhall fall, 
And vaffal tyrants reverence thy decree : 
The diftant nations fhall thy voice adore, 

And all that fcorn thy name fhall-fall for evermore.’ 


From 
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“From this and two or three other pafiages which we inet 
with in our perufal of this boak, it appears that the author is 
poffefied of fome poetical abilities, fufficient to fecure him a to- 
lerable fhare of reputation, if he would exercife them on other 
fubjetts : there is ample fpace in the wide field of literature 
for fancy, genius, and learning to expatiate in, without break- 
ing up holy ground. By fome other road (certainly not. by 
this) Mr. Farrer, by care and affiduity, may hereafter procure 
for himfeif an honourable feat in the regions of Parnaffus. - . 


aie —————— 
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A Difcourfe, in Two Parts, upon Uaiah, Chap. Vil. Vers 14, 
15, 16. Preached before the Univerfity. of Cambridge; on 

Sunday, December 24, 1780, By T. Poitlethwaite? 2. D. 
to. 1s. 6d. Cadell. ruis 


4 

TS defien of this Difcourfe is to explain the following 

celebrated prophecy of Tfaiah : ‘ Therefore the Lord hini- 

felf thall give you a fign: Behold, a virgin fhall conceive and’ 
bear a fon,’ &c. ch. vii. 14, 15, 16. Ate 

Interpreters have ufually reprefented this prophecy as fpoken 
to Ahaz, to perfuade and convince him, that he fhould af- 
faredly be delivered from an invafion, which then threatened. 
him‘with utter deftruction. But this learned writer endea- 
vours to fhew, that the obje& of the prophecy could not be 
in any fenfe (primary' or fecondary, exprefs-or typical) to eon- 
vince Ahaz of the certainty of his deliverance; that,-in’faé&, 
no miracle was wrought, no fign exhibited, which could pof- 
fibly imprefs him with fuch an expeétation ; that this pafiage 
contains, . of : 

‘ A diftiné and literal predittion of: the bitth of Chrift un- 
embarrafled with double fenfes; that it is defcriptive, in-part at 
leaft, both.of his dignity, and humiliation ; that it neither had, 
nor was nfeant to have, any completion but in his perfon ; and 
that a fign (a miraculous fign, if the literal prediétion of future 
events be miraculous) is therein held out to Ahaz; and the houle 
of David, not only to evince’to thedi*the certainty of this extra- 
ordinary birth, but to infpiré’them with an affured hope and ex- 
pectation, that the line of David fhould never tail, till this won- 
derful prophecy had received its full accomplifhment.’ 

As this is a new interpretation of a very important paflage, 
which has perplexed all .the commentators, we fhall give our 
author’s paraphrafe at full length, : 

¢ When Ahaz, doubting and irrefolute, declined to afk of 
God a fign of hjs deliverance; the prophet, deeming his infi- 
delity incutable, and difdaining, ‘as it were, farther conferesce 
with a prince who, by this perverfe unbelief, was become ae 

is 
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his concern, folemnly addreffes himfelf to the. whole houfe of 
David. ‘* Hear ye now, O houfe of Dayid, is it a fmall thing 
for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God alfo?” Is it 
not enough that ye negleét and defpife the admonitions and ex- 
hortations of your teachers, and fcornfully reject thofe who la- 
bour to inftruct and reform you# But will ye by your obftinate 
unbelief provoke the wg of your God? ° Will no warne 
ings awake, no kindnefies foften, no promifes Peay you? 
Have ye forgotten God’s tender mercies of old? Has he not 
fworn by himfelf that he will never fail David?” Or think 
ye that his arm is waxed fhort, and that his power and providence 
are no longer able to protect you againft your infulting enemies ? 
Has he not faid, that ‘* the feed of David fhall endure for ever, 
and that his throne fhall be as the days of heaven ?” and can ye 
now fear that his houfe fhall be extinét, and his throne filled by 
a ftranger, the fon of Tabeal? Your unbelief may provoke 
God to anger, but it can never defeat his purpofe. Your obfti- 
nacy may call down his judgements upon yourfelves, but know 
notwithfianding that the line of David thall never fail till the pros 
mifed feed fhall come. And now (though your unbelief makes 
you little worthy of this grace from an oftended God, yet) he will 
not only condefcend to inform you more fully concerning the 
birth and character of that extraordinary perfon; but out of com- 
paffion to your weaknefs he will meet your dangers with his pro- 
tecting arm, and your incredulity with a fign, which may and 
ought to convince you, that he is ever true and faithful to hig 
romife. , 

«¢ Behold, in the fulnefs of time, a virgin thall conceive ang 
bear a fon, and fhall call his name Immanuel.” This illuftrious 
offspring of David fhall not come into the world in the ordinary 
courfe of human generation; He thall be born of a pure vitgin, 
and thall eminently be 'the'feed of the woman. He shall. be tog, 
what his name imports, God with us. Though his divine na- 
ture infinitely tranfcends the weak and perifhing conftitution, of 
man, yet he fhall vouchfafe under a human form, to vifit, in- 
firuct, protect, and govern, the children and houfhold of his 
fervant David. His exalted perfeétions indeed may well be fup- 
pofed to be exempt from human frailties ; yet he fhall not afflume 
that privilege. He fhall not only appear in fafhion as a man, but 
he fhall humble himfelf under the infirmities of our nature. He 
fhall not even be a ftranger to the weaknefles of childhood, 
«¢ Butter and honey fhall he éat that he may know to refufe the 
evil and choofe the good.” His infancy fhall requireto be nurfed 
with ‘the fame tender care as that of the frail offspring of man; 
and the fame mild and: delicate food fhall be neceffary to his 
growth in ftature and wifdom, This humble and affectionate 
condefcenfion imay well feem to you ftrange and unaccountable, 
Ivis indeed-wonderful ; but’ neither impoffible, nor incredible, 
For by this fign, which God himfelf now holds out to you, ye may 
affuredly: know that thie exalted ‘perfon, this promifed feed, fhall 
Setanta soit 2i | 9 see ra 
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in his appointed time gracioufly vouchfafe to blefs his people 
with this divine vifitation. ‘‘ Before a child fhall know to re» 
fufe the evil and choofe the good, the land that thou abhorreft 
fhall be forfaken of both her kings.” In lefs time than a child 
can be begotten, born, and become capable of diftinguithing 

ood from evil, thofe two kings, who now menace you with in- 

ant and apparently unavoidable deftruétion, fhall lofe both their 


- kingdoms and their lives. If this come notto pafs, then fay that 


the Lord hath not ipoken by me, But when ye fee your des 
liverance, now fo hopelefs, accomplifhed, both in time and cirs 
cumftances, according to my word, it will then be the indifpen- 
fable duty both of you and your children, with humble and im- 
plicit confidence, to expect, and look forward to, God’s ape 
pointed time for difplaying to the world this myfterious difpen« 
fation. | 

‘ Thus it appears that my text confifts of two diftin® parts. 
The two. firft verfes contain an exprefs and literal prediction of 
the birth and character of Chrift; the laft verfe holds out a pros 
phetic fign, whofe completion (fo foon to take place) fhould give 
full affurance to Ahaz and the houfe of David that the preceding 

rophecy concerning the Meffiah fhould in due time. be punc- 
tually fulfilled. 

‘ It was not then in the prophet’s intention to ftruggle longer 
with the perverfe and unconquerable incredulity of Ahaz and 
his houfe. It was comparatively of {mall importance to allay 
their fears, or to demonftrate to them the certainty of a deliver- 
ance which was almoft immediately to be accomplifhed. But 
this illufirious prediction of the birth of the Mefliah was of high 
and unfpeakable confequence, not only tothe houfe of David, 
but to the general, interetts of religion in all fucceeding ages. 
And it was with the utmoft propriety that the prophet -refted 
the evidence and expectation of it upon a deliverance, which 
impotence and defpair had then reprefented as utterly hopelefs 
and incredible. 

_¢ That this is the true interpretation of my text will farther 
appear from what follows. The prophet concludes his difcourfe 
to Ahaz with denouncing upon him and his people, notwith- 
ftanding their deliverance from their prefent danger, grievous 
afflictions for their wickednefs and unbelief. . No fooner is their 
interview ended than the prophet is commanded by God himfelf 
to take a great roll, and to write in it concerning Maher-fhalal- 
hafh-baz. This is manifeftly the child alluded to in the laft verfe 
of my text ; and his name importing to make hatte to the fpoil, 
and run fwiftly to the prey, he is evidently a fymbolical promife 
that the enemies of Judah thall foon become a fpoil and a prey. 
The writing is an exprefs republication of the prophetic fign 
held out to the houfe of David in the laft verfe of my text; 
which is here with great folemnity recorded, and attefted -b 
faithful witneffes, Uriah the prieft, and Zechariah the fon of 
Jeberechiah. This attefted record is meant, not only to mark 
9 this 
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this prophetic fign with peculiar diflinétion,.bur to-be a ftanding 
evidence to the houfe of David that God propofed,it to them ana 
time when the deftruétion of the confederate kings was highly 
improbable. This récord contains an account .of, Ifaiah’s going 
in unte ‘the prophetefs, his prediction. that the fhall. bear. fons 
whofe Haine, by God’s e{pecial diretion, ‘mutt be, called, Maher- 
fralal-hafh-baz ; and lafily,. his recital of; the prophetic. fign:held: 
out in the laft verfe ofmy text, that. ‘* before Maher; fhalal-haths 
baz fhall ‘know to. refufe the evil and choofe the. good,.,the land 
that Ahaz abhors fhall be forfaken of both, her kings,” -otas:tiis! 
here fomewhat differently, bit more qghoively .cxpreticd, ‘¢ be- 
fore:he fhatl have knowledge to cry; my father‘and my mother, 
the richeft of Damafeus andthe fpoil* of Samaria: fhall be taken 
away before the king of Affyria.” ocmst 9h? 209%. 30 
* How exattly this prophetic fign had it’s‘cdffipletion appears 
from the hiftory of thefe tranfactions in: thé: books \of Kings andi 
Chronicles; there we find that about the-end,of Jotham’s -reign 
the confederate kings of Syria and Samaria,were making prepatar; 
tions to invade Judah; that the dngations (Eni ave occafion, 
to this remarkable interview between Ahaz.an ‘[fwah) actually, 
took place in the beginning of Ahaz’s reign ;, that about the third, 
year of Ahaz, Rezin the king of Syria was ‘flain, his. capital 
Damafeus was taken, and an end was put to his kingdom ; that 
the kingdom of Samaria was invaded, her town’s and provinces 
wafted and plundered, and many of het inhabitants were carried 
away inte captivity by! the king of Affyria’: and that inthe 
fourth yearof, Ahaz, Bekah the king of Samaria was perfidioully’ 
affafingted, by his. fubject and fucceflor Hothedsthic en of Elah;: 
fo that the fign which God, had - promifed, was literally, and ¢miw 
nently com ae: before it was poffible that Maher-fhalal-hath-. 
baz fhould have any rational ufe of languages .. ; A ee al 
“6 Fe ig Unneceflary to detain you longer ie enlarging upon the, 
confiftency of the oretilie explication with the hiftory , ofthe, 
titties, or the particular circumitances of Ifaiah’s interview with, 
Ahaz3 this, IT am perfiiaded, has abundantly ‘appeared in thé: 
courfe of what has alteady béen advanced. . But T would remark,’ 
that this expofition, is not’more agreeable to thé ‘context than’ to’ 
the common ufe and conftruction of language ;: which feem ‘to-be 
ftrangely. violated by almoft-every. interpreter that confiders the 
prophecy as meant to convince Ahaz of, the certainty, of , his de, 
liverance. ‘ When two. .propofitions are, connected. by. the, word» 
For, . the latter is commoply underftood to alledge fome.reafon or, 
gtound’ of ‘our affent to the former. In my,text there are two; 
djftin propofitions, prediéting two very. different events; the, 
bitth of Immanuel and the deitruction of the confederate kings =) 
the former in the fourteenth and fifteenth verfes (where the fif- 
teenttrverfe muft evidently be confidered as purely incidental, 
and’ av only apart of the ptiricipal probation} and the latrer in- 
the fixteenth verfe. Thefe propofitions are ,connected by the 
ward For, And the prophet plainly expreffes himfelf in this 
‘Vou. LI, March, 1781. O order, ~ 
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order, —Immanuel' fhall be born of a virgin, for the confederate 
kings thall fpeedily’ be’ déftroyed.—But interpreters have unac-. 
countably inverted tis order, and underftood the paflage as if 
the prophet had faid to"Ahaz,—T hou fhalt affuredly be delivered, 
or the confederate kirigs* halt {peedily be deftroyed, for Imma- 
nuel fhall be born‘of a vitgirl.— This ‘remark 1ieeds no comment. 

* I will therefore only obferve’ farther, that, if thé interpreta- 
tion now offered toiyou is adinitted, we riced not Have recourfe to 
the doctrine of accommodation in order to vindicate St. Matthew ; 
fince he'only appliés literally to Chrift, what fo many céntuiries 
before was lnterally predicted of him.” : 

~ "The learned reader will obferve, that the’ author tranflates’ 
the Hebrew article 1} .which) occurs. in two material places of 
the text, by the fame Englifh. indefinite »article «,°in both 
places : mpbyr A: virgin, and Sy ypyia child. This‘ leaves. 
him at liberty to: underftand the 16th verfe of fome other child.: 


In:the fourteenth verfe the word’ is 13 a fon, in the fixteenth 


itds *yyy) a child. This ‘change of terms, as he remarks, /eems 
to imply a différence’ of perfons.—Yet, admitting this to be 
the cafe, we do not immediately perceive, why. the word \y373 


may not be tranflated ris * chi/d;- arid refér. to Shear-jafhub.:. 


as that infant would otherwife be. introduced. for. no purpofe.. 
See chap. Vili. 18. agit 

child then. fhortly to be ‘born, whofe: birthywas to be a fign 
to Ahaz. of his: approaching deliverance from his enemies, has’ 
tranflated the Hebrew particle by , m the fifteenth verfe, by the 
word when +, inftead of that: ‘ Butter and honey fhall'he'eat, 
when he fhall know to refufe what ¥5 evil, and to choofe what 


is good :’ apprehending, that thefe words imply, that ina 
very few years Judah fhould enjoy peace and plenty, But , 


our auther obferves, that the prophet flatters, Ahaz;with..nov. 
fuch hopes ; for that, in the verfes immediately following the’. 


text, he emphatically defcribes, the.mifery and defolation of 
that country during, his reign... .See-2:Chron, xxviii.» tl 
. Our author fays :: . 1 notPaaNaos be 


© That Immantiel, born of a virgin, was not'in any fenfe. in- 


tended as a fign, either to Ahaz or the houfé of David, of their: 

approaching deliverance from their enemies, feems evident ; be- 

catife He is not fo-much as mentioned, when thé prophet, in a 

{élemii form, is foretelling the fpeedy deftruction of the confede- 

os? both by a fymibolical infant, and in exprefs words.” 
eVili. 4. 3 


= 





'@ See it rendered in this manner, Jeremiah xxviii. 16...Num- 
bers xi 6, &c. °° ; xy 
“$ Others reader it, si//, 
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_.A learned commentator, who. has interpreted tlie text of a 
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It feems a little unfavourable to our author’s hypothéfis, 
that the promife of a fign fhould immediately precede the name 
of Immanuel, and not that of the fymbolical infant. * 'There- 
fore the Lord himfelf ‘fhall give you a fign: behold -a'Virgin 
fhaH conceive and bear afon, &c.” ”’ , = 

This order of the words, and the emphatical introdtétion, 
The Lord uimsevrF fhall give, feem to imply, that Immanuel, 
and not the fymbolic infant, was the fign intended by the pro- 
phet, as aconfolation to the houfeof David. ™ 

The author has not obviated this ‘difficulty. © We “do? not 
however conceive, that it is fufficient ‘to “overthrow his .in- 


genious interpretation. ’ 


i 





An Effay on the Englith Grammar. By thé Rev. William Martin 
Trinder, Z,B. 12mo. 15. 6d. Faulder. 


HIS Effay is written on the plan; recommended and exem< 
™ plified by the beft grammarian of the age, who has ‘taught 
us what is right, by fhewing what is wrong? .Mr. Trinder,in 
almoft every part of iis work, has taken his ideas from Lowth’s 
Introduction, and he candidly owns: his obligations; but, in 
feveral inftances, he propofes what; ‘he thinks,. the genius of 
the language requires, without regard to the authority of former 
gratimarians. ‘1 
In the following paffage he endeavours very ingenioufly ‘to 


“windicate Shakfpeare from the imputation of a folecifm z+: ° 


* Oft have I {een a timely-parted ghoft, 

Of athy femblance, meagre, pale, and bloodlefs, : 

Being all defeended to the‘lab’ritg heart, > > 

Who, in the‘confli& that z# holds with death, 

‘ Attra¢is thefame for aidance.’gainft the enemyiiico © 
vitsqeIg Vine sw .S16ists Shak{peare, 2d. Heny Vy? <5) +.- 

- -& This whole:paflage. is a, ftrong : proof .of Shakipeare?s: waft 
Benins, talte, and judgment; particularly in his beaumful .ap- 
plication of the pronouns who and it; for he {peaks of a ghof, 
and as it was certainly the ghoft of fome human creature, he 
properly affigns it to the perfonal pronoun who, but not pre- 
fuming to afcertain the gender of the ghoft, or even fuppofe 
that the ghoft‘was Of any, he, moft judicioufly, ‘in ‘another 
place, marks it with-the- promoun z¢ ‘which mmplies a negation 
of gender. This charming paffage has been ftrangely mifrepre- 
fented by commentators, and it has even been confidered as 2 
moniter of Shakfpeare’s pen.’ 

Our Englith grammarians, have divided the verbs into ac- 
tive, paflive, and neuter; but this writer has introduced a 
atiddle verb, which, he thinks, will be peculiarly — 
O 2 e- 
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foreigners, who are generally very much at a lofs in the apple 
cation of the attive participle. This is formed by wen the” 
attive participle to the different’ tenfes‘of thre verb to dc: as, F 
am walking, I was walking, F have been walking, &c. 

“As works of this nature are capable of repeated corrections 
and improvements, ‘it may-be of uf to the, author, as well as 
to his. readers, to take notice of fome’ paflages in this Gram; 
mar, . which-deferve his farther confideration. 

"« Some nouns have the feme termination in both numbers : 
as,. deer, hofe, . fheep, {wine, beaux? —In, the. ‘fingwlat ner” 
the Taft word is beau and not beaux 

* Four /poonfuls. Would it not be mote ‘grammatical to 
fay, four {fpoonsful-??—Sgoonful is a compound word ; and the’ 
two parts are as“clofely united-as thofe“of-tealthful, tenxtiful, 

Sorrowful ; the. s therefore fhould certainly: be Placed at the 
énd. 

°-Teis very common to ufe su for sbeit, and yourt for shine’ 
This:ungrammatical ufe: of the plural pronqun, inftead of the’ 
fingular, cannot, F apprehend, be‘in. any other way; reconciled 
to:common. fenfe, than by imputing: it.to that excefs-of _cour~ 
tefy, which fappofes‘one mam to have'the excelfences.of- many: 
and .confequently to deferve the plural. pronoun.’?—This. isi 
certainlyright. The ufe of the fecond per{on-plural, ‘when: 
we fpeak to one perfon only, is, in the language of politenefs,: 
an intimation, that we confider him as a perfon, of as: much: 
confequence, a’ a multitude of-other people. - | 

Our: author fays: this form of: expreffion. is.‘ carefully 

avoided in’ the folemn and fublime ftyle.’—This is not fuf- 
ficient to’ account for the ufe of the fecond perfon fingular in’ 
a variety of cafes. Let us fee-if-we cannot) .aflign. fome pro- 
bable reafon. for it, ity almoft every inftance«;| When we ad~ 
drefs ourfelves to the Deity, we' confider: him as infinitely fu- 
perior to every ether being ; and therefore, we very properly 
ule ‘the fecond perfon fingular + as,° Fhou' art my God, and’ E 
will thank thee: thow art’ my God, and’ E will . ‘praife thee 
Pfal. ‘exviii. 28. : 
‘When. we fpeak to a dear and intimate friend, we ufe the” 
fecond perfon fingular, as an intimation, that he or fhe “is 
higher,.in,our efteem,: than’the reft of the werld. , pee? 


* Thoz, Stella, waft nolengeryoung,- 
When firft for thee my harp F ftrung.’ Swifts: 


¢ With thee for ever I'in woods could reft, 
Where never human foot the ground has prefs’d. 
bow from all fhades the darknefs canft exclude, 
ee from a defart banith folitude.’ 
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“We alfo ufe the fecond perfon fingular._ when. we fpeak to. 
cae of a defpicable character, as.an intimation, that.he is 
below the reft of mankind, Thus Ulyfles. to;Therfites 

‘ Have we not known thee, flave of. wall. our hott, ) 

The man. who acts the leaft, upbraids the moft ?? 

Pope, Il. i. 310. 

And thus Achilles to Agamemnon : 

‘ O monfter! -mix’d of infolence and fear, 
_... Tbouw dog in forehead, but in heart a deer!’ Ibid. 297. 
_ Thefe are the;reafons, which we would aflign for the ufe of 
the fecond perion fingular in our addreffes to the Deity, in ex- 
preffions of kindnefs and partiality for a-favourite friend, and 
in the language of contempt, to an infignificant fellow, or a 
{coundrel. 

In an addrefs to inanimate things, no compliment or ce- 
xemony can be intended ; and therefore there can be no pre- 
tence for {peaking of a fingle object, under the ideaof a plu- 
gality. Thus.in Satan’s addrefs to the fun in Paradife Loft; 

* O thou, that, with furpafing. glory crown’d, ' 
Look’ ft from #by fole dominion, like the God 
Of this new world.’ ee i ee 

It may be obferved, that, in the language of politenefs and 

refpect, the French, the Italians, and :perhaps all other people 
in Europe, ufe both the-~pronoum and the verb in. the fecond 
perfon plural, though they fpeak to:one fingle perfon. Thus 
the former fay, ‘ Vous étes fort obligeant ;’ and the latter, 
* Voi fiete molto cortefe :’? * You are very obliging.’ It muf 
however be obferved, that the ltalians generally ufe the third 
perfon: fingular, » fometimes exprefling, but more. commonly 
only implying, the word Voftra Signoria, or V offignoria, 
ufually written. V,.$,- your lordfhip: as, V. S. ha ragione; 
not havete ragione, ‘ you are-in the right.’ .And.where 4 
Frenchman would fay, ‘.J’ay regu votre livre,’ er, an Eng- 
lifhman, ‘ I,.received your book,’ an Italian would -exprefs 
himfelf thus, § Ho ricevuto il fuo libro, i. e. i libro di vof, 
fignoria,’ Thefeare refinements entirely unknown to the an- 
cient Greeks and Romans, who area themfelves with the 
plain fimple ov andsty,- 
" * The termination of the verb in « is. much more frequently 
ufed.inthe familiar, nay, every fort of ftyle, than the ancient 
termination in e+; but perhaps improperly: for it hath won- 
derfully multiplied that hifiing utterance, which was before too 
frequent in. the Englih language.” 

This notion concerning a hiffing i in our language, is a mere 
prejudice. Seea refutation of it, by Mr. Robertfon, in Hollis’s 
Memoirs, vol. il, p. 721. 
| 0; Mz. 
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Mr. Trinder has made sang an irregular verb: hang, patt. 
bung, part. pafl. bung. But this inflection is imperfe&. When 
it fignifies to fufpend, in an active fenfe, or to furnifh a room 
with draperies, it is indeed irregulay ; and it is alfo irregular 
in a neuter fenfe: as, the apple hangs on the tree, it hung 
lately, it has hung. ~But when it fignifies to execute, it is 
ufed in the regular form: as, he hangs the thief, he hanged 
him lately, he has hanged him, or he is hanged. | 

Lain, crowed, &c. are placed by Mr. Trinder in the lift of 
pafive participles ; but they are properly perfec participles ; 
for verbs, which are always ufed as neuters, and not as ‘ac- 
tives, cannot become paffives. 

* Bleed, bled, blooded or bled.’—Bhoded can only be de- 
rived from the infinitive to d/cod, which is never ufed, ef 
by the vulgar. 

* Freight, freighted, fraught.—-The participle is more 
properly freighted. Fraught feems to be an adjective. Vid. 
Lowth. : 

‘ Some grammarians will not allow than ever to attas a pre- 
pofition, and to govern a noun in the oblique cafe: bur the 
idiom of the Englith, and other modern tongues, condemns 
this opinion. He is tallerthan me. I) eft plus grand que xt0i, 

« There’s nota wretch, that lives on common charity, ~ 
But’s happier than me.’ 

We are entirely of Dr. Lowth’s opinion, who thinks, that 
the pronoun is not governed by’ the’ word shaw; but by a 
verb, or a prepofition, either exprefied or underitood : * ‘Tal- 
Jer than I am, happier than 1 am, &c.’ 

‘ The verb to de has generally after’ it a‘ nominative cafe, 
as, ‘Iam 4e.’ But in the notes it is faid, ‘ Familiar forms 
of fpeech, and the common praétice of good writers, in cer- 
tain cafes contradiét ‘this rule: as, It cannot be me, Swift. 
If it be me. Prior. To that which once was thée. Prior. 
The practice of good writersis of no weight : for the groffeft 
folecifms may be found in the moft eminent writers ; and our 
ears, by long ufage, become reconciled to abfurdities. ‘But 
the principles of grammar are, or ought to be, the principles 
of reafon, or a fyftem of rules, drawn from analogy and the 
idiom of the language. As it is evidently and confeffedly 
right to fay, ‘.1 am he,’ and, ‘Is it J?” it mutt be right, for 
the fame reafon, to fay, < It cannot be J,’ and * If it be 7? 
If this expreflion fhould feem aukward, we may eafily avoid i it, 
without the violation of any grammatical rules. 

‘ The infinitive, in fome inftances, ‘aéts adverbially. Ex. 

* Amaze, de Sure, and terror feized the rebel hoft.’ 
Mitton. 


By 
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#e-fure, is an abbreviation of to be Jure, and fignifies cer- 
tainly or furely.’—ITt is in reality a vulgar phrafe, and ought te 
;-be exploded from all correft writing. 

« If the verb be neuter, the agent and the patient are in- 
cluded within the fame nominative: as, I. walk, I fit, unlefs 
in reciprocal conftructign, as, ‘I do regent me of my fury.’— 
This pretended reciprocal conftruction is a vulgarifm, utterly 
‘meconfiftent with the genius of the Englith language. 

We have taken the liberty to fuggeft thefe obfervations, 
not with any defign to cenfure Mr. Trinder’s publication, 
which has a confiderable fhare of merit, but. to promote, in 
fome degree, the ftudy of a {cience, which ought .to be of the 
kigheft importance, in the eftimation. of every Englifhman, 
who wifhes to appear with reputation in the republic of lesters, 





The Revolution of America. By the Abbé Raynal. 8wo. 25. 650 
Jfewed. L. Davies. 


teas work formerly * publifhed under ‘the name of the 

Abbe Raynal, was univerfally received with applaufe ; : 
and fer folidity of obferv ation, and foundnefs of reflexion, it 
certainly merited great encomium, ;We were informed, how- 
ever, that it was the joint production of a fociety of literary 
men in France, who were converfant in politics, and commer- 
cial affairs; and that the abbé was the editor of the obferva- 
tions which they had feverally contributed. Whether or not 
the ingenious treatife now before us be alfo the refult of united 
labours, we meet with no intimation. There feems indeed 
fome reafon to fufpect, that this is a€tually the cafe; and if 
we might hazard a conjecture, we fhould think it not impro- 
bable, that the editor has been favoured with fome communi- 
cations from the Britifh partizans for the American caufe. At 
leaft, in many parts of the work, we may obferve a degree of 
zeal, an actimony, and a prejudice, which are hardly recon- 
cileable with the principles of unbiaffed fpeculation. * 

At beginning the review of this production, we are na- 
turally led to remark an impropriety in the title of the ‘ Re- 
volution of America.’ For whatever may be the iffue of the 
conteft between Great Britain and her colonies, a revolt, and 
not a revolution, is all thathas hitherto happened. 

The author fets out with taking a view of the ftate of Eng- 
dand in the year 1763 ; a seriéd at which he reprefents the 





se ‘The philofophical and political Hiftory of the Eftablithments and 
Commerce of the Europeans in both the Indies. Sce Crit. Rev, 
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tiation to have been particularly foftering in its bofom the feeda, 
oF internal decay, notwithftanding the great {plendour which 
tt derived from its recent glorious victories, and the vaft ac- 
quifition of territory. He'then recites the fteps which were 
taken hy the British parliament for ‘alleviating the public bur- 
den’of the nation, by impofing certain taxes on America; ob- 
ferving, that England exaéted from her colonies what. fhe 
fhould but have requefted. In fupport of this doétrine, the 
author advances a variety of abftract political arguments, fuch 
as have been repeatedly urged by the partizans of America fince 
the commencement, of. the difpute ; but never with greater 
warmth than by this foreign advocate for the revolt of our co- 
lonies. He thus expoftulates with the Englifh on the fubject 
of the fupreme jurifdiGion which they affert over America. 


© But, fay you, thefe people are rebels—-Rebels! And why 
becaufe they will not be your flaves.- A people fubdjected to the 
will of another people, who can difpofe as they chufe of their 
government, of their laws, and of their trade; tax them at their 
pleafure; fet bounds to their induftry, and enchain it by arbi- 
trary prohibitions, gre bond-fervants, yes, certainly are bond- 
feryants ; and their fervitude is worfe than what they would un- 
dergo if governed by a tyrant. Deliverance from the oppref- 
fion of a tyrant is effected by his expulfion, or his death. You 
have delivered yourfelves by each of thefe methods. But ana~ 
tion is not to be put to death, is not to be expelled. Liberty is 
only to be expected from a rupture, which by its confequences 
involyes one of “the nations, and fometimes both of them, in 
ruin. A tyrant is a monfter with a fingle ‘head, which’ may be 
ftruck off at a fingle blow. A tyrannic.nation is an hydra with a 
thoufand heads, oe the cutting off of which a thoufand fwords 
mutt be lifted up together, The crime of oppreffion committed 
by a tyrant colleéts all the indignation upon him alone. The 
commiffion of the famé crime by a numerous fociety,, {catters 
the horror and the fhame of it upon a multitude, which never 
blufhes. It is every body’s fault and nobody’s ; and the refent- 
ment of injury wanders wildly in defpair, without knowing where 
to fix, or whither it is carried. = srprag 

‘ But they are our fubjects — Your fubjeéts ! no more than the 
inhabitants of Wales are fubjects to thofe of Lancafhire. ‘“Fhe 
authority of one nation over another canriot be founded but up- 
on conqueft, upon general confent, or. upon conditions propofed 
On one part, and. accepted on the other. Conqueit binds no more 
than theft: the confent of anceftors cannot -be, obligatory upon 
defcendants ; and there can be no conditioy which muft-not be, 
undéritood to be exclufive of the facrifice of. liberty. Liberty is 
not to be bartered for any thing, becaufe there is not any thing 
which is of a comparable price. Such have been the difcourfes 
held by you to your tyrants, fuch hald we to you for your colo+ 
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‘* The earth which they occupy is our’s—Your’s ! it is thus 
you call it becaufe you ufurped it. But be it fo. Does not the 
charter of conceffion oblige you to treat. the Americans as coun- 
trymen? Do you do fo? But we are-well employed here truly 
in talking of conceffions by charters, by which: men grant what 
they are not mafters of, what confequently they have nor the 
right to grant to a handful of weak people, forced by circum- 
ftances to receive asa gratification that which belongs to them of 
natural right. And then, have the defcendants who are now 
living been called to a compact figned by their anceftors? Either 
confefs the truth of-this.‘principle, or recall the defcendants of 
James... What right had: you to drive him away which we have 
not to-feparate ourfelves from you? fay the Americans to, you: 
and what have you to fay in anfwer,’ | ; 


The author, after indulging himfelf in a-torrent of inyec, 
tive, in a ferious ftrain, has at length recourfe to raillery, and 
ironically adyifes the Britith government,to.¢cut, the throats of 
their American fubjegts,:as the only certain’ method to prevent 
the inhabitants of that country from becoming populousy and 
confequently able to difpute the: fuperiority with the parent 
ftate. ee . nvORt eee d ia 

On mentioning the'refolution of thé Britifh parliament ‘to 
seduce her colonies by forcé, the’ author’ ufes the’ following ex- 
prefion': “* The fophifms” of a“fretting,’ firutting {péechifier, 
upheld’ by’ royal’ power, and national’pride, fupprefs, in the 
majority of the reprefentatives of the people, the,defire of pa- 
cific meafures.” . This,, furely,. refembles more, the language 
ef a- petulant, exafperated American planter, tham that. of-a 
liberal philofophical writer.) 90) soo "1 

So much does the authorsappear to: be tranfported with the 
idea of, American itidependence, that at this petiod of the Aar- 
rative, he burits forth into the following poetic thapfody: X 

¢* Why have I not regeived the gerlins and the €loquencté of 
the celebrated’ orators’ of ‘Athens and of Rome! With what 
grandeur, with what enthufiafm, fhould I not fpeak of thofe oF- 
nerous men who erected this grand edifice, by. ‘their patience, 
their wifdom, and theit courage! Hancock, Franklin, the two 
Adamfes, wéré the greateft aftors in this affecting fcene ¢ but 
they weré not’ the oply’ones. Poftetity fhall know ‘thent all. 
Their liohoured naihes ‘fhall be tran{mitted to it bya happier pen 
than mine.’ Brafs and‘marble.thall thew them to remoteft ages. 
In beholding them, half” ‘the friend of freedom | feel, his heart 
palpitate with joy, feel His eyes floating in delicrous. tears. ‘Un- 
der thd buit of ‘one ‘oF fi m has been Writfen ; he. wrefted than- 
sier froin heaven and the Reiitre from tyrants, .-OF the lait words 
of this Culogy fhalt al} ‘of them partake. iy 
"© Heroic country,’ ny advanced: age 
shee, Never thallT fee myfelf'am 


(‘permits .me not. to. vifig 
figit the refpettable perfon- 
aces 
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ages of thy areopagus; never fhall I be prefent at the delibe- 
rations of thy.congrefs. I fhall die without having feen the re- 
treat of toleration, ofmanners; of laws, of Virtue, and of free- 
dom. My-athes will not-be covered by a free and holy earth : 
ut | hall have defiredit ; and my laft breath thall bear to heaven 
an ejaculation fer'thy profperity? = , | 
He afterwards endeavours to explain why the Englifh did 
not fucceed in bringing the confederate provinces to an early 
fubmiffion. In treating of this fubject, he affigns both natural 
and moral caufes. | eae | 
‘« Great Britain is the region of patty. Her kings have gene- 
rally feemed to be well enough convinced of the neceflity of 
leaving public affairs to the management of the prevailing face 
fion, by which they were conducted commonly with intelligence 
and with vigour, becaufe the principal agents of which it was 
compofed were animated. by a common intereft. Then, to pub- 
li¢ {pirit, which reigns more in England than in any other go- 
werhment of Eurdpe, ‘was added the power of a faction, and that 
fpirit of party which moves men’s minds fo powerfully, becaufe 
it is always the effect of paffion, To rid himfelf of this reftraint 
George the Third compofed his council of detached, unconnected 
members. This innovation was not attended with any very great 
Inconveniencts, as long as events yolJed round in their common 
courfe. But as foop as a war with America had complicated a 
machine, which was not before too fimple, it was perceived that 
it had neither fhat ftrength, nor that union, which are fo necef- 
fary for the execution of great affairs, “The wheels, too: fas 
afunder, wanted, as we may fay, a centre of motion, and a 
common impulfe. They went fluggifhly and precipitately, by 
turns. ‘The adminiftration too much réfembled that of an ordi- 
nary monarchy, when the principle of action proceeds not from 
the head of an intelligent and a€tive monarch, who brings toge- 
ther all the {psings under his own hands There was no longer 
any integrity or wholepefs in what was undertaken, nor was ther¢ 
sore of it in what was executed, , , 
_ © A miniftry, without harmony and concord, was expofed tq. 
the inceflantly renewed attacks of a body of enemies, united, 
clofe, and firm. ' Its refolutions, be they what they would, were 
fure to be combated ‘by reafoning or by ridicule. Jt was re- 
roached for having been fevere with the diftant, members of the 
fate, as it would have been reproached for having been too tender 
to them. Even they, who in parliament were the moft out- 
rageous againft the treatment which had been fhewn to the Ame- 
ricans; they who moft egcouraged them to refiftance ; they who, 
perhaps, fecretly fent them fuccour, were as'averfe to their in- 
dependence as the very minifters whom they laboured, without 
ceafing, to remove or vilify, Could the oppofition have fuc- 
ceeded in, difguftiig the king with his confidents, or have ob; 
tained the faerifice of thei by the cry of the nation, the project 
ef fubjugating America had ftill been followed, but mae morg 
Roget So ee oe emule tide te rh igatty, 
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Aignity, more force, and perhaps with meafures better planned, 
As the reduction’ of the revolred provinces was not to be their 
’ work,. they rather withed that this immenfe part of the Britith 
empire might be feparated from it, than that-it thould be fe- 
united to by any other hands than theirs. | % 

* The activity of the genevals repaired not the vice of thefe 
cpntrarieties, and the delays in confequence. They indulged 
the foldier with too long repofe ; they employed in meditating, 
the time for acting; they approached new-raifed men with the 
precaution they would have taken before yeteran troops. The 
Englifh, who have fo much impetuofity in party, are of a cool and 
calm character in other things. They are to be agitated but by 
violent paffions. When this {pring 1s wanting, they move flow 
enough to count their fteps. Phen they govern themfelves by 
the temper of their mind, which, in general, if we except the 
arts of imagination and tafte, is, in every thingelfe, methodical 
and wife. In war, their valour never lofes fight of principles, 
or leaves much to change. Rarely do they leave, either on the 
flanks, or in their rear, any ching which may give them trouble, 
This fyfiem has its advantages, particularly in a clofe and nar- 
row country, in a country fet thick with ftrong holds and forti- 
fied towns. But in the prefent circumftances, and upon the vat 
éontinent of America, again{t a people who fhould not have had 
time allowed them for their being fortified, or inured to war, 
the perfection of the art, perhaps, had been to have forgot it, 
and to fubftitute, in its flead, the rapid and impetuous march, 
and the mighty darings which at once altonifh, ftrike, and over- 
come. It was in the firft moments, above all, that it would 
have been neceflary to imprefs upon the Americans, not the ter- 
ror of fuch ravages as affect a people, armed for their liberty, 
more with indignation than with fear; but that dread which is 
ftruck ‘from a ie of talents and of arms, and which a war- 
like people, of the old world, thould naturally be fuppofed to 
<¢arry to the new. The confidence of victory had foon been vic- 
tory itfelf. But by too much-circumf{pection, “by their too fer- 
vile attachment to’ rules and poncyi. fkilful leaders failed of 
feridering to their country the fervite it'expected from them, and 
which it was juftified in expefiing”” .~° 
. Amidft a variety of obfervations on this fubje&t, many of 
which are juft and pertinent, the author afks, ‘ How thould 
the ardour, which was wanting in the Britifh troops, have ani- 
mated the Heflians, the’ Brunfwickers,' and‘ the other Ger- 
mans, ranking under the fame banner, allequally difeontented 
with the princes who had fold them; difcontented with ‘the 
fovereign who liad boyght them, ‘difcontented ‘with the nation 
which paid their wages; and-difcontented'with their comrades, 
‘who treated ‘their ‘mercenarinefs with contempt? ‘The, cha’ 
gacter drawn’ of the military, both the’ Britifh’ and Germat,” 
_ Fhrongh’the whole of this paffage, is injurious ; for on every. 
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occafion, when:they were led on by their commanders, they 
difcovered the »greateft ardor in the fervice. But perhaps 
thofe mifapprehenfions may account, in fome meafure, for the 
condué of the court of Verfailles. In treating of the*latter,. 
the author makes fome. obfervationis which add infult to the 
perfidy of France, in her clandeftine, as well as open violation’ 
of neutrality. : | | 
¢4f the Britith miniftry had reflefed upon it, they would 
have comprehended, that the fame delirium which was drawing; 
them to attack their colonies was reducing them to the neceffity 
of declaring war in the fame inftant againfl Francé. Then pre- 
vailed in the councils of this crown, the circum{pection which 
mutt always be infpired by a new reign, - Then rhe finances were 
ftill:in the. confution into which they had been plunged by a. 
madnefs of twenty-years, .Then the decayed condition of the 
navy wasfuch as filled every citizen with difquiet. Then Spain 
already fatigued with her extravagant expedition of Algiers, 
found herfelf in embarraffinents which would not have permitted 
her.to run to the duccour of her ally. And then might England, 
without rafhnefs, have promifed herfelf fuccefs againft the molt, 
powerful of her enemies, and to intimidate America by victories 
gained or conquefts made near home. ‘The importance that it was, 
of, for this crown to take away from its.rebellious fubjeds the only, 
fupport of which they might be affured, would have.diminifhed. 
the, indignation infpired by a violation of the moft folemn treaties, 
. $ George the Third faw nothing of allthis, The obfeure fuc- 
cours which the court of Verfailtes fent to the provinces armed 
for the defence: of their. rights, did-not, open. his eyes. The 
dock-yards of France were filling with fhipwrights, Her arfenals 
were. filling with anullery, _ Scarcely. was there room remaining 
in her magazines for more naval ftores., Her ports prefented the 
moft menacing appearance ; and. this ftrange blindpefs {till con- 
tinued. To awaken, the.court of St,.James’s from its lethargy, 
it was neceflary that Lewis the Sixteenth fhould fignify to it, on 
the 14th of Masch, that he had acknowledged the independencg 
of the United States.” © ee Miea rr de! eo 
"Fhough we ¢ainotihelp differing-in opinion from the author, 
whoever he is, innefpeét to the juftnefs, of: mapy of his. ree 
marks in the preceding” part of the:narrative ; yet, when he 
arrives at-the period of open suptung, between France and Great | 
Britain, he affumes-a magnificent ais of impartiality, that dif, 
dajns' every national; prejudice. ta 8 : 
* Here, fays/he;:our tak.-becomes!:more’ and’ more: difficult. 
Ourfole.objeG isito,.be ufeful, ‘and to: be truey . Far be. from us 
that fpirit of »party. which blinds and degrades thofe who are the 
~eonductors; andthofe who afpire tobe the inftructors, of man- 
a. Our wifh,.1s;for our cag 6 our homage. is to, jpftice, 
Ve- honour virtue, in whatever plate, in whatever form,’ ~ 1s ~ 
aw sasnentiy een yg 
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feen : the dittinétions of condition and of nation cannot eftrange 
us from her’; and the than who is juft and ‘magranimous is our 
eountryman over alfthe world. If in the differentevents which 
pafs under our eyes, we‘blame with boldne{s:what appears’ to’ us 
blame-worthy, we feek-northe vain-and forry pleafureof eafting 
indifcreet reproach. But we ate {peaking to nations and to poft 
terity.. We aught faithfully to tranfmit.t0 them:what mayobe 
{nfluential on the public good. We ought to give them thevhifs 
tory. of errorsy to: teach.them, how they.may, be thunned.,. Should 
we dare, to be;traiteroufly wanting to fo-great:a duty, ‘we might, 
pothaps, flatter the. generation which :pafleth awdy,; but truth 
and juftice, which are eternal, would impeach us. to future ge 
nerations, ,who would read us with contem t, and. pronounce pot 
our name but with di dai, ‘In this long career we fhall be juft 
to thofe who fille ‘aswe have beerr to’ thofe: who ‘exift’nd 
more. Hf, amongtt the men of power, thete aré ‘any“who are 
éffended-at'this freedom, lér us nov fear tol tell them, that we are 
but the organ of? a: fupreme- tribunal, which reafor is: erecting, 
upon av bafis. that cannot be thaken. : ‘There'is no longer a go~ 
vernment in Europe.butfhould:ftand in fear of its determ tations 
Public opinion, which is becoming more and moreiin formed, and? 
which: nothing ‘has power to arreft or awe, has itseyes ‘open’ 
nations and) their courts. . Ie: penetrates’ into the:cabinets where’ 
policy: would lie hid. | There it judges the depofitaries of power, 
their weakneffés and ‘theit: paffions; and, by .the: empire’ of: ges 
mus and ‘knowledge; raifes itfelf, on all ‘fides; ‘above the mimf< 
ters of .kings,.to incité: or ‘to reftrain them,' >» Woe'to them ‘who: 
defpife or brave it! Phis feeming courage'is weakneis in reality) 
Woe :to'theny whofe talents:cannot arm them witha confidenee to 
fyftain itstlook'!: Leer fuch}>that they: may once! do: jutticep ae 
leaft: toothemfelves, lay howe the burden too heavy for their feeu! 
ble thoulders. They:will ‘ceafe\ to expofe Sate and: ‘ther 
nations they pretend toferves’ 

Notwithftanding our: author § daclatatioh of Rie impartié- | 
lity, in‘ the fubfequerit part of the narrative’ hé’ continues to. 
difcoyer a'ftrong biafs in favour of the glory of the French na- 
tion’; affirming, that all ;the fingle engagements, of thip to:: 
thip,. did her the higheft:honour, and that, moft, of, them.ter-. 
Minated to, her advantagey, He'adds, that. the Britifh fleets 
ran ftill greater danger; than! the ifoleted veffels ;\ and that ito 
was fo roughly: treatedsastovhave caufe ‘to fear being: wholly: or! 
paftially: deftroyed.;:’had not the: French fleet; ‘by which iewas" 
reduced, off Ufhant, to this almoft defpairing ftate, been de-'' 
ftmed, from timid ' orders; from odious intrigues; from the 
weaknefe’ of ‘its admirals; or from all ‘thofe motives together, | 
to quit the fea, and bé-the firft to make for port. What Eng-- 
lith reader can forbear fmiling at this ftrange mtifreprefentation;, 
of fatts? We with the author had reconciled, the rough. 
treatment of the British fleet with. the weaknefs of the. French, 

admirals, 
* 
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atimirals, and explained to us why, as the French fleet was the 
firft that made for port, the nation. fhould, as we are. told ir 
another paragraph,. be intoxicated with.their fuccefs.. That a 
general joy prevailed, we.do not in the. leaft queftion ; but it 
would feem to have arifen only from the return of the French 
fleet; which indeed was'an event they hardly had reafon to 
expect. : | i 
Our authof affétts to réptefent thé riaval officers of France 
as actuated by a thirft of glory, which fputns at the low care of 
attending to the protection of het commefce ; and on this fub- 
je& he warmly expoftulates with his countrymen. = 
Our authot’s reflections refpefting ‘the iffue of the prefent 
war are, notwithftanding the prejudice he difcovers, highly 
worthy of obfervation, | } bei fea OE Ded 
. © Who fhall decide then; fays he, who.tan forefee; the event ? 
Fratice and Spain: united have powerful means to employ ; Eng- 
land, the art of employing her’s. France and Spain have their 
treafures ; England, a great national credits. On one fide, the 
multitude of men ;on the other, the fuperiority in the. art: of 
working fhips, and, a8 it were of fubjeéting the fea in fighting. 
Here, umipetuofity and valour ; there, valour and experience. 
In one party, the activity which abfolute monarchy gives to de« 


figns ; in the other, the vigour and elafticity which liberty fups. 


plies. There, loffes and grudyes to revenge; here, their late 
ylory, with the fovereignty of America, and of the oceari, to res 
cover and preferve.. ‘The allied natioris have the advantage with 
which thé union. ‘of two vaft powers: muft be attended, but the 
inconvenience likewife which muft- refult from this very union; 
by the difficulty of harmony and concord both in their deftgris, 
and in the execution of them by their ‘refpective forces ; Eng- 
Jand is abandoned to herfelf, but having only her own force to 
direct, fhe has the advantage of unity in defigns, and of amore 
fure arid perhaps more ready difpofition in ideas : fhe can more 
eafily range her plans of defence and offence under a fingle view. 
© Jn order to weigh the matter with éxactnefs, we fhould yet put 

into the feales the different energy which may be communicated 
to the rival natiotis by a war, which is in a great many refpects 
but a war of kings and minifters, on one fide; but, on the 
other, a truly national war, in which the greateft interefts of 
England are concerned ; that of a commerce which produces her 
riches, that of ah empire. and a glory on which her greatnefs 
refts, , 

* In fhort, if we confider the fpirit of the French nation, op 
pofite to that of the nation with which it i$ at variance, we fhall 
{ee that the ardour of the Frenchman is as quickly extinguifhed 
as it is inflamed; that he hopes every thing when he begiris 
that he defpairs Of every thing as foon as an obitacle fhall retar’ 
him; that, from his charaéter, his arm muft be herved by the 
enthufiafm of faccefs, in otder to reap miore fuccefs: that the 

Englifhman, 

































“Raynal’s Revolution op Anetta.” 7 oF 


Bx élffinian, on’ the contrary," lefs préfuliptiious, notwithfand- 
ing’ his natural boldnefs,"at the begintiing, Knows how, when 
occafion calls for it; to ftruggle courageoully, to raife himfelf 
in proportion as the danger tiles, andi athe adivantages even 
from difgrace : like the robutt oak to’ which Hotace compares the 
Romans,, which;. mutilated, ‘by the axe; Iprings afreth under the 
ftrokes which, are,given it, and Graws: vigour andf{pirit from’ its 
very loffes and its very wounds. 

* Hiftory fhews us likewife that few leagues have divided the 
fpoil of the nation againft which they-have-been formed. Athens 
victorious ove? Perf ; Rome faved from: Hannibal; in modern 
titties, Venice’ efcaped "frotty the’ famous league’ of Cambray ; 
and, even in our own days, Pruffia- rendered’ by the genius of 
one man capable to cope with Europe, . fhould fufpend-our judg- 
ment upon the iffue of the prefent war.” 

Tt is this author’s opinion, that the part which the courts 
of Madrid and Verfailles fhould take, if they are free to choofe, . 
is to let two powers | fubfitt in North America, who may watch, 
reftrain, arid couiiterpoife each. other, Then. will ages ;roll 
away, he thinks, ‘before England and the republics, formed_at , 
her expence, can come together. This reciprocal diftruft will 
prohibit them from any diftant enterprize, and. the eftablith- 
ments belongirig to other nations, in the new world, will ens 
joy that tranquility, which, even, down, to our. own times, has 
béen fo often troubled, 

- After a few other political seflextone of. ‘the fame kind,. the 
piece concludes with fome, prudential. exhortations to. the peo- 
ple of North America;- jin whofe fayour, throughout the whole. 
produétion, the author : profefies ‘himielf to he warmly actuated. 
If he really confiders. the ‘revolt, of the: Americans as juiti- 
fiable and meritorious upon. the principles of} public liberty, 
we fhould be inclined to excufe his prejudice in ‘their favour, 
at the fame time that we ‘totally, diffent from his opinion. We 
muft however obferve, that when. .a@. French writer fteps forth 
to vindicate and incite, in the Britifh ‘colonies, a rebellion, 
which he owns to have been clandeltinely abetted, and which 
has for thefe three years been avow edly fupported by) the 
French court, there is no fmall reafon, to regard his motives as 
extremely fafpicidtis: "He endeavours ‘to retider America . 


-averfé to an accommodation with the mother-country; he 


palliates, if he does not labour to juftify, the conduct of 
France in her breach of national honour; and he employs 
every argument that.can tend to difcourage Britain from the 
profecution of the war; all thofe -cireumftances betray amin- 
ducement that jis; apparently more conneéted with political 
than philofophical impulfe, and which is rendered yet more 
obvious by the author’s vehemence, his partiality, and inter- 
eftedneds, 
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eftednefs, in the courfe of the narrative. . But while. we-exa; 
prefs our doubts of the author’s.profeflions of impartiality, we: 
would do juftice to his abilities as.a writer ; and would! acs 
knowledge that. he. has fupported the. catife of rebeltion with’ 
fpecious arguments, with! great vivacity, and frequently witht’ 
elegant declamation. To.which we omay ‘add, that she nar” 
rative: is. interfpérfed: with’ # variety of fentimerits which’ evince! 
the author’s ingenuity, eee OW VIS ah oi rs fisv 
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Letters on fever al Subjeds ° By the Rew. Martin Sherlock 4: ; 
Ss. Sawall 8v0.. 25, 6d. fewedi, Cadells § nove ote 
N'a-Preface to this volume, Mr. Sherlock complains, of Res. 
viewers having aimed ‘the fhafts ‘of _critici{m at his perfon, 
whilé his ep dye A ought to have been the fubje& of their, 
remarks. Confcious that this charge carinot be applied to the. 
authors of the Critical Review, we have the fatisfattion to. find . 
that'Mr. Sherlockhas, by implication, particularly exempted 4 
thém’ from it. Perfonal reflexions, beltdes being foreign to; ' 
the objée of critical examination, are always invidious, and_ 
what liberal and‘candid judges of literary merit would avoid - 
with the’greatef¥ care. ogee aang Prag at 
“This colle€tign'of ‘Letters begins’ with réciting fome -parts - 
of a converfation which paffed between the king of Prufha and 
the author, relative’td géenius. * The King. of Pruffia afked . 
mt; fays ‘My. Sherlock, What was ‘the reafon there was fo 
little genius at this inftant in Europe ? I‘had often looked for 





an‘anfwer to this’ queftion before, but, never could find one; 
I thought, however, it would be org a forry. figure not to. 

fay fomething ; fo I faid; «* Nature had exhauited herfelf, in. i} 
producing his majefty.”* This was nox/en/e, and old nonfenfe . 

too’; but the compliment at the end of it gave it an air .of _ 


novelty: The'king’s eye widened. Hie faid nothing.’ . This . 
abrupt apoftrophie, ‘however, feems not‘to have diverted his 
majefty’s attention from’ continuing’ the conyerfation in the . 
fame ftrain. ! eS ale seals tinal 
‘ He afked me, fays the author,: Whether: there was.any , 
fucceffor in England to Shakfpeare, Newton, and Hume?. I . 
faid, None. He afked, Why was there fo great a dearth of . 
literary genius in a country which had produced fo many great 7 
men? I thought this queftion lefs difficult to be anfwered than 
his firft. ‘* The great’ roads’ to emoluménts and honours in” 
that ‘country, fire, are the’ bar and the hoéfés* ‘of pafliament; { 
and therefore every man aims to render himfelf famous by “his ~ 
tongue rather than his pen.’’His majefty feemed fatisfied with ' 
this reafon,’ ; " sont ORCS 
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Theecond Letter alfo turns upon the fubje& of genius; 
but here, inftead of a royal interlocutor, the author interro- 
gates himfelf, < Have women genius ?” This queftion he very 
juftly anfwers in the affirmative. 

Our author obferves that many people confider fenfibility as 
a part of genius ; but he thinks they are miftaken, and that 
fenfibility is a diftin& faculty. We agree with Mr. Sher- 
lock in his opinion on this fubje&; at the fame time that 
we confider genius, for the fine arts particularly, as always ac- 
companied with a great degree of fenfibility. 

Several of the Letters in this colle€tion are employed in ex- 
amining the literary character of Voltaire, to whom Mr. Sher- 
lock will hardly allow any genius. 


‘ I am Voltaire’s friend and enemy, fayshe. He is a very 
voluminous and a very unequal author. There is a great deal 
of good, and a great deal of bad in him. His writings fome- 
times breathe a fpirit of humanity, and a love of tolerance, 


which muft endear him toevery reader. His ftyle is charming : 


always rapid, eafy, brilliant. Diction in writing is like co- 
louring in a picture ; it is the firft thing thatrftrikes, and with 
moft perfons the only thing Splendid language and bright 
colours will dazzle ninety-nine people in an hundred, captivate 
their eye and,.their fancy, and impofe upon. their underftand- 
ing. This has been the grand magic by which this feducing 
writer has fafcinated.almoft all claffes of readers. No man ever 
wrote with greater elegance, delicacy, or grace. So poliihed, 
fo agreeable, fo full of the tone of the beft company, he muft 
pleafe every perfon: who loves mankind, who admires wit, 
and who knows how to appreciate the charms of fine writing. 

¢ Turn the medal, and what an unhappy reverfe! Audacious 
preacher of infidelity, malignant calumniator of the moft vir- 
tuous charaéters, odious-encourager of every fpecies of vice, he 
facrificed .a}l human and divine. ideas to his favourite paffions; 
and proftituted talents, formed to adorn humanity, to a mifer- 
able love of money and of fame. A proftitute he was, and of 
the moit defpicable clafs. Born to independence, and pof- 
feffed of affluence early in life, he could not plead the folici- 
tations of neceffity; and the innumerable paflages of invective, 
licentioufnefs, and impiety, which abould in his works, make 
him fall-an unpitied victim of his own innate bafenefs and de- 
pravity. 

‘ Here let it not be imagined I declaim againft.a philofopher 
enlightened and humane. I declaim ageah him becaufe he 
was not humane. Was.that man-the lover of his race who 
deprived the affliéted of their moft healing balm, and the aged 
of their greateft confolation?. Let the aged and afflicted anfwer 
the queftion.~ Where lies the chief-alleviation of their fuffer- 
ings? Is it not in religion? Was that man then the friend of 
Vor. LI. March, 1781. ih mate 
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mankind, who endeavoured to rob fo large a portion: of it d 
their ftrongeft hope, and of their moft pleafing enjoyments ? 
.Was that man the friend of mankind, who brought the cheva~ 
lier de la Barre to be broke alive upon the wheel; and who 
fowed unhappinefs through the world as far as he propagated 
immorality? ~~ | 

‘ His tragedies, you'll fay, are moral and inftrutive. And 
why are they? Becaufe to fill them with noble fentiments and 
found morality was the moft likely method to infure their fuc- 
cefs. Individuals love their own private vices. Bodies of men 
ever love and countenance virtue. A romance or poem is 
‘written for an individual in the dark. A tragedy is addrefled 
to.a cdlleftive body in the face of day. He knew all this, and, 
defirous only to pleafe every palate, he ferved up. virtue to the 
virtuous, and vice to the debauched, and gave to both the highett 
feafoning a luxuriant fancy could compote. 

* If you will permit me to follow this metaphor and return 
to his talents, I will fay, Voltaire was a great literary cook. 
Give him good meats, no man knew better how to drefs them. 
But they muft be given him, for he was not rich enough to pro- 
vide them himfelf. 

¢ Don’t you.think his works refemble Corinthian brafs? He 
took the gold of Shak{fpeare, Virgil, Corneille, Racine, Ariofto, 
and Pope, and the filver of La Fare, Chaulieu, Fontenelle, 
and Hamilton, and melted them together in the crucible of 
his brain. ‘The metal produced was neither pure, nor gold, 
nor filver ; it was brafs; but it was Corinthian brafs,’ 

Mr. Sherlock appeats to judge with tafte and difcernment 
ef the qualities of this celebrated writer ; but we may obferve 
that moral defects, however derogatory to genius, cannot be 
confidered as naturally incompatible with it; a circumftance 
which affords one: proof in fupport of our author’s opinion 
formerly mentioned, viz. that genius and fenfibility are dif- 
ferent qualities.’ However fevere it may feem to deny Vol- 
taire all pretenftons to genius, confidering the invention we 
find in fome of his works, Mr. Sherlock has, in other parti- 
culars, done ample juftice to his merits. 

In fome of the fubfequent Letters we meet with many inge- 
nious obfervations on wit, the difference refpecting which, 
between the Englifh and French, Mr. Sherlock is inclined to 
afcribe to the influence of phyfical caufes. 


¢* Almoft every body, he remarks, is witty in France. Why 
then there, and not here? The reafons are purely phyfical ; for 
Englifhmen ought to have twenty times more wit than French- 
men. | 

‘ Ideas are the matter of which wit is made, ,and the Englifh 
have infinitely more ideas than the French. This arifes from 
their early education, from their being a more reading people, 
"aa &Ce 
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&c. You fee this is a very ftrong reafon why the Englith ought 


to be -fuperior to the Frenchin this point. | 

‘ But if ideas are the materials, fancy is the inftrament which 
eperates on thofe materials: and here: comes in the fuperiority 
of the French. Their fancies are. livelier, brighter, and. 

uicker. Z 

be The force of the imagination depends a great deal on the 
affluence of the animal fpirits; its brightnefs, on the refine- 
ment of thofe fpirits ; and its quicknefs, on the celerity of their 
movement. Now, in point of copioufnefs of ‘fpirits, the Eng- 
lifh, I believe, have the advantage of the French. A bull has 
more fpirits in him than an ape; but the ape’s fpirits are al 
ways in motion, and it is very difficult to:move the bull’s. 
This, you fee, is a cafe in point; and John Bull, I am per- 
fuaded, has a greater quantity of fpiritsthan Jack Singe, But 
the Frenchman’s fpirits are more refined and quicker in their 
motions than ours, and this for a number of reafons. I fhall 
here mention fome of the principal. _ ) 

« A Frenchman never taftes malt liquor; he eats no butter, 
and his bread is light; the meat in France is not near fo fat as 
it ishere, and it is much better dreffed: the fauces, are poign< 
ant, and not greafy ; he eats a great deal of foupand light ve.. - 
getables ; he drinks: in-moderation as much wine and water as 
as is neceflary to dilute his dinner, and then he takes as much 
good wine, coffee, and liqueurs, as is neceflary to heat his fto« 
mach, ‘and quicken the-circulation of his blood, and no more. 
Add to this the purenefs of the air, and the light fociety of 
the moft amiable women in the world, in which he paffes fo 
much of his time; and you will fee, reafons enough why. his. 
{pirits fhould be quicker in their motion and more refined than, 
ours, : 

‘ Ineed not mention how oppofite our manner of living is > 
the quantities of blood-food we eat, the quantity of bad wine 
we drink, the grofinefs of our atmofphere, nor many other 
caufes that hinder the celerity of our fancies, and confequently 

‘Smpede confiderably the vivacity of our wit. ) 

* However, the Englih do not think much of the fuperiority 
of the French in this article. They pique themfelves on hav- 
ing better fenfe and more learning than their neighbours ; 
and they have more fenfe and learning. ‘The French allow 
this, and it does not give them any uneafinefs, They value 
themfelves on being. wittier and more amiable than the Eng- 
lith ; and they are wittier and more amiable. When a French. 
‘man has knowlege, and is grown a little fteady, his company 
is delightful ; when an Englifhman has fancy and good man- 
ners, his fociety is enchanting. I always thought that thofe 
two nations, blended together, would produce perfection in 
every thing. 

‘To return to wit. -If a man is full of quick and refined 
{pirits; if he has a number of ideas, and if he has a ready 
, Pz and 
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and found judgment to determine the juftnefs of a combination 
as foon as it is made, that man cannot fail to have wit. If 
he exercifes his fancy much in this way, it will acquire a great 
facility from:prattice ; and he will often be witty almoft with- 
out knowing it. . This is another reafon why the French have 
wit ; they are continually running afterit. I need not.tell you 
why: they feek it fomuch. You know nothing pleafes more 
than wit does; and the whole nation has a -defire to pleafe.’ . 


Our author afterwards, in a feries of Letters, makes a variet 
of pertinent remarks on the genius and talents of fome of the 
mot eminent ‘Englifh writers. Whether Mr. Sherlock has 
formed his literary tafte by the ftudy of nature, or he has de- 
rived great acquifitions in elegant criticifm from the admired 
writers of antiquity, his opinions, ‘in general, coincide with 
claffical authorities, which he frequently cites; and he fup- 
plies, from his-own fond, an ingenuity of obfervation, and a 
vivacity of fentiment, which afford at leaft a tranfient grati- 
fication to the reader. 7 
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An Examination of Dr. Crawford’s Theory of Heat and Come 
buftion. By William Morgan. 80. 15.6d. fewed. Cadell. 


SHE great reputation which Dr. Crawford’s fyftem of heat 
“has acquired in the philofophical world, muft readily pro- 

cure fome attention to the publication ‘now before us. —Both at 
home and abroad an attempt, followed by fome appearance of 
fuccefs, to explain'a great many of the moft wonderful phe. 
nomena in nature became the object of praife, and that { ge- 
nerally, that in a variety of foreign publications Dr.Craw- 
ford receives fuch honourable titles as are rarely prefixed to 
the names even of a Boyle or a Newton.—In a former Review 
our opinion may be found to wear a fimilar though not fo 
frong a colouring as that of many ther panegyrics. —In judg- 
ing of philofophical works, we are always. checked by a re- 
gard to the numberlefs miftakes which may:happen in cafes 
‘where the greateft accuracy is requifite. Hence, in’many in- 
‘ftances, we feel the neceflity of with-holding our affent te'his 
‘theory, though we may find reafon to admire and appland ‘the 
‘author.* Tt is the concurring ‘teftimony not of.a few, But -a 
multitude.of faéts that alone can eftablifh a fyftem, ‘and for this 
seafon, though we approved of the fimplicity and ingenuity 
with which Dr. Crawford apparently wrote, we yet Gafrcnded 


our judgment till we fhould fee what hoft of auxiliaries. he 
could call forth: to fupport his caufe.—We are, however, a 
little furprifed to find that ‘one of the firft-combatants ‘whio 
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have taken the field, has entered the lifts againft him ; and 
that, with an afpeét truly formidable and menacing. His out- 
works, his ramparts, and the foundation of his whole fuper- 
ftruture, are feparately attacked with great coolnefs and in- 
trepidity.—Mr. Morgan appears to be an author . well, ac- 
quainted with the fubject he writes upon ; and, no doubt, from 
his vifible experience in making experiments, will be thought 
by Dr. Crawford an adverfary worthy his notice and regard. 
Indeed fome of the inaccuracies laid. to the. doétor’s charge are 
fo glaring, and, at the fame time, fo important, that all his 
admirers muft, in juftice, expect fomething very particular in 
reply to this publication. —Mr. Morgan begins witha very 
intelligible fketch of Dr. Crawford’s fyitem, which perhaps is 
rather involved and obfcure, as delineated by the author him-. 
felf. Mr. Morgaa’s next object is an examination of the man- 
ner in which Dr. Crawford made his experiments, and the 
principle upon which they appear to be founded ; the former 
of which is reprefented as fallacious, and the latter as ab- 
furd. But though in thefe particulars Mr. Morgan feems to 
bear hard againft his antagonift, he quits this mode of at- 
tack, and proceeds to examine how far the experiments pro- 
duced by Dr. Crawford may be depended upon, as conclufive 
in favour of any hypothefis. It is obvious to every philofo- 
pher, that general rules, if right, fhould, exceptis excipien- 
dis, give fimilar refults in alk cafes. Thus, if we calcu- 
late the force of gravity from the fall of a body near the fur- 
face of the earth, or, if poflible, at the diftance of fome thou- 
fands of miles ; the refult fhould be the fame in both cafes, 
and the force fhould be found to decreafe inverfely as the 
fquares of the diftances. So, if Dr. Crawford fays that the 
capacity of any veffel to retain heat be to that of water as 
1:10:33 different experiments made with the fame precaution 
and allowances fhould not fpeak a different language, but all 
fhould prove one and the fame general truth: Mr. Morgan, 
however, finds that this is not the cafe in Dr. Crawford’s expe- 
ruments. 

_ When the air in the room was 61°, half a pound of water 
185, and the veffel 60, he found its capacity to be to that of 
the water as 1:10}; but when the air in the room was 61, 
the water 185, and the veffel 61, he found that the pro- 
portion was mow as 1: 11.4; by altering the circumftances 
once more, he found the ratio as 1: 13.6. After a re- 
cital of thefe experiments Mr. Morgan obferves, ‘ That. the 
capacity of the fame veffel for retaining heat is one-third 
greater in fome circumftances than others,’ He then proceeds 
to examine the accuracy of Dr. Crawford’s rule for determining 
P 3 the 








——— 





- 2¥4 Morgan’s Examination of Crawford’s Theory of Heat. 


the comparative heat of oats; here, by purfuing the fame 
fteps‘as in the former cafe, he found it, when compared with 
that of water, to be in one ‘inftance as 2.9:13 in another 
as 23:1. Here again he obferves, that the ratio in one 
experiment is nearly 4 greater than in the other: ‘ But, fays 
he, thefe i inaccuracies are not confined to this mode of making 
the experiments ; for if inftead of heating the water, you heat 
the folid body, we fhall find the refults to be equally uncer- 
tain; and that the experiments when they are made in this 
way, not only differ from thofe which are made the contrary 
way, but like’the five preceding experiments they differ alfo 
from each other. -QOats, barley, metals, the calces of metals, 
in fhort, every fubftance I have tried, are fo many proofs of 
this fact.” The author, however, contents himfelf with re- 
jating fome experiments which he made to determine the com- 
parative heat of mercury agreeable to this rule, and he finds 
it to be in one cafe to that of water, as 1:15.9, im an- 
other as 1: 34.6, in another as §: 32.8, and in a fourth as 
1:21.6. The refults of thefe experiments are indeed, as 
the author obferves, ftriking, and hold forth, we think, a 
moft convincing proof that either himfelf or Dr. Crawford 
has been moft culpably inaccurate. The doétor, however, 
has not varied the circumftances of his experiments fo much as 
Mr. Morgan feems to have done. Now this is a mode of pro- 
ceeding fo effential to the eftablifhment of any fyftem in na- 
tural philofophy, that we wonder much he fhould have neg- 
le&ted it, efpecially as the variation pointed out by Mr. Mor- 
gan is fo obvious even to the moft common enquirer; but let 
us hope that we fhall find the catalogue of his experiments ere 
long enlarged, and a beautiful regularity marked out, which 
may have efcaped the notice of his adverfary, 

Mr. Morgan’s next ftep is to point out inaccuracies in the 
dogtor’s own experiments, 1. He objects to the application | 
of fir Ifaac Newton’s rule for determining the heat loft the 
firft minute. 2. To Dr. Crawford’s method of afcertaining 
the heat of the mixture at the bottom of the veffel. 3. To his 
method of taking the arithmetical mean between the heat at 
the furface, and that at the bottom of the veffel in all mix- 
tures indifcriminately ; but we omit ‘the curious particulars 
recited under each of thefe articles, and turn over to the next 
fe&tion, wherein we find the doctor charged with blunders of 
the firft magnitude, with errors which, if not removed, mutt 
inevitably overturn his whole fyftem. We need not apprize 
our readers, that Dr. Crawford’s theory entirely depends on 
what he fays relative to the abfolute heat of different airs ; 
according to him, the abfolute heat of common air is to that 
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of-ewater, as 18.6: 4, nearly. aeT 2 that of dephlogifti- ~ 
cated air is to that of water as 87: 

Mr. Morgan, after exprefling Siest complaints that Dr. 
Crawford has not given a particular defcription of the man- 
ner in which he made the experiments on which he founded 
thefe affertions, proceeds to defcribe the apparatus which was 
adopted by himfelf for the fame purpofe. ‘The author in this 
particular muft, we think, be admired for his feeming  ac- 
curacy and care. He appears to have obferved every neceflary 
precaution to obtain a proper refult; but lo! inftead of find- 
jng that great difference in the abfolute heat of airs which Dr. 
Crawford has proclaimed abroad, he finds zo difference at all. 
He afterwards makes fome alteration in the circumftances of 
his experiments, in order to find out the caufe of Dr. Craw- 
ford’s errors, which he believes to proceed from his not at- 
tending properly to the difference arifing from his placing 
the bladder in the water, fhrivelled up and in an extended ftate. 

We pafs over with reluctance a variety of particulars relating 
to Dr. Crawford’s method of difcovering the abfolute heat of 
fixed air, according to which, Mr. Morgan thinks, you muft 
undeniably conclude that chalk muf? contain more heat than itfelf. 
After difputing all the faéts produced by the doétor to eftablith 
his fyftem, Mr. Morgan at length boldly affails the theory 
— 

- The doftor declares that ‘ in the inverfe proportion to 
the quantity of phlogifton in any body, fo is the quantity of 
abfolute heat in that body.” How comes it then to pafs, agree- 
able to his own rule, and the experiments of his great ad- 
vocate Mr. Kirwan, that fpirits of wine fhould contain more 
heat than water ; water and {ugar than water itfelf; and faw- 
duft than the afhes of faw-dutt. “From thefe inftances it is clear, 
contrary to Dr. Crawford’s theory, that the bodies which 
have moft phlogifton have moft heat; and that others, after 
lofing their ae have lefs heat than while they con- 
tained it, 

2. The great quantity of heat depofited in confequence of 
common air’s being changed by the impregnation of phlogifton 
into fixed air. This heat the doctor calculates to be fo amazing 
as to produce a difference of 13.400°, or twelve times the heat 
of red-hot iron ; this, we confefs, always appeared to us the 
moft wonderful part of the doétor’s theory, Mr. Morgan’s re- 
marks on this amazing fact conftitute,’ we think, one of the 
beft parts of his book. 1. He obferves, that atmofpherical air 
 js.never changed into fixed air. 2. If all combuftion be the 
confequence of fo wonderful a depofition of fire from the at- 
mofphexe, how comes it to pafs that fome of the molt. won- 
P 4 derful 











216 Rimes. 


desful phenomena relating to combuftion take place in » 
vacuo. 7 

We cannot help hazarding an experiment here which we 
imagine would be decifive. I: is well known that apiece of 
putrid ficfh will, in a few feconds, phlogifticate a confider- 
able quantity of pure air. Suppofe a piece of this was in- 
troduced into a jar filled with dephlogifticated air, and hav- 
ing a thermometer fufpended in it, If Dr. Crawford be right, 
in. confequence of the fudden phlogiftication in this cafe, a heat 
would enfue which would focn deftroy the thermometer: but 
from our own experience we are ready to believe he is mif- 
taken. There is another fact which we would recommend to 
the dottor’s confideration : a piece of Homberg’s pyropherus 
will burn much more bright in a portion of nitrous air which 
is abfolutely foul enough to put out a candle, than it will in an 
equal portion of common. Why in this cafe fhould the com- 
buftion of one body be increafed by the influence of an at- 
mofphere which abolifhes the combuftion of another? On his 
fyftem we cannot account for this phenomenon. 

We conclude with recommending to philofophers in ge- 
neral the confideration of this work, It has excited in 
us an eager curiofity to fee how its affaults will be re- 
pelled ; and while it has raifed our expectations of another 
{pecimen of Dr. Crawford’s abilities, it has led us to hope 
that this will not be the laft of Mr. Morgan’s exertions in 


the fervice of philofophy, and in dete&ting the errors of its ad- 
vocates. C. 





Rimes. 8vo. 25. 6d. fewed. Dilly. 


T HE poets or rhimers of the prefent age feem, in direc 
oppofition to the well-known adage of, Poeta nafcitur 
non fit, to confider verfe as a mere mechanical performance, 
and to make poetry the child not of nature but of art. The 
author of thefe Rimes, as they are quaintly ftyled in the title- 
page, has adopted this idea; and in confequence of it has, in 
his advertifement prefixed to them, given us a receipt to make 
odes according’ to the true fyftem embraced and fupported by 
Gray and his difciples: we are there treated, before we fit 
down to the bard’s feaft, with a learned differtation on Cadence, 
Antiphony, Unifon, Symphonies, Melodies, &c. and then prefented, 
as an illuftration of the author's doftrine, with feven melodies 
—viz. 1. on the Education of the Mufe—z. to Pleafure—3. 
the Temple of Liberty—4. to Science on the Military Prepa- 
rations in 1779—6. the Harp of Offian—7. on the Painting 
of Poefy. To thefe fucceed two fymphonies, the fir on the 
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Mufic of Poefy, the fecond on the Defeat of the Opera; then 


follow two books, the firft confifting of thirteen, the fecond of . 


fixteen. Odes, on various fubje&s. The volume concludes with 
five Sonnets, the two laft of which are tranflations from Tafa 
and Petrarch. ~ 

In thefe Odes, Symphonies, &c. much pains and labour have 
been lavifhed away by the ingenious author, but in our opi- 
nion to very little purpofe; as the utmoft that can be faid in 
their favour, even of the beft amongit them, is, that, as Pope 
fpeaks of the common run of paftorals, 

Smooth defcription holds the place of fenfe. 


Like fome of the moft admired French paintings in miniature, 
they are highly finifhed ; yet fhewing no marks of true ge- 
nius, are of little real value. But, that our readers may judge 
for themfelves, we fhal! lay before them one of our author’s 
beft melodies, which he calls, 


‘THE HARP OF OSSIAN. 
‘PRELUDE, 


¢ Tho’ rich majeftic Homer’s lay, 
Tho’ ages bend to Maro’s {way, 
Supreme of Latian fong ; 
Yet, Offian, mid the fainted train, 
Shall to thy harp of folemn ftrain 
No fecond place belong. 


‘CADENC B&B 

‘ He fortunate whofe eye 
Could firft thy beam efpy, 
Se nmeng wos Fades of folitary night ; 
Whofe hand, bleft lyre, anew thy fplendor i 
O heaths of Fecal and ye ake ae, searerenas 
That dare thé furges of the weftern main, 
Oft, when mild Eve diffufed her rofy fmiles, 
The matter foothed you with his mighty ftrain : 
Emergent from the chambers of the rain, 
While airy fhapes with rapture heard the lays, 
As thro’ the watry fhore, and defert plain, 
And fhaggy caves obfcure, in winding maze 
The wondering echoes fpread the accents of their praife, 


‘ANTIPHON Yaz 

* Of kings ye modern throng 
piety the Np fong ; 

earn, to eat ye only need be : 
So Fingal’s holy fle —_ of their ~oe 
Like incenfe fwelling hv the facred fire, 
Illuftrious chief, thy tuneful dictates flow ; 
Able each breaft with virtue to infpire. 


Phat wakes the human blifs or human wots 
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No more fhali dull Oblivion reft thy foe; - 
Thy ebon harp Fame in her fhrine fhall place, 
All worthy in the brighteft rank to glow ; 

No tinfel hues the fimple frame deface, 

But gems and pureft gold with orient luftre grace, 


‘UNISON, 

¢ Envy in vain 
Shall feek to dim the light of thy name, 
When the eagle from his rock 
Defcries the crows dark children of the wood, 
He degrades not his pride 
By the bafe encounter ; 
But rifing in the blaze of noon, 
Leaves his foes in the regions of darknefs. 
Such fhall be thy praife 
‘Thou Son of the Mighty ! 


2.9 9 2 & 
‘ To hide the king of day 
In vain the clouds difplay 
Their fhade : .s 
- Soon as the king of day 
Aflumes meridian fway 
They fade.? : 

In that part of the above quoted Melody, which our poet 
ftyles the Cadence and Antiphony, there is, as we before ob- 
ferved, fome /mooth defcription, with very little fancy or fenti- 
ment; and in the Unifon and Clofe, no {mall degree, parti- 
cularly in the C/ofe, of an unpardonable fingularity and affec- 
tation. In the third ode, which is entitled the Land/cape, the 
following lines may ferve to fhow our author’s peculiar excel- 
lency in the pidfure/que. 

‘ The love lorn linnet left the {pray 
. To fip the dewey flower, My. 
But feeling foon the fervid ray, 
Regain’d her bofky bower. . 
O’er every mountain, grove, and mead 
Summer’s luxuriant hand had f{pread 
Her richeft, gayett pride ; 
Each happy ftream in cadence led 
His mufic murmuring tide. 
¢ When lo ! dim fhades the weft gan rove 
With fable march and ftill ; 
Dark grows the mead, and dark the grove, 
And dark the frowning hill. 
Where’er the wanton Breezes bright 
On mufky pinion fluttered light, 
Now fteets his grizzly form, 
By Ruin traced and wild Affright, 
The Anarch of the ftorm.’ Bofly 
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Bofky bowers, mufic murmuring tides, and wufky pinions, 
may, for aught we know, be very poetical ; but they do not 
convey to an intelligent mind any rational’ pleafure, or in- 
ftruction; nor do we rightly conceive, though it is a fine 
founding word, what our author means by ‘ Anarch of, the 
ftorm.’ : . 

The following tranflation from the provenzal of Guillaume 
de St. Gregori, is called an Ode; with what. propriety we 
leave our readers to determine. 

‘ Fair the purple paths of Spring 
When the woodland warblers fing, 
When the meads with flowrets glow, 
When the breezes mufic blow. 
‘ Fairer to my raptured fight 
Are the purple paths of Fight : 
When the meads with armour glow, 
When dire founds the breezes blow, 
When keen fhafts with eager wing 
In their deadly progrefs fing.’ 

This put us in mind of— 

‘ Othe charming month of May, 
When the breezes 
Fan the treefes, &c.’ 

And Swift’s burlefque fong of— 

* Mild Arcadians ever blooming,’ 
Nightly nodding o’er your flocks.’ 

Tn the 8th Ode, called the Cradle of Shakefpeare, our 

author fays, | 
* When thou wert born the queen of night 
In filence fhed. her lovely light ; 


While every minim of the green 
To fhare thy {miles forfook her /been.’ 


This affe€tation of obfolete words, befides being unintelligi- 

ble to ninety-nine in a hundred, is, in our opinion, neither 
pleafing nor ornamental. . 
' Upon the whole, this book of Rimes, which feems to have 
coft the author an infinite deal of pains and labour, and which 
in fome parts is polifhed to the higheft degree of poetical 
luftre, is after all but a Lenten entertainment ; as, though the 
verfés are written /ecundum artem, and the exaét meafurement 
of fyllables moit religioufly attended to, our readers, we are 
fenfible, would receive more. pleafure from the perufal of one 
little ode (on St. Cecilia’s Day) by Dryden, who never talks 
of Cadence, Unifon, or Melos, than from this whole col- 
lection, , ee : 


The 
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The Royal Suppliants. A Tragedy. As performed at the Vheatre- 
voyal ix Drury-Lane. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Bowen. 


T HIS tragedy, written by the rev. Dr. Delap, is not with- 

out a confiderable fhare of merit, and has met with its 
deferved fuccefs in the reprefentation. The fable is fimple, 
uniform, and unembarrafied : though founded on a Grecian 
ftory, which feldom, for reafons.that might eafily be afligned, 
is much relifhed on our ftage, it is rendered interefting by one 
very happy leading circumftance, viz. that of Macaria’s volun- 
tary offer of her own life to fave that of her mother. This is 
the great hinge on which the whole turns, and appears in full 
force in that tender and affeéting icene in the fourth aé, 
which was received with univerfal applaufe, and which we 
fhall therefore lay before our readers. . 


* Solemn mufic. A flow procefion. Macaria dreft lke a victim, 
attended by priefts. 
* Demophon. | Holy men, approach, 
And execute your office. Demophon 
No longer heaven’s refiftlefs will withftands. 
Uninterrupted now the victim lead 
To facrifice. 
‘ Thefor.} Virgin, thou there difcern’ft 
Great Juno’s temple: with profoundett reverence, 
Behold, the fervant of the cred goddefs 
Conduétts thee to the altar. 
¢ Macaria,] Gods above ! 
To you Macaria lifts her lateft prayer ; . 
To you devotes herfelf for a lov’d parent. | ‘ 
Oh, let the fighs of innocence, to which 
Your heavenly gates {tand open day and night, 
Find entrance ! Let the virtues of her fon \ 
Lighten her lofs of me! comfort them both ! 
The Queen and Hyllus comfort! for ye can, 
Tho’ poor Macaria cannot. Without paufe, 
Now de your office prieft. Nay, touch me not: 
Freely to death I follow. , 
© (She walks to attended towards the temple, with folemn mufic.) 
© Demophon.) Now, my fon 
Conon fhall ive ; and Juno be appeafed, 
* Deianira and lolaus from the temple. 
¢ Deianira.} Hark, Iolaus! heard you not the founds 
Of fad folemnity ? and lo, attired 
By virgin veft—— Earth hide me from the fight ! | 
Tis fhe} oh horror, horror! my dear daughter 
Led forth a vidtim ! —cloier yet my child, 
a And clofer ? he who tears thee from thy mother 
| Shall bring the Furies with him! © 
© Demophon.] Deianira! 
, ; . 4Alcander.\ 











































Fhe Royal Suppliants. A Tragedy. 
© Alcander. Curft accident ! 
¢ Macaria.} Priefts, do your office——= 
* Deianira.] Hold ! 


Thou bloody tyrant, hold !—oh, loft toall 

Humanity! from demons fprung thou art ! 

From vengeance, murder, death ! »whate’er of horrot 
Lays watte the world !=+Could not her innocence, 
Youth, beauty, all! not:all—but'yet ‘thou could’ft not ! 
Tyrant, thou dar’ft not do it! the very! ftones 

Would from this violated altar fart, 

In vengeance of the crime! Heaven’s:wrathful king 
Blaft with his-déwef# lightning !—Oh, what fiend 

From hell could temptthee to fo damned:a deed ! 

© Demophon.} Wad Inot patience beyond: mortal man—= 
Jnjurious queen ! what wert thou?—Goes the not, 
Obedient to heaven’s hely oracle, 

A voluntary victim to. preferve 
Thy wretched being ?—Seize her! 

* Deianira.] Off! forbear ! 
Horrible wretch ! | 

© Theftor.] What dreadful profanation ! 
Retire, before th’ offended goddefs— 

* Alcander.| Speak ; 

Pronounce the fentence’: Conon bids thee fpeak ! 

© \Demophon.| Hedees ; and wakes each agonizing nerve 
Within a father’s breaft! But-to behold 
That {pectacle!-yet Conon, yet my’fon— 

If'one mutt die!—Sound, found for: faerifice ! 
| __ $ Deianira.}. No, dare not, as you’re men ! it wereafound 
To fart the: powers of heaven !—I clafp thy knees ! : 
Mercy ! oh, mercy ! on the moft forlorn, 

Unfortunate of womankind! No more — 

‘My frantic rage upbraids thee: by the name 
Revered of parent, {pare, oh fpate my child! 
And if you muft have blood, take mire for‘hers ! 
And freely fhall it flow. 

* Macaria.] The impious‘hand, - 
Raifled.’gainft her reverend age, is raifed ’gainft heaven! 
It braves the thunderer’s- bolts ! : 

* Deianira.]| Regard not her, 

Unnatural child! the feels not for the mother 
Who gave the life the fcorns; regard not her’: 
Thee I again implore; in bitternefs 

Of burfting ajgtith; clafp thy knees-again.. 
Nay, turn not+intheterror of thine eye 

A drop Tl fee, thatwillbnot-be reftrained; - 
’Tis nature pleading from’my heart.tothine! 
Qh, hear.terrible, -her tender cry.! 

And: here the poignard plyage ! 
































(222 The Royal Suppliants; A Tragedy. 
© Macaria.) | Tempt not, rath kings 
Tempt not the gods !—on thee, on all thy race, 
A mather’s innocent blood will cry for blood ! 
Macaria is the victim! fpeak thé word 
Which the gods fpoke. Now, :fronr yon opening heaverty 
They all look down on this tremendous fcene ! 
They view this agonizing heart, "that heaves 
To meet the blow! thew, by that heaven, I charge you, 


Plunge here the poignard ! 

© Demophon.| Sound to facrifice, 
And lead. ni forth. 

© Deianira.] Barbarian! no— 


Thou fhalt not force her from me; thus entwined, 
We'll die together in each other’s arms, 
Mother and daughter |’ 

This fcene, our readexs will perceive, is well wrought up 3 
and being finely acted, had its defired effect on the f{pectators ; 
though it unavoidably, from its fuperior merit, threw a lan- 
guor over the facceeding act, which all the art of poet or 
player in vain endeavoured to remove, The condué of the 
plot is indeed in many parts liable to objeétion, particularly 


‘the behaviour of Demophon, whofe violent paflion for Ma- 


caria at firft fight, and ftrange credulity with regard to his 
fon’s fituation, as related by Alcander, are fcarcely reconcila- 
ble to nature or probability. 
uftice and impartiality oblige us to fay that this piece, with 
all its acknowledged theatrical excellency, is better calculated 
for the ftage than the clofet: having no beauty of fentiment, 
or contraft of character, to recommend it. The diétion is in 
general, fome few paflages excepted, remarkably lame, pro- 
faic, and even vulgar. Many of our author’s words and 
hrafes are ftiff, obicure, and ungrammatical, and many more 
too low and familiar for tragedy. 7 
Iolaus defires Macaria to be \ 
* Obedient to her monitory call.’ ‘ 
Acamas fays, Euryftheus would take his troops at unaware:, 
Alcander fpeaking of Acamas, fays, - : 
¢ He is a rock will wreck us’ < 
That Demophon | 
¢ Makes a Joly halt.’ 
But that he fhall catch him in the iaterim, 
* Ev’n.at thy.wery look 
This wretch, his tyrant, every flave thro’ all 
His hoft, would quake to death!’ 
In other parts ‘of the play*we meet with guahns, evur fs 
Summonfes, puppets, &c. words ‘ill fuitt@ tothe dignity of the 


‘wagic mule, 


‘ The 
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* The king approaches. 
Mt once retire, fo pleafe you, to the altar.’ 
* That filence 
Cafts on the heart of Hyllus more alarm, 
Than mortal man e’et gave it!’ 
| * Demophon 
Has fool’d his brother.’ 
Deianira calls herfelf a 
© Misfortune-finifh’d model !’ 
And Macaria fays, 
¢ Hyllus fhall reign, a fifter’s death confirm 
Her brother #o his throne.’ 

‘The careleffnefs and inaccuracy, vifible in thefe expreffions, 
4s too glaring to ftand in need of any criticifm to expofe or 
condemn them. We cannot help remarking, that this total 
inattention, with regard to language, appearing through the 
whole performance, is more extraordinary, and perhaps more 
inexcufable, in an author who, from the choice of his fub- 
ject, and his manner of treating it, muft be confidered as a 
man of aclaflical education and refined tafte. This feems, 
notwithftanding, to have arifen from a ftudious defire to avoid 
that profufion of metaphor and affectation of fublimity which 
has fometimes taken place in modern tragedies ; the fear of 
which has driven our poet into the oppofite extreme. The good- 
natured audience, however, forgave him, and the good-natured 
reader, we hope, will do the fame, in confideration of that 
pathos and adherence to nature which he has thrown into fome 
parts, and which, to a feeling fpectator, will always make 
amends for deficiencies that, without this capital beauty, 
would not eafily be paffed over. 








FOREIGN: “AR*RE CE ES: 


Riflefione imparziali fopral’'Umanita degli Spagnuoli, nelle Indie, &c. or, 
Impartial Reflections on the Humanity of the Spaniards in the Indies, 
azainft the pretended Philofophers and Politicians; defigned for an llix- 

frration of the Hiflories publifbed by Mefirs. Raynal axd Robertfon, 
by Abbé Juan Nuix. 12mo. Venice, 


rT HE horrid cruelties with which the Spanith difeoverers and con- 
querors of America, {wept away millions of its harmlefs and de- 
fenfive natives in a deluge of blood, were beheld by ocular witneffes, 
and recorded by contemporary writers. The truth of thefe execrable 
excefles was proved by them, and efpecially by boneft Bartholomew 
de las Cafas, in the face of the Spanith governments, of Ferdinand 
himfelf, of Europe, and of mankind, by inftances at which 
humanity fhudders. It was eftablifhed beyond the poffibility of 
doubt, by the.extermination of whole nations; the defolation of 
Jarge iflands, and of vaft empires, by the rapid decreafe and the 
total difapparition of many mullions of human creatures from fre 
: age 
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“es face of the earth: by the fubfequent eftablifhment of the flave 


trade, enforced by that very depopulation of the Weft Indies and 
of America; and finally, by rhe very eloquent filence of the Spanith 
writers, none of whom has, ever fince the conqueft of America, yet 
ferioufly attempted either to palliate or to remove that everlafting 
ftain on the national character of bis‘countrymen ; till Abbé Don 
Juan Nuix, a clergyman, it feems. and indeed, in thefe days of 
pa philanthrophy too, at Jaft, @foufly ftands up here a pub- 
ic champion of the humanity of the Spaniards in the Indies. 

Abbé Juan Nuix has divided his very impartial Refleétions on 
the Humanity of the Spaniards if the Indies, into tive feétions, in 
which he ferioufly attempts and ftruggles hardto prove: é. 

‘ 3. That thofe borrid maflacres ofthe Indians, with which the 
Spaniards ‘are pretended to have ftained themfelves, are fale; 
oe they have been exaggerated by perions unworthy of 
credit, er 

* 2. That.the pretended attacks of the Spaniards on:the liberty 
and property of the Indians, are mere calumnies. 

* 3. That fuch outrages as were actually commiitted by his coun- 
trymen, were, however, lels than what might have been feared 
from the nature of the circumftances in which they happened : 
or, at leaft, that they were;not greater than thofe committed by 
other European nations in. the Weft-Indies. | 

* 4. Thatthey were atts of private individuals, condemned and 
© repaired by the Spanifh government, and the bulk of the nation. 

¢ 5. That all theevils were compenfated by greater good,” 

With the fame {pirit’and fuccefs he attempts to clear Ferdinand ° 
the Catbolic’s character from the charge of an abominable ingra- 
titude to Columbus’; by accufing the difeoverer of America of a 
multitude of blunders.and outrages, and by boldly afferting, that 
he (Columbus) was-rather the author of the epprefiion of Ame- 
rica than of ats difcovery : -andiall thefe hopele(s tatks he performs . 
with fo ftri&t, fo confcientious a.regard to trath and juftice, thet 
we cannot indeed but think it an bonour to Columbus, Robertfon, 
and Raynal, to be thus weighed: together in the fame fcale,. by this 
impartial and difcerning judge, aganft the juft, the humane, the 
generous, the grateful, Ferdinand the'Catholic ! ; 

With the fame (pirit, ‘fkill, aad fuccefs, he alfo juftifies the noble 
grants of the-Popesof yore, efpecially thar fuperb oné, by Alex. 
ander VI. who'in 1493, by one imagutary line, drawn ong hundred 
leagues weftward from the Azores, trom pole to pole, fairly divided 
all the countries then not yet difeovered, between Spain and'Portugat. 

His remarks on Civil Intoleratton, onthe Right of ‘'Prateétion, 
on Wealth and Poverty, on Taxes'anil Wars, on the Canfes of De- 


population, and+moft of all, on the Juftice of the Slave "Trade, are 


equally itriking and original, and evety‘way worthy of Doh Juan 
Nuix, the impartial.and intrepid champion of the humanity of the 
Spaniards in the ladies ! 








Usber die Gefchickte der Etfindung der Buckdruckerkunft,’ bey Gelegen 
heit einiger newern dariiber geaujferten befondern Meynungen: or, Oh 
the Hiftory of the Invention of 1 ypography,: aid ‘fome late peculiar opis 
nions coucerning that fubjet?. By Joli Gortlob- Immanuel Breitkopf, 
56Pages: gto. Leipzig. (German) 

MBE: Breitkopf, a very ingenious and eminent‘ printer, at Leipzig, 

here examines three different opinions lately publifhed, concern- 
ing the invention y Weide ds 1. That of Dominico Manni, given 
In 
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in his‘ Lezione Iftorica della prima promulgazione de Libri in Fi 
renze ; who affer:s, that John Fuft had no fooner invented at Maynz : 
the-art of printing books, than Bernard~Cennini, a gold{mith at 
Florence, cut types in fteel, and taught his fon that art. ‘That 
thus the Life of Catherina of Siena was printed and publifhed in 1471 3 
and Virgil, with the Commentary of Servius, in 1472. After bim 
Coltelini thought that fome fimilar art muft be allowed to have been 
already poffeffed and practifed by the ancicht Etrufcans; fince an 
Etrufcan infcription on.an artificial ftone appeared to have been com- 
{ pofed of letters, every one of which had been formed in the fame 
| mould, fince:the fame letter always occured again with its own pe- 
culiar diftinétive characteriftics. Mr. Breitkopf obferves, that the 
Etrufcans at leaft were not the original inventors, fince Niebuhr has 
found in Egypt, fragments of vafes printed upon in the fame mari« 
ner, and that the art of ftamping letters and figures with ink, is of 
a very ancient ttanding. That to engrave in metals, &c. was a 
part of the bufinefs of goldfmiths; and that they accordingly may 
eafily have taken fome fhare in.an art fo nearly related to their own 
profeffion,. Bernard and his fons were, indeed, the firit printers at 
Florence, and Virgil the firft book they printed; but the Life of Ca 
therina of Siena was not printed by them. 

If, Jofeph Vernazza, in his Lezione... fopra le Stampe, pub- 
lifhed at Cagliari in 1778, confiders a work, faid fo exift in the Li- | 
=F brary of the Duke of Parma, and called by him Concilium Wuerz- | 
| burgenfe, or more properly a Collection of feveral Councils held at 
Wurtzburg (the laf of them, in 1453,) as the firft printed book, 
whence he and P. Paciaudi conclude, that the work, therefore, mutt 
alfo have been printed in 1453, at Mbit. is 

Ifl, M. Jean des Roches, Secretary tothe Imperial and Royal So« 
ciety of Sciences at Bruffels, has, in a memoir read on the 8th of 
January, 1777, attempted to transfer the honour of the invention of 
the art of printing to the city of Antwerp, and to one Lewis van Vael 
beke.; becaufe the author of an ancient chronicle of Brabant begin- 
ning in 1318, and ending in 1340, mentions the deceafe of aman, | 
called Die goede Vedelare Lodewyc, van Vaelbeke in Brabant, of | 
whom he fays: | 











‘ Hy was d’eerfte di vant 
Van ftampien'die manieren ~ 
Die man noch hoert antieren ¢ 


ji..e. he was the firft inventor of that manner of ftamping ftill in 
ufe. M. des Roches refers the fenfe of the word fampien to the 
Latin word fiampare, ufed once in the firft beginnings of typo- 
_ ‘graphy, for printing ; and ftill ufed in that fenfe, in the Italian lane 
guage; and thence concludes that Lodewyc was the inventor of the 
art of printing. | 
Mr. Breitkopf, on his part, is rather inclined to think’that the 
good Vedelare Lodewyc was either a fiddler, or makér. of fiddles ; 
that fampien here fignifies famping with one’s foot ; and, of courfé, | 
that the honeft fiddler Lodewyc van Vaelbeke was the ingenious in- ) 
ventor of the method of beating time to mufic with one’s foot, 
Mr. Breitkopf-has fubjoined a detail of the Contents of a new hi- 
ftory of the invention of the art of Printing, which he intends to 
publifh. From thefe contents he appears to be intimately acquainted 
with the hiftory of a noble art, that has by himfelf been enriched 
with feveral interefting inventions and improvements, 


Vou. LI, March, 1781, Q. Varittiés 
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Varitiés Littéraires, pour fervir de Suite aux Meélanges hiftoriques, cris 
~ giques, de Phyfigue, de Litterature, et de Poéfie: Par M. le Marquis 
d Orbeffan, Préfident a Mortier du Parlement de Touloufe. 2 vols, 
$vo. Auch, i 
A. Mifcellaneous colleétion of the following pieces: Vol. I. The 
*™ Life of Titus, in 136 pages. A Memoir on the ancient Do- 
minion of the Pifans in Corfica, extracted from the feventh 
volume of the Effays of the Academy of Cortona, and from the 
Italian differtation of a profeffor of the Univertity of Pifa, contain- 
ing an enquiry into the right of Pope Gregory VII. on Corfica, when 
he granted that Ifland to the Pifans, who exercifed the rights of fo- 
vereignty till the year 1119; but loft them by degrees about the 
year 1300, by their own domettic troubles, 
' A Differtation on the Origin of Poft-Offices; their exiftence 
among the ancients, and efpecially, under the Roman emperors: 
when Lewis XI. eftablifhed them 1n France, he only eftablithed the 
veredarii of Charlemagne, and of the ancient Roman empire. 
_, Confiderations on the Hiltory of France ; containing, in 130 pages, 
a general fketch of the remarkable revolutions of the Gauls, with 
regard to laws, manners, religion, and form of government, from 
and before Czxfar’s time, down to the third race of French kings ; 
in which he treats of chivalry, jurifprudence, fervitude, war, &c. 

Two diflertations on the Origin of the French Parliaments, con- 
taining.a tketch of their various fucceflive complexions. 

Vol. II. Differtations; on an Egyptian idol ; on a figure of Cu- 
pid; onan ancient Priapus; on an altar dedicated to the mountains; 
eclairciflement on Seutonius, on Aufonius, on the Phylira of the 
ancients; with atranflation of an ode of Horace into French verfe. 

_, A Differtation on Angelus Politianus, whofe charaéter is here 
‘cleared from the fufpicions of vice and debauchery. 

.,. Thefe pieces are fucceeded by fome academical fpeeches, fome 
pieces of verfe, and fome fpeeches delivered from the prefident’s 
chair in the parliament of Touloufe, on Prudence, on Juitice, on 
the Obfervation of Laws, and a Difcourfe on Wifdom. 

In an Effay on Panics, the authorquotes the mett famous in{tances 
of thefe forts of fudden terrors; and thows their double fource, weak- 
nefs and ignorance. | 

This Effay is fucceeded by an attempt of an exact and literal profe 
tranflation of the fineft paflages in Virgil’s Georgics. __ 

The fecond volume concludes with another tranflation of Mr. 
Beguillet’s elegant Latin Differtation on Vegetation, 

’ Tf thefe Milcellanies afford no proof of original genius, they may 
have at leaft the merit of refleéting and diftufing farther, feveral 
borrowed rays of uleful knowledge. 





J. J. Rambach’s Ge/chichte der Roemifchen Pabje, feit der Reforma- 
tion bis auf die jetuigen Zeiten; or J. J. Rambach’s Hifory of the 
Roman Popes, from the Reformation to the aie Times. Part I, 
1 vol. ato. Magdeburgh and Leipzig. (German.) 

(THE author of this volume tranflated the late Mr. Arch. Bower’s 

Hiftory of the Roman Popes ; but found it, befides its other ma- 
terial defects, from the times of the Reformation, fo dry and incom- 

“plete, as Mr. Bower had employed only fourteen fheets for the 
iftory of the Popes from the beginning of the fixteenth century to 

the year 3758, that he refolved on relating the tranfaétions of that 

‘eventful period with greater minutenefs. : ‘Thele events are accérd- 

ingly 
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ingly. bere recorded faithfully, impartially, and with the neceffary 
circumftances and details. But in the plan of his Hidory, Mr. R.° 
too, hasbeen thought deficient. As the pope is at the fame time 
the fecular fovereign of a country, the bifhop.of a city, the arch- 
bifhop of a diocefe, the chief of Chriftianity in certain ftates; and 
as his rights or claims in this latter relation, have long been and are 
{till fubjeéts of great difputes; all thefe different relations ought to 
be kept diftin@ from each other, and never to be confounded: 

Notwithftanding the apparent minutenefs of this firft volume, 
many of the more important events are here omitted: for inftance, 
inthe Hittory of Clement VII. the account of the rife of the order 
of the Capuchins ; the material alterations made during the whole 
period here treated of, in the court and religious etiquette; of the 
Jubilees, a matter fo interefting for the pope, not only as pope, 
but as fovereign of Rome. From the authors here quoted, he 
feems alfo not to have always derived his informations from the 
belt fources. 








FOREIGN LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


J. A. Wafer’s &c. Betrachtungen iiber die Zurcherifchen Wohnheufer, 
vornehmlic in Abficht auf die Brand-Caffen und Birger Protocol, 
famt einigen andern dahin einfchlagenden. Oekonomifch politifchen 
Bemurkungen ; or J. H. Water's Confderations on the Dwelling houses 
of the City of Zurich, chiefly, with regard to Fire Infurance-Ojices 
and the Lifts of the Citizens, with fome other Oeconomica- political Ob- 
fervations relating to thefe Subje@s ; vo. Zurich, (German.) 


ALMOST the whole book confifts of eftimates, tables, and calcu- 

lations, relating not only to the houfes, but alfo to molt of the 
articles of profits and expences of the inhabitants of Zurich. Tne 
number of the houfes is here ftated at 1189, and their average price 
appears to be higher than thofe of London or Paris, asthe average 
price of every dwelling-houfe at Zurich is here eftimated at 5182 
florins: a circumftance that may be accounted for, from the politi- 
cal conttitution of the canton, and the great privileges of the citi- 
zens of itscapital, The author judicioufly ob/erves, that enlarge- 
ments and improvements of dweiling-houfes are one of tiie mott 
ufeful fpecies of luxury, in point of health, of morais, and of the 
circulation of money. 


Imman. Jo. Gerh. Schelleri Compendium Praceptorum Stili bene 


‘Latini, smprimis Ciceroniani, {££ Eloguentia Latine declaranaa. Ie 


ufum Praleionum. 8vo. Leipfic, 


A judicious abftraét of a larger work, of which we have already 
taken notice, calculated for academical lectures. 


Kécherches fur la Caufe des Affefions hypocomdriaques, appelée: commu 
nement Vapeurs. Par Claude Kevillon. M. D. a Macon. 8vo. Paris. 

Letters of a Phyfic'an who had him(elf once been afflicted with 
the difeafe, of which he here treats, and conhdently. prom'fes 
tocure his patient. He confiders hypochondriac and bylterical dif- 
orders asthe fame difeafe.. One ot his chief propofitions is, that 
nervous difeafes arife from fome defeét or vice in point of tranfpira- 
tion: a thought not founded on mere fpeculation, but on practical 
obfervations, and even on fome valuable experiments. He pre- 
fcxibes his patient for breakfatt, three ounces of bread, and one 
Qs ounce 
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ounce of wine; for dinner, twenty feven ounces, in all, of food 
and drink; for the afternoon, about four ounces ; and for fupper, 
twenty ounces, but no foups. He has himfelf kept, after Sanéte- 
rrus’s example, a minute and accurate account of the weight of his 
Own body, his aliments and excretions, from March 30, to June 
13, 1776; from which he appears to have always been in better 
health, when his infenfible tranfpirations outweighed his vifible fe- 
cretions. The gravity of the air of Macon appears to be lefs vari- 
able than in many other diftriéts ; for the above mentioned two 
months and a half, at leaft, the barometer there feems to have ne- 
ver been below27 inches, nor above 27 inches g lines. 


Mémoire fur des nouvelles Cryfallizations de Feldfpath et autres Singy- 
larités, renfermées dans les Granites des Environs de Baveno. Par 
Herm. Pini. With 2 Plates, 62 Pages. 8v0. Milan. 


The ingenious author chiefly employs himfelf with giving an accu” 
rate account of a very beautifuland variegated red and grey granite? 
from the environs of the village of Baveno, on the Lago Maggiore 
jn the Milanefe: but has interfperfed a variety of other obfervations 
which cannot but be acceptabie to nuneralogitts, 


Michaelis Hubii de Telluris Forma, Liber fngularis, %70 Pages 
8vo. Warlaw. 


An intricate and difficult fubject, treated with fuch a degree of 
ingenuity and acutenefs, as will recommend this work to the at-. 
tention of mathematicians and philofophers, 


De Aére Fluidifque ad Aéris Genus pertinentibus Aud. Jof. Nob. de 
Herbert. 184 pages. 8vo. Vienna. 


The noble author feems to follow the footfteps of Mr. Hales, and 
Dr. Prieftley, and to have contirmed many of his own propofitions 
by aconfiderable number of new, ingenious, and accurate expe- 
riments. 











MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 


POLITICAL. 


Reflections on our Rupture with the Dutch. 8v0. 15. Cadell. 
HE principal confideration fuggefted in thefe Reflections 


is the opinion the author entertains of what would have 
been foand policy in our minifters to have adopted with refpeé 
to the Dutch.- He thinks, that for keeping peace with the 
‘States of Holland, we might, among-other propoials, have of- 
fered them a*local and temporary exception in. their behalf, 
‘from the operation of our navigation act, during the courfe of 
any of our wars with France and its allies; in order to turn, 
on fuch occafions, their Baltic or Northern trade to our own 
ufe, by profits or immunities fuperior to. thofe which they could 
expect from our enemies. We fhould imagine, however, that 
fuch a fcheme, if really practicable, mu‘t have proved greatly 
prejudicial to the interefts of the Britif commerce. 


4A Tranf- 
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A Tranflation of the Memorial to the Sovereigns of Europe upon 
the prefent State of Affairs between the Old and New World, into 


Common Senfe and inteliigible Englith. 8vo..1s. Stockdale. 


The obje& of the Memorial to the Sovereigns of Europe was 
to imprefs them with an idea of the growing ftrength of Ame- 
rica, and her great importance, in future, among the maritime 
powers. Whatever juftnefs might be difcovered in fome of 
the author’s fentiments and obfervations, his meaning was fre- 
quently obfcured by a peculiar mode of expreffion. This in- 
convenience is entirely removed by the prefent performance, 
which is*executed in an intelligible manner, remote from pe- 
dantry and affectation. 


A Letter from Cicero to the Lord Vif. H——e. 800. 15. 
Bew. 


This Letter contains a variety of fevere, but apparently juft 
remarks, on the conduct of lord H—e and his brother. The 
greater part of the charges has, we believe, been formerly laid 
before the public ; but a few others are now {pecified, and utged 
with ftrong expoftulation. 


The Old Funds fufficient for a New Loan. 8v0. 1s. White. 


This writer propofes that government fhould raife the pub- 
lic fupplies by lowering the legal intereft of money, and tax- 
ing the funds. He adduces ftrong arguments in favour of the 
expediency and advantage of this meafure, and anfwers ob- 
jections to it. The fubject is certainly of fuch importance as to 
merit the moft mature deliberation. 


The Patriotic Mirror, or the Salvation of Great Britain in Em 
bryo. 80. 15.6d. Faulder. 


The author of this pamphlet prefents us with a retrofpective 
view of the conduét of oppofition in general, and that of fome 
of its leading members, which he reprobates in a: ftrain of ri- 
dicule, and declamatory invective. ‘This Mirror being chequered 
with feveral inequalities, the objeéts are fometimes exhibited 
in diftorted attitudes, The caricaturas, however, are for the 
moft part delineated with a degree of humour, plentifully in- 
termixed with poetical extracts; and the author difcovers a 
Jaudable zeal for the honour and interefts of his country. 


The Citizen’s Monitor. By Jonas Hanway, E/y; 410. 45° 
Boards. Dodifley. 

This is the production of Mr. Hanway, a gentleman well 
known for his benevolent attention to matters that concern the 
public intereit. In the prefent volume he fhews the neceflity 
of a falutary police, executed by refolute and judicious magi- 
ftrates. His thoughts on this fubjeét appear to have been occa- 
fioned by the late riots, refpecting whichvhe -prefents us with 

_ feveral pertinent obfervations. : 


eh te | The 
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‘The Legal Means of Political Reformation, (Sc. ‘By Granville 
| Sharp. vo. 1s. White. 


Mr. Sharp, the author of this pamphlet, is known as an 
advocate for annual parliaments, and a more equal reprefent- 
ation ; in refpect of which he now offers farther remarks, ‘that 
may meet with the approbation of thofe who entertain ‘con- 
genial fentiments on the fubject. 


A Letter to the Author of *‘ Confiderations on ihe late Difur- 
bances.*” S80. 6d. White. 

A vindication, the author of which-appears to be greatly in- 
terefted, of Dr. Ibbetfon, archdeacon of St. Alban’s, from the 
charge of having given his countenance to the violent proceed- 
ings of the Proteftant Affociation. : 


. Oe ote i Fe 


. Monody on Major André. By Mifs Seward. To which are added, 
Letters addreffed to her by Mayor André. Ato. 25. Od. -Robinfon. 
We had -an-opportunity fome time ago, which we°gladly 

embraced, of doing juftice to Mifs Seward’s poetical abilities,.in 
our Critique on her * Elegy on Captain Cook: the Monody 
on Majer André has yet greater merit, being one of the moft 

‘pleafing little poems whith we ever perafed. The numbers are 

‘to the laft-degree ¢orreGt‘and harmonious, the fentiments: ten- 

der and pathetic,’ and ‘the whole interefting ‘Rory of major An- 

‘“dre’s life and death ‘told ‘with great fimplicity, The unfortu- 

nate major had, it‘feems, fome years fince, contratted a violent 

paffion tor mifs Honora S~——, ‘a lady either nearly related 

-.t0, or intimately, connected with, .our author: he was dif- 

approved of by.her,parents, .who,obliged her to marry an- 

other; foon after which fhe died., Upon that event, the major 
guitted his profeffion asa merchant, ‘and joined the army in 

América. Durig their intimacy, Mr. André had drawn two 

miniature pictures of his miftrefs, one for the author of this 

poem (probably ftill'in“her poffeflion) and ‘another for himéfelf, 
which he carried abroad with him, and wore conflantly about 
him. We are informed, in a note, that a letter from him fo one 
of-his friends, writtén.a féw years ago, contained the follow- 
~ Gng fenténce, ‘I have been taken prifoner by the Americans, 

and ftript of every thing, except the pi€ture of Honora, which I 

- concealed in my mouth : preferving that, I yet think mWelf for- 

tunate.’ This incident isfinely.wotked up by our engaging 

author, in the following lines, {uppofedto have been {poken by 
the major when taken, prifoner. 

«« What tho’-Honora’s voice no more fhall charm ! - 

No more her beamy fmile my bofom warm’! 

Yet from thefe eyes fhall force for ever tear 

The facred image of that form fo:dear ?— 





power 


7 See Crit. Review, vol. xlix. p. 470. t Ibid. vol, 1. p. 69. 
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Shade of my love.!—tho’ mute and cold thy harms, 
Ne’er haft thou bleft my happy rival’s arms ! 


‘ To my fad heart each dawn has feen thee preft! 
Each night has laid thee pillow’d on my,breatt ! 
Force fhali not tear thee from thy faithful fhrine ; 
Thou ne’er wert his, and fhalt be ever mine! . 


‘Tis fix’d !—thefe lips fhall refolute inclofe 
The precious foother of my Ceafelefs woes. 
And fhou’d relentlefs violence invade 
This laft retreat, by frantic fondnefs made, 
One way remains !— Fate whifpers to my foul 
Intrepid Portia and her burning coal ! 

So fhall the throbbing inmate of my breaft 
From love’s fole gift meet everlafting reft 1’ 

The hero’s farewell to his country, on going to America, is 
svarmly and pathetically defcribed, and the addrefs to his mo- 
ther andfifters, on his departure, natural, affeéting and poetical. 
Milfs Seward’s and Mr. André’s families, having -been fo inti- 
mately connected, the author, we may obferve, writes imme- 
diately from her ‘own feelings on this melancholy occafion ; 
and tothis we are, no doubt, to attribute, ina great meafure, that 
ftrength and pathos which runs through the whole of this moft 
pleafing elegy, the perufal of which will give our readers, if 
they have any tafte, orany heart, the greateft {atisfaction : ‘to 
the Poem, therefore, we refer ther ; but, in the,mean time, 
cannot help quoting the following fpirited addrefs to the Ame- 
rican General : 

‘ Remorfelefs Wathington! the day. fhall come 
Of deep repentance for this barb’rous doom ! 
When injur’d André’s memory fhall infpire 
A kindling army with refiitleis fire ; 

Each falchion fharpen that the Britons wield, 
And lead therr fiercelt lion to the field ! 

Then, when each hope of thine fhall fet in night, 
When dubious dread, and unayailing flight 
Impel your hoft, thy guilt-upbraided foul 

Shall with untouch’d the facred life you ftole! 

And when thy heart appall’d and vanquith’d pride 
Shall vainly afk the mercy they deny’d, 

With horror fhalt thou meet the fate they gave, 
Nor pity gild the darknefs of thy grave ! 

For Infamy with livid hand thal! fhed 

Eternal mildew on thy ruthlefs head !’ 

Thefe lines feem to breathe the keeneft fpirit of refentmént 

againft the cruel Americane. 

facit indignatio verfum. 
They are flrong, nervous, and manly, and fuch as the beft of 
our modern poets need not have been afhamed of: to thefe 
fucceeds a fat t, elegant, and harmonious contrait, which thus 


concludes the Monody : 


Q4 ‘ What 
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* What tho’ the tyrants, with malignant pride, 

To thy pale corfe each decent rite deny’d ! 

Thy graceful limbs in no kind covert laid, 

Nor with the Chriftian-requiem footh’d thy fhade! 
Yet on thy grafs-green bier foft April-fhow’rs 
Shall earlieft wake the fweet fpontaneous flow’rs ! 
Bid the blue hare-bell, and the violet there 
Hang their cold cup, and drop the pearly tear ! 
And oft, at penfive eve’s ambiguous gloom, 
imperial Honour, bending o’er thy tomb, 

With folemn ftrains fhall lull thy deep repofe, 
And with his deathlefs laurels fhade thy brows ! 

‘ Lamented youth! while with inverted {pear 
The Britith legions pour th’ indignant tear ! 
Round the dropt arm the funeral-fcarf entwine, 
And in their hearts deep core thy worth enfhrine, 
While my weak mufe, in fond attempt and vain, 
But feebly pours a perifhable flrain, 

Oh! ye diitinguifh’d few! whofe glowing lays 

Bright Phoebus kind/es with his purett rays, 

Snatch from its radiant fource the living fire, 

And light with veftal fiame your André’s hallow’d pyre !? 

We fincerely congratulate the public on the appearance of 
this new and {plendid ftar in the female galaxy; and are firmly 
of opinion, that if Mifs Seward continues to proceed thus ra- 
pidlyin her poetical courfe, fhe will foon become one of the 
moft diftinguifhed writers of the age. 

To this Monody are added three letters to the author, writ- 
ten by major André, when he was a youth of eighteen, which 
however the partial eye of Mifs Seward’s friendfhip feems to 
admire, might as well have been omitted. 


A Poetical Epifile to Monfeur Veftris, from Aretineolus. 4to, 
pte 1s. Bew. 

This poet-lauregt to the King of Capers celebrates the god 
of his idolatry in full as bad metre as any laureat.who ever 
fang before him, He tells us, in commendation of his hero, 
that | 

¢ The Graces lavifh’d all their gifts on Ain; 
And a peculiar charm 4uag on each Lind.’ 


This quotation alone may fuffice to give our readers an idea 
of the true merit of the whole performance, If Mr. Vettris’ feet 
did not move in better meafure, and rife a little higher than 
the writer of this poem, he would never have met with fo 
much fuccefs in picking the pockets of the Britith nation. 

DPV Dobe: Te, | 
A Sermon preached before the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in the 

Abbcy-church, Wettmintter, on Jan. 30, 1781. By John 

Lord Bib of St. David's. gto; 1s. L. Davis.” ~ °° 

In this difcourfe the learned author illuftrates thefe words of 


St. Paul: ‘ Render to ail their dues, &c.’ Rom, xiii. 7. and 
ju: 
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judicioufly obferves, that ‘ as no cau/e can be a proper ground 
for refiftance by force, unlefs itis moft important in its confe- 
quences, and moft general in its tendency; fo mutt it alfo be 
abfolutely clear and certain.’—In his account of king Charles, 
he thus apologizes for his majefty’s conduct: * He was endued 
with qualities, which might have rendered both him and his 
fubjects happy, had he lived in better days: but an undefined 
prerogative, and an intemperate zeal in mutters of religion, 
prevailing at that period, created fuch difficulties as no one of 
his predeceffors had ever experienced..—‘ When he appeared 
before the pretended High Court of Juiftice, he faid nothing, 
he did nothing, that mifbecame him, either asa king, or a 
Chriftian. And to what, continues our author, can we afcribe 
all this meeknefs and tranquility ? To what can we attribute fo 
great a degree of courage and conftancy, but to his fincerity, 
and the confcioufnefs of having done all in his power, to cor- 
rect the fatal miftakes of the former part of his reign, by mak- 
ing fuch great and unexampled conceflions, as muft have proved 
a good ground for a fafe and lafting peace, had a proper regard 
been paid to them ?’ 

Many will think, that Charles had wot doze all that was in 
his power to correct his former errors; and that our author’s 
reprefentations are too favourable to this mifguided prince. 
But every one muft allow, that the following reflection is per- 
feétly juft: ‘ As fuch revolutions will ferve to thew, how ex- 
tremely hazardous it is for princes to tranfgrefs the facred bounds 
of the conftitution ; fo will the fame eveuts teach us, what great 
national calamities may be produced by a mifguided zeal in 
matters of religion.’ 

For thefe reafons the commemoration of the 3cth of January 
may be an excellent memento, if continued to the lateft po- 
fterity ; but, at the fame time, we muft confefs, that we fhould 
be glad to fee fome emendations in our form of prayer for that 
folemnity ; where king Charles is too grofsly flattered by the 
courtly compilers. 


A Sermon preached before the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in the 
Abbey-Church, Weftminfter, on Feb. 21, 1781, being the Day 
appointed for a General Faft. By John, Lord Bifbop of Bangor. 
4to. 15, Robfon, 


From thefe words of Azariah, ‘ The Lord is with you, while 
ye be with him; and if ye feek him, he will be found of you ; 
but if ye forfake him, he will forfake you,’ 2 Chron. xv. 2.— 
his lordfhip takes oceafion to fhew, ‘ that there is no fecurity 
or ftability to be expeéted by any people, but what depends on 
the favour and protection of heaven.’ He then confiders 


what is more immediately implied in the foregoing admo- 
nition, or the means, by which we may gain this favour and 
protection, 5 


4 Ser. 
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A Sermon preached before the Houfe of Commons, at St. Margaret's 
Weftminfter, on Feb. 21, 1781, being the General Faft. Ry 
Andrew Burnaby, D. D. 4to. 15. T. Payne. 

Dr. Burnaby takes for his text-this paflage, relative to the 
Shipwreck of St. Paul : * Paul faid tothe centurion, and.to the 
foldiers, except thefe abide in the fhip, ye cannot be faved.’ 
Ads xxvii. 31. “This piece of hiftory, as-our author obferves, 
affords us an indifputable proof of a fuperintending Providence: 
for the event was foretold. It fhews likewife, that the difpen- 
~“fations of heaven are effeéted by natural means: for, fays the 
apoftle, ‘ except’ thefe.abide in -the fhip, ye cannotybe : faved.” 
From-this incident the preacher takes occafion.to fhew, thatthe 
example of the great, unanimity, and a -generous.andiheroic 
patriotifm, are the beft natural means, in the»hand and under 
the control of ‘Providence, of preferving our great veffel, the 
veffel of the commonwealth, in the form, which at prefent 
threatens to overwhelm it. 

4 Sermon preached. before the Univerfity of Oxford, on Feb. 21, 
1781, being the General Fafi. By George Horne, D.'D. 410, 
1s. .Robinfon. Re : ‘of 
¢ When thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants 

the. world will-learn righteoufnefs.? Ifa. xxvi. 9. Very proper 

and feafonable reflections on the teacher, the fchool, and the 
leffon ; the teacher, God ; the fchool affliftion ; and the leffon, 

righteoufnefs. 7 

«4 Sermon preached at York, on Feb. 21, 1781, being the Gereral 

Faft. By James Scott, D.D. gto. 1s. Baldwin. ~’ 

The doétrine inculcated in this difcourfe is, that * though it 
-is.a wrong conftruction of God’s judgments to pronounce, that 
‘thofe, are always the greateft finners, who are the greateft fuf- 
ferers; yet,we need not,be fcrupulous in thinking or faying, 
that the .calamities which befal. mankind are in general the 
effets and .confequences of; fin.’— Our -predominant fins as a 
nation, on which the author chiefly animadverts, are, a fpirit 
of felfifhnefs and yenality, a want of reverence for our go- 
vernors, an’ impatience of-all rule and. order, and an open con- 
tempt of religien. «-- - : 

A Difcourfe on the-Faf, Feb. 1, 1781.°8v0. 6d. Phillips. 

A plain, praétical difcourfe, in the old fafhioned ftyle. In 
the following paflage the author accommodates his notions to 
the fuperftition of the vulgar. ‘ We. have had earthquakes in 
divers places, of which we have felt {ome monitory, fhocks at 
home, together with uncommon fiery meteors, and ftriking ap- 
pearances in the air; as alfo the plague in different parts of 
the continent ; dreadful eruptions: from burning mountains, and 
many other tokens, both at home and abroad, of the divine 
difpleafure.’ 

This is the language of old women. We might as well fay, 
that fnow and hail are tokens of the divine difpleafure, as me- 
teors, earthquakes, and volcanoes. 

A Ser- 
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A Sermon preached on Feb. 21, 1781, the late Day of National 
Humiliation. By Newcome Cappe. 820. 6d ‘Cadell. 


An ingenious and:animated difcourfe, .on the good which 
may arife from apparent evil, and the duty of creatures, whofe 
views are narrow, dark, and conjectural, under the admini- 
{tration of infinite sestitomn 


A Funeral Sermon, occafioned :by the Death of. the ate rev. john 
Aikin, D.D. ily: William Hafield, Meds D. .: Ata. “15s 
Johnfon. 


In this difcourfe the, preacherhas very difutely, and, \we 
amake.no doubt, very\juitly, difplayed the great abilities and 
the eminent virtues of the late Dr. Aikin. 


The Protefant-diretted-in the Priuciples-of his Religion. 1:2m100,1 15. 
Milne. 


The author’s defign isto ‘point out the principal. errors of 
the church of Rome; to direct the’Proteitant im his religion; 
to furceit fome-ufeful admonitions again {idrunkennefs, whoring, 
and {wearing ; and to'furnifh the ferious and illiterate Chrittian 
with prayers and hynins on ‘various occafions.— This tra& is faid 
-to be * a colle&tion from other works,’ and is written in an: or- 
dinary ftyle ; buat, ‘as it is plain'and comprehenfive, it maybe 
ufeful to unlearned readers. 

Some Gelden Rules and Dire@ions, chiefly calculated for Young Mea. 
i2mo. Gd. Milne. 

This ‘tra& is dedicated to lord’ G. Gordon ; and we may 
therefore fuppofe, that it was written by one of that pious fra- 
ternitvy, who were lately engaged in ‘the reformation of the 
church arid: ftate. ‘It confifts of fome trite .and fuperfcial :ob- 
ferv ations on fobriety, honetty , induftry, blafphemy, oferni- 
cation, and other fimilar topies. -The author fpeaking of his 
defign, which ts laudable, affures us, that ‘ a careful remem- 
brance of thefe rules will ferve greatly to initiate us into the 
paths of virtue, and will, iu a manaer totally erafe the allurcments 
of vice.’ 

Comments on the Ten Commandments. Small 8vo.'6d. Crowder. 

Plain and prattical, and therefore not improperly calculated 
for the common people. 


The Chriftian Seaman’s Friend. By Jonas.Hanway, E/7. _ fmall 
8v0. 15-64. Dodiley. 
In this pamphlet the benevolent Mr. Hanway gives to feamen 
many falutary, moral, and religious admonitions, which we fin- 
cerely wifh they would adopt. 


CONTROVERSIAL. 
A Free and Serious Addrefs to the Chriftian Laity, efpecially.fuch as 


embracing Untarian Sentiments conform to riuitarian Wor/bip. 


Sve. 15. 6d. :Joknfon. 
This writer places the declarations “relative to the object of 
worthip, contained ‘in the Liturgy of the*Church of England, 
and 
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and'the fentiments of fome eminent diffenters, which are both 
conformable to the doétrine of Athanafius, in contraft with 
the declarations of Chrift and his apoftles on that fubject ; and 
from thence infers, that the worfhip praétifed by the former is 
corrupt and unfcriptural. 

’ Without entering into the merits of the controverfy, we fhall 
only obferve, that the author of this pamphlet has treated the 
fubje& in an able manner; and appears to be conf{cientioufly - 
engaged in the caufe, which he endeavours to fupport. 


A Letter to the Rev. William Bell, D.D. Ox the Subject of his 
late Publications upon the Auth-rity, Nature, and Defign of the 
Lord’s Supper *. By Lewis Bagot, LL.D. 8vo. 15. Ri- 
vington. , 

In this letter Dr. Bagot does-not attempt to refute the argu- 

ments advanced by Dr. Bell, ‘in his treatife on the facrament 3 

but only expoftulates with him on the nature and the tendency 

of his publication. He tells him, that neither his principles 
nor his arguments are new; that they have been uniformly 
maintained by Hoadly, Pearce, and all the Socinian writers 
on the fubjett, and long fince obviated; that his. doétrine is 
utterly inconfiftent with the public fervice of the church ; and 
~wery different from that which is held forth in the words of the 
inftitution, and of every paflage relating to it, in the apoftolic 
writings, and that * his Practical Enquiry, in the hands of an 
unlearned believer, can anfwer no other end, than that of per- 
plexing his confcience, and unfettling every religious principle, 
by which he has hitherto conducted himfelf.’ 

Thefe are fevere reflections ; but Dr. Bell will probably com- 
fort himfelf by confidering, that they are not fupported by ar- 
gament, 


M oF DOT. CAL, 
Syfematic Elements of the Theory and Pra&ice of Surgery. B 
John Aitkin. 8vo. 6s. Murray, PG 37 
This work, as may be fuppofed from its title, confifts chiefly 
of definitions or defcriptions, to which the author has’ frequently 
added fhort practical remarks. The methodical manner in which 
the fubjeéts are arranged ferves to give a concife general view 
.. of the province of {urgery ; but, in the printing of the volume, 
every laudable artifice that could extend its dimenfions, 
feems to have been ufed. . 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Exercifes on Elocution ; felected from various Author's, and arranged 
under proper Heads. Intended as a Sequel to a Work, entitled, 
“The Speaker.” By William Enfield, LL.D. t2mo. 35. 
6d. Johnfon. | 
Thele pieces are collected from the writings of Cicero, Livy, 

_ Salluft, Pliny, Addifon, Chefterfield, Melmoth ; Shakefpeare. 





* See Crit, Rev, vol. xlix. p. 418. 


Milton, 
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Milton, Pope, Dryden, Thomfon, Smollett, Goldfmith, and 


many other eminent authors, 
This is as good a compilation, as we have feen by any of the 
piece-brokers of literature, 


The Budget of Love; in Letters between Florizel and Perdita. 
Small 8vo. 25.6d. Bew. 

This, amongft the many contemptible performances, which 
as Reviewers, we are obliged to wade through, is one of the 
moft contemptible, being apparently the production of fome 
hackney fcribbler, who thought that the names of *Florizel and 
Perdita might at this particular period of time recommend any 
nonfenfe to the public attention. ‘The author informs the rea- 
ders, in an advertifement prefixed, that Perdita entrufted thefe 
Letters (which, fuppofing them to be genuine, is to the laf 
degree improbable) to the care of her chambermaid, from 
whom her fweetheart procured a copy, and gave them to the 
public. 

One of Perdita’s letters concludes thus: 

‘ If Florizel did but know with what a rage I burn, kindled 
by the torch of love, he would excufe it. I am fure he would 
—— Come then, lovely Florizel! and with the gentle breath- 
ing that fhall follow the balmy accents of thy voice, cool the 
fcorching paffion that devours, Thy impatient _ Perdita.’ 

In another, fhe fays, , 

‘ The mufic of vour tongue, like the dying notes of fome 
fweet melodious fong, maintains a fancied harmony in my 
ears.— The celeftial perfume of your breath is ftrong about me 
ftill, and the gentle preffing of your youthful hand hath left its 
influence on my heaving breatt.’ 

In another Florizel is made to fay, 

‘ Heigh-ho !—1 with it was eight o’clock : — my impatience 
hath given me the fidgets.—I run about the houfe like a fquir- 
rel, and was juft now detected by the Duke of M—— talking to 
myfelf like a madman: however, lturned it to a joke, and 
laughed it off as well as I could, and left him to think what 
he pleafed. The meffenger that brings you this will wait 
your anfwer.—Will it be convenient, my deareft Perdita! to 
meet me at the hour I have appointed ?—-Only tell me that, and 
it will be fufficient: all the refit you have to fay, I will hear 
delivered from the lovely accents of your tongue. — Would 
to heaven I was fo circumitanced, that | could wait your hours, 
and attend your appointments! — Were it midnight or day- 
light,---in the fummer’s heat, or wiftter’s froft,---in thady groves 
fuch as the Arcadian fhepherds ufed to boaft, or in the fearful 
defert, where Arabs hunt for prey ;---in fhort, any place would 
be a Paradife where Perdita’s to be found.’ 

Of fuch low and miferable gallimatias is compofed the whole 
collection of letters fuppofed to have paffed between Florizel 
and Perdita.—-The author may, probably, have picked ap 











Dee p. 152 
two 






















































238. Montury CaTALOGUE. 
two or.turee dinners from the fale of this catchpenny per= 
formance. ; 


An Affettionate Tribute to the Memory of the late Dr.John Fo- 
thergill. By W. Hird, M.D. gto. 15. Phillips. 

, A laboured compofition, fetting forth the extraordinary ta- 

lents, the fine feelings, and the uncommon philanthropy of 

Dr: Fothergill 


The Savindler detected: or neceffary Cautions, to tue Public. Swo. 15+ 
7 Kearfly. 7 i 

The author of this pamphlet, with the view of cautioning 
thie public, recites feveral kinds of frauds and impofitions that 
are pratifed in the metropolis. The various fpecies of fraud 
are too numerous to be comprehended within the bounds of a 
narrow defcription ; but to be acquainted with the moft com- 
mon, and thereby to avoid the fnare, is an objeét worthy the 
attention of fuch as are chiefly expofed to thofe artifices. For 
this purpofe, therefore, the prefent pamphlet may be ufeful. 


A general Account of the Calamities occafioned by the late tremendous 
Hurricanes and Earthquak:s in the Wett India I/lands, Se. -By 
Mr. Fowler. 80. 15. 6d. Stockdale. 

To the narrative of thofe dreadful calamities, the compiler 
has fubjoined the petitions to, and refolutions of, the houfe of 
commons, -in behalf of the fufferers. 


An Account of the Statues, Pittures, and Temples in Greece. By 
Uvedale Price, E/g. 800. 45. fewed. Evans. ° 

This account is extratted. in tranflation, from the Greek of 
Paufanias, and exhibits a catalogue of the produétions in 
fculpture, architecture, and painting, which were feen by that 
author on his tour through the feveral Grecian ftates. As an 
object of -antiquarian difguifition, the work may have fome 
value: but itis too void of embellifhment and obfervation to 
afford any entertainment. 

A Tour from London to Peterfburgh, &c. By John Richard. 
12m0. 25. 6d. fewed Evans. 

The narrative of this Tour is continued from Peterfburg to 
Mofcow ; whence the traveller returns to London by way of 
Courland, Poland, Germany, and Holland. The whole is 
related in a feries of Letters, which the author, Mr. Richard, 
has endeavouredto enliven with remarks and hiftorical anecdotes, 
Popifo Tyranny and Cruelty exemplified and difplayed. ‘Tranflated 

by the Rev. Abcaham Maddock. 12mo. 45. Wilkie. 


A Tranflation and Abridgment of a work publifhed in Hol- 
land almoft an hundred years ago. 
The Elements of anew Method of Reafoning in Geometry. 40. 
25.6d Denis. 
We might expeét from the title of Elements fome plain, or 
at leaft intelligible principles ; but fo far from difcovering any 
logical improvements in this produciion, we cannot even de- 


velope the author’s ideas, 3 
4 The 
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The Hifory and Antiquity of the Four Inns of Court. 800. 33.6d. 
Kearfly. 


- An extra&t from Sir William Dugdale’s Origines Judiciales, 
which the compiler introduces with fome petulant and injurious 
reflections againft the counfelloss at law, that feem to be dic- 
tated by malignity. 

Female Reftoration: by a moral and phyfical Vindication of Female 
Talents, 4to. ‘%s. fewed. Mactgowan. 

The defign of this production is profeffed to be a moral and 
political vindication of female talents, in opposition to all dogs 
matical affertions relative to a difparity in the fexes.. That 
the writer is a Lady, as the title-page announces, appears to 
us problematical ; neither aré we authorifed to determine, frona 
the ambiguous nature and faint expreflion of the work, whether 
itis meant as ferious or ironical. 


The Regal Table \2mo. _15. Faden. 

The defign of this table is to exhibit the time of the com- 
mencement and conclufion of the reign of all the Englith fove- 
reigns, from William the Conqueror to his prefent majetty ; 
a plan which the author appears to confidér as highly ufeful. 


A Difcourfe on the Emigration of Birt, Se, Sve. 15 Field. 
ing and Walker. : 

Whether certain birds during particular feafons emigrate or 

remain ina torpid ftate, is a queftion which has been much agi~- 

tated by naturalifts, ‘The author of this difcourfe, who ap- 

pears to be well acquainted with his fubje¢t, maintains the for- 


mer of thofe opinions, which he endeavours to fupport by a 


variety of philofophical arguments. 


Direttions for breeding Game Cocks. 12mo, 15.6d. Macgowan. 

Though direétions relative to this fubje& had been given 
with great explicitnefs, we fhould juftly have confidered them 
as the offspring of a mean atiention to a pnerile and barbarous 
entertainment; but if the author really poffeffes any fuperior 
knowledge refpeing the theory and prattice of this {pecies of 
warfare, he feems to have kept it in referve for his owa. pri- 
vate purpofe at the cock-pit. 
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To the Authors of the Critical Review. 
Gentlemen, 


IF, in your next Review, you defign to give any account of 
Dean Tucker’s late attack upon Locke, pleafe to infert the fol. 
lowing inftance of an apparent prevarication. 

The editor of the laft edition of Locke’s works makes the 
following obfervation. 

« — Nor will it be improper to remark, how feafonable a re- 
colle@ion of Mr. Locke’s political principles is now become, 
when feveral writers have attempted, from particular emer- 
gencies, to fhake thofe univerfal and iavariable truths, whereon 
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all juft government is ultimately founded ; when they betray fo 
grofs an ignorance or contempt of them, as to avow the direétly 
oppofite doctrines, viz. that government was inftituted for the 
fake of governors, not of the governed; and confequently, that 
the interefts of the former are of fuperior confideration to any 
of the latter; that there is an abfolute indefeafible right of ex- 
ercifing defpotifm on the one fide, and as unlimited an obli- 
gation of fubmitting to it on the other: doétrines that have 
been confuted over and over, and exploded long ago; and 
which one might well fuppofe, Mr. Locke muft have for ever 
filenced by his incomparable treatifes upon that fubject.’ Pref. 

i bay T8e 

. The Dean, in his treatife concerning Civil Government, has 
given us the following reprefentation of this paflage. 

‘ According tothe principles of Mr. Locke and his followers, 
the right of voting is not annexed to land or franchifes, to con- 
dition, age, or fex; but to human nature itfelf, and to moral 
agency. Therefore wherever human nature and moral agency 
| do exift together, be the fubject rich or poor, old or young, 
| male or female, it muft foilow from thefe principles, that the 
| rigut of voting muft exift with it: for whofoever is a moral 
agent is a perfor; and ferfinality is the only foundation of the 
right of voting. To /uppofe the contrary, we have been lately 
told by a right reverend editor of Mr. Locke, is gro/s ignorance, 
or fomething worfe ; and to a& on fuch reftraining principles by 
depriving the mafs of the people of their birth-rights is down- 
right robbery and ufurpation,’ p. 26,°27. 

This is a ipecimen of the dean’s fingular accuracy in citing 
i an author’s words, or his intentionally perverting the fenfe of 
I them. He is pleafed to introduce the editor of Mr. Locke’s 
| works as imputing gro/s ignorance or fomething worfe to all thofe, 
| who fuppofe, that perfonality is not the foundation of aright of 
| voting in eleétions (for that is the fubje& the dean is upon in 

the paffage above-cited) and that fame fuppofition he would in- 

‘finuate to have been oppofed and ftigmatized by the editor, who 
does not fay one fyllable about any right of voting; but is 
merely arguing againit {uch writers, as maintain fome other po- 
fitions, which the dean himfelf has thought fit to difclaim, 
p- 3, 138, 256. 

The reft of this pretended quotation from the editor, which 
| the dean infinuates to be calculated for a reftraint of the peo- 
| ple’s right of voting at elections, in thefe words—< to.aét on 
fuch reftraining principles by depriving the mafs of the people 
of their birth-rights is downright robbery and ufurpation’— 
is entirely added by the dean, and frequently repeated with the 
like infinuation of its having been afferted by the editor. 

The learned reader will make his own comment on the dean’s 
candor, equity, and liberality of fentiment in this remarkable 
paflage. § Lam, &c. ae, 

























































Dr. Tucker's book will be confidered in our next Review. 


He 











